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4-3-10 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

HAZARDOUS WASTE AND CONTAMINATED MATERIALS SCREENING 

Introduction 

A Hazardous Waste/Contaminated Materials Screening (Screening) was performed for the I-787 
corridor, including the South Mall Expressway and US Route 9/20 from Pearl Street to Broadway, 
within the City of Albany, Village of Menands, City of Watervliet, and Town of Colonie, Albany 
County, New York. 

The Screening was prepared for the study in accordance with the NYSDOT’s Transportation 
Environmental Manual (TEM) to identify both recognized environmental conditions and potential 
health/safety concerns related to hazardous waste and contaminated materials in order to inform 
future project development (Figure 4-24). 

Methodology 

Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) was contracted to prepare a database report compiling 
standard and supplemental federal and state environmental regulatory listings recorded within 
the PEL study area and immediate vicinity. The regulatory database was reviewed in order to 
document the likely presence or absence of hazardous/contaminated environmental conditions. 
A hazardous/contaminated environmental condition is the presence or likely presence of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products (including products currently in compliance with 
applicable regulations) on a property under conditions that indicate an existing release, a past 
release, or a material threat of a release of any hazardous substances or petroleum products into 
structures on the property or into the ground, groundwater, or surface water of the property.  

A site walkover, in accordance with NYSDOT TEM, was not conducted at this stage but will be 
conducted during potential future design and environmental review phases, as needed, to further 
identify and assess potential areas of contamination. 

Findings 

The EDR identified listings that indicate environmental features regarding past and/or present 
land use activities that may have resulted in contamination and are detailed in Table 4-29 below.  
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Table 4-29 
EDR Identified Listings 

Target Property Address EDR Site Identification EDR ID 
Former Bendix Corporation Landfill Cohoes Avenue & Tibbits Avenue SHWS 2352 
Troy Belting & Supply Co. 70 Cohoes Rd Active Brownfield 2249 
Former Freedman & Son Scrap Yard 2271 Second Avenue Site Remediation Complete 1997 17 
Nashua Corp. (Industrial Tape) 2600 7th Avenue Active Remediation Site 2079 & 2080 
Nimo - Troy Coal Gasification Plant Smith Avenue HSWDS 72 
Admiral Cleaners 617 19th Street SHWS 2222 
NiMo - Watervliet MGP 5th Street SHWS 1698 & 1699 
R. Freedman & Son 147 Cannon Street Active Remediation/SHWS 2340 
Capital District Tool & Die Company 22 Paine Street HSWDS 1460 
South Island Apartments LLC 1 Osgood Avenue Brownfield 2156 

South Island Apartments - 5 35 Starbuck Island Drive, Center 
Island Brownfield Remediation Complete 1759-1761 

Niagara Mohawk - Troy MGP Liberty Street MGP 2375 
Poestenkill Place 244-246 First Street Active Brownfield 2047 
Former Scolite Site 2 Madison Street Remediation Actions Complete 190 & 191 

Rensselaer Iron Works First and Madison Street 
Intersection US Brownfields 2056 

King Services North (The Alamo) 8049 Main Street US Brownfields 2070 
NiMo - MGP Area 4 Water Street MGP 1533 
Nimo - North Albany MGP 1125 Broadway HSWDS 2134-2142 
Abandoned Building containing 
Asbestos, Ammonia and other chemicals 143 Montgomery Street  383 

C&F Plating Co Inc. 406 North Pearl Street Site Remediation Complete  

67 Howard Street and 140 State Street  SHWS - Site remediation complete 692, 693 & 
694 

Amos at Quackenbush/Capital Center Broadway and Spencer Street Brownfield remediation complete 410 & 411 

160 Myrtle Avenue  Pending brownfield cleanup 
program 1938 

Niagara Mohawk - Albany MGP Arch and Grand Streets MGP 2124 
Albany - Grand and Trinity 85 Trinity Place SHWS 1880 

Former Barnet Mills 20 Forbes Avenue Active brownfield with remediation 
pending 1866 

38 Washington Avenue  US Brownfields 2210 
1523-1549 Broadway  US Brownfields 2057 

1307, 1317, 1347 Broadway  US Brownfields 2309, 2318, 
2335 

824 Broadway  US Brownfields 2357 
City Library 810 Broadway US Brownfields 2353 
Tim Bayly Property 800 Broadway Brownfield 2350 
675 Broadway Easement   US Brownfields 2218 
Niagara Mohawk - Rensselaer MGP Washington Street MGP 2252 
Yacht Club 63 Broadway US Brownfields 1870 
68 Cambridge Avenue  US Brownfields 2367 
Curia New York Inc.  33 Riverside Ave SHWS 2369 
Global Fuel Storage Tanks  See Map   
Gansevoort/Franklin Street Parcel  Gansevoort and Franklin Street Environmental restoration program 1237 
Notes:  
SHWS - New York State Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Rezoning Area  
HSWDS - State Hazardous Substance Waste Disposal Rezoning Area Inventory  
MGP – Manufactured Gas Plant 
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The PEL study area has a long history of industrial activity, which carries the potential for surface 
and subsurface contamination. The EDR identified several listings, detailed in Table 4-29, that 
represent a range of environmental hazards primarily resulting from past industrial and 
commercial uses. Common contaminants include heavy metals, petroleum products, solvents, and 
coal tar, often linked to landfills, Brownfields, and former Manufactured Gas Plants (MGPs). These 
substances pose significant risks to soil and groundwater, potentially affecting human health and 
ecosystems. While several sites are under active remediation, reflecting ongoing efforts to 
mitigate these hazards and others have completed remediation, reducing but not entirely 
eliminating long-term environmental risks. Additionally, some sites contain hazardous materials 
like asbestos and ammonia, which present acute health dangers if disturbed. Overall, these sites 
illustrate a legacy of industrial contamination that requires careful management to safeguard 
public health and the environment. 

Notable Contamination Sites:  
• NiMo - Troy Coal Gasification Plant (Smith Avenue) - HSWDS: Hazardous waste from coal 

gasification, such as tar, cyanide, and PAHs, can persist in the environment and contaminate 
soil and groundwater. These are toxic and carcinogenic substances. 

• Nashua Corp. (Industrial Tape) (2600 7th Avenue) - Active Remediation Site: Active remediation 
indicates significant contamination, likely involving solvents and adhesives, which can pose 
risks to both the environment and human health if not controlled properly. 

• NiMo - Watervliet MGP (5th Street) - SHWS and Niagara Mohawk - Troy MGP (Liberty Street) - 
MGP: Both sites are associated with MGPs, which typically involve hazardous byproducts like 
coal tar and benzene. These substances are highly toxic and can lead to long-term soil and 
groundwater contamination. 

• Admiral Cleaners (617 19th Street) - SHWS: As a State Hazardous Waste Site, the site is likely 
contaminated with dry cleaning chemicals, particularly perchloroethylene (PCE), which is a 
volatile organic compound (VOC) that can contaminate soil and groundwater, posing serious 
health risks including cancer. 

• Abandoned Building (143 Montgomery Street): This site contains asbestos, ammonia, and other 
chemicals. The presence of asbestos is concerning due to its potential to cause serious 
respiratory diseases, including cancer, if disturbed. 

Nearly 200 miles of Hudson River has been considered an environmental hazard due to historical 
pollution, particularly from polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). It is the country’s largest superfund 
site. For decades, industries along the River, especially General Electric (GE), discharged PCBs into 
the River, contaminating the water and sediments. PCBs are toxic chemicals that can accumulate 
in fish and wildlife, posing risks to both human health and the environment. As a result, fishing 
restrictions have been implemented in many areas of the River, and there have been extensive 
dredging and remediation efforts to remove contaminated sediments. While significant cleanup 
efforts have reduced the contamination, some areas of the Hudson River still pose environmental 
risks, particularly in terms of bioaccumulation in the food chain. However, the River is now 
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considered to be in recovery phase; ongoing monitoring continues to address the long-term 
impact of the pollution. 

Notable Industrial Sites:  
• Port of Albany – 106 Smith Boulevard  
• New Castle Asphalt Plant – 230 Riverside Avenue 
• Empire Generation Power Plant – 75 Riverside Avenue 
• Rensselaer Iron & Steel Junkyard – 35 Riverside Avenue 
• NOCO Propane Storage – 546 Riverside Avenue  
• Petroleum Fuel & Terminal Co – 54 Riverside Avenue  
As a future project(s) advances into more detailed phases, specific concerns related to soil, 
groundwater, and/or building materials will be identified based on the proposed scope of work. 
Further site assessments may be conducted to determine the extent and nature of any 
contamination. This proactive approach ensures that any hazardous substances are managed in 
compliance with regulatory standards, minimizing risks to human health and the environment. If 
contamination is detected, appropriate remediation strategies will be implemented to mitigate 
exposure, ensuring that all construction activities proceed safely and in accordance with 
environmental guidelines. 

4-4 PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF DESIGN CONCEPTS 

Table 4-30 below provides a summary of the environmental considerations of each of the design 
concepts that have been recommended to advance for further study, as described in Chapter 3, 
Design Concepts. This is a preliminary assessment of the design concepts based on the 
information provided in the previous sections of this chapter. For the design concepts that move 
forward following completion of the Reimagine I-787 PEL Study, a comprehensive and detailed 
assessment of potential social, economic, and environmental effects will be undertaken in 
accordance with NEPA and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), as 
needed.
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Table 4-30 
Initial Environmental Considerations 

Environmental 
Category 

Concepts 
No Build Concept I-2 Concept I-3 Concept B-1 Concept B-2 Concept B-4 

Transportation 

• Roadway infrastructure would 
remain as-is today.  

• Traffic volumes are expected to 
increase over time, exacerbating 
existing areas of congestion.  

• Deficiencies in pedestrian and 
bicycle infrastructure would remain. 

• Roadway infrastructure would be 
reduced and create more efficient 
traffic movements. 

• Traffic volumes on I-787 would be 
similar to No Build. 

• Traffic volumes on South Mall 
Express way would increase 
compared to No Build. 

• 0- to 1-minute increase in travel 
times for some areas. 

• Would address deficiencies in 
pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure. 

• Roadway infrastructure would be 
reduced and create more efficient traffic 
movements. 

• Traffic volumes on I-787 would be similar 
to No Build. 

• Dunn Memorial Bridge would be 
relocated one mile south, resulting in 
less traffic on South Mall Expressway 
and a modest decrease in traffic on the 
bridge, as some motorists would divert to 
Patroon Island Bridge (I-90). 

• 1- to 3-minute increase in travel times for 
some areas. 

• Would address deficiencies in pedestrian 
and bicycle infrastructure; 

• Would relocate pedestrian/bicycle 
crossing on Dunn Memorial Bridge about 
one mile south. 

• Roadway infrastructure would be 
reduced and create more efficient 
traffic movements. 

• Traffic volumes on I-787 north of 
downtown Albany would be similar 
to No Build. 

• Traffic volumes on boulevard 
through downtown would be less 
than I-787 in the No Build due to 
dispersal of traffic through city grid. 

• Traffic volumes on South Mall 
Expressway would increase, 

• Traffic volumes on Dunn Memorial 
Bridge would be largely unchanged. 

• 0- to 1-minute decrease in travel 
times for some areas; 1- to 2-minute 
increase in travel times for other 
areas. 

• Roadway infrastructure would be 
reduced and create more efficient 
traffic movements. 

• Traffic volumes on I-787 north of 
downtown Albany would decrease. 

• New northbound boulevard would 
have less traffic volumes than I-787 
in the No Build. 

• Broadway would carry southbound 
traffic, but would have small 
increase in traffic volumes due to 
dispersal of traffic through city grid. 

• Traffic volumes on South Mall 
Expressway would increase, 

• Traffic volumes on Dunn Memorial 
Bridge would be largely unchanged. 

• 3- to 4-minute increase in travel 
times from some areas; minimal 
changes in travel times for other 
areas. 

• Roadway infrastructure would be 
reduced and create more efficient 
traffic movements. 

• Traffic volumes on I-787 north of 
downtown Albany would decrease. 

• New boulevard in downtown Albany 
would have less traffic volumes than 
I-787 in the No Build. 

• Dunn Memorial Bridge would be 
relocated one mile south, resulting in 
less traffic on South Mall 
Expressway and a modest decrease 
in traffic on the bridge, as some 
motorists would divert to Patroon 
Island Bridge (I-90). 

• 3- to 4-minute increase in travel 
times from some areas; minimal 
changes in travel times for other 
areas. 

Land Use and 
Local and Regional 
Plans 

• No changes to land uses.  

• Goals of local and regional plans to 
improve waterfront and 
neighborhood connectivity, and 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities 
along the I-787 corridor would not be 
met. 

• Would not substantially affect 
land uses. 

• Reduced transportation 
infrastructure may result in 
surplus land for economic 
development. 

• Estimated to require acquisition of 
1 mixed-use building. 

• Would support goals of local and 
regional plans by improving 
neighborhood and waterfront 
connectivity, and improving 
pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure. 

• Would not substantially affect land uses. 
• Reduced transportation infrastructure 

may result in surplus land for economic 
development. 

• Estimated to require acquisition of 2 
industrial buildings and a tank within the 
Port of Albany. 

• Would support goals of local and 
regional plans by improving 
neighborhood and waterfront 
connectivity, and improving pedestrian 
and bicycle infrastructure. 

• Replacement of interstate with 
boulevard could potentially result in 
new economic development along 
the roadway. 

• Estimated to require acquisition of 2 
buildings (one commercial and one 
mixed-use). 

• Would support goals of local and 
regional plans by improving 
neighborhood and waterfront 
connectivity, and improving 
pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure. 

• Replacement of interstate with 
boulevard could potentially result in 
new economic development along 
the roadway. 

• No anticipated building 
acquisitions. 

• Would support goals of local and 
regional plans by improving 
neighborhood and waterfront 
connectivity, and improving 
pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure. 

• Replacement of interstate with 
boulevard could potentially result in 
new economic development along 
the roadway. 

• Estimated to require acquisition of 5 
buildings (2 industrial buildings and 
a tank within the Port of Albany and 
2 mixed-use buildings). 

• Would support goals of local and 
regional plans by improving 
neighborhood and waterfront 
connectivity, and improving 
pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure. 

Parks and 
Recreational 
Resources 

• No changes. 

• Lack of connectivity to waterfront 
recreational resources remain. 

• Would improve connectivity to 
waterfront recreational resources 
in Albany. 

• Would reduce transportation 
infrastructure within Riverfront 
Park in Rensselaer. 

• Would improve connectivity to waterfront 
recreational resources in Albany. 

• Would remove transportation 
infrastructure within Riverfront Park in 
Rensselaer. 

• Would improve connectivity to 
waterfront recreational resources in 
Albany. 

• Would reduce transportation 
infrastructure within Riverfront Park 
in Rensselaer. 

• Would improve connectivity to 
waterfront recreational resources in 
Albany. 

• Would reduce transportation 
infrastructure within Riverfront Park 
in Rensselaer. 

• Would improve connectivity to 
waterfront recreational resources in 
Albany. 

• Would remove transportation 
infrastructure within Riverfront Park 
in Rensselaer. 

Socioeconomic 
Conditions 

• No changes. 
• Existing transportation 

infrastructure, particularly the 
I-787/Dunn Memorial Bridge/South 
Mall Expressway interchange, 
would continue to be an imposing 
element in environmental justice 

• Would reduce I-787/Dunn 
Memorial Bridge/South Mall 
Expressway interchange and 
lower South Mall Expressway to 
street level, improving viewscape 
and neighborhood connectivity in 
environmental justice 

• Would reduce I-787/Dunn Memorial 
Bridge/South Mall Expressway 
interchange and lower South Mall 
Expressway to street level, improving 
viewscape and neighborhood 
connectivity in environmental justice 
communities (e.g., the South End in 
Albany). 

• Would reduce I-787/Dunn 
Memorial Bridge/South Mall 
Expressway interchange and lower 
South Mall Expressway to street 
level, improving viewscape and 
neighborhood connectivity in 
environmental justice communities 
(e.g., the South End in Albany). 

• Would reduce I-787/Dunn 
Memorial Bridge/South Mall 
Expressway interchange and lower 
South Mall Expressway to street 
level, improving viewscape and 
neighborhood connectivity in 
environmental justice communities 
(e.g., the South End in Albany). 

• Would reduce I-787/Dunn 
Memorial Bridge/South Mall 
Expressway interchange and lower 
South Mall Expressway to street 
level, improving viewscape and 
neighborhood connectivity in 
environmental justice communities 
(e.g., the South End in Albany). 
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communities (e.g., the South End in 
Albany).  

• The I-787/Dunn Memorial 
Bridge/South Mall Expressway 
interchange, as well as I-787 and 
the South Mall Expressway, would 
continue to impede connectivity 
between neighborhoods and to the 
waterfront, including for 
environmental justice communities. 

communities (e.g., the South End 
in Albany). 

• Potential air quality and noise 
effects in environmental justice 
communities due to highway 
modifications would need to be 
evaluated. 

• Potential air quality and noise effects in 
environmental justice communities due 
to highway modifications would need to 
be evaluated. 

• Would provide more direct access from 
Port of Albany to I-787, reducing truck 
trips on South Pearl Street through 
environmental justice communities. 

• Potential air quality and noise 
effects in environmental justice 
communities due to highway 
modifications would need to be 
evaluated. 

• Potential air quality and noise 
effects in environmental justice 
communities due to highway 
modifications would need to be 
evaluated. 

• Potential air quality and noise 
effects in environmental justice 
communities due to highway 
modifications would need to be 
evaluated. 

Visual and 
Aesthetic 
Resources 

• No changes. 
• I-787 and the I-787/Dunn Memorial 

Bridge/South Mall Expressway 
interchange would continue to be 
dominant visual elements in 
downtown Albany and along the I-
787 corridor and Hudson River 
waterfront.  

• Would reduce I-787/Dunn 
Memorial Bridge/South Mall 
Expressway interchange and 
lower South Mall Expressway to 
street level, improving viewscape 
in South End and Downtown; 
viewsheds north of Downtown 
would remain unchanged. 

• Would reduce I-787/Dunn Memorial 
Bridge/South Mall Expressway 
interchange and lower South Mall 
Expressway to street level, improving 
viewscape in South End and Downtown; 
viewsheds north of Downtown would 
remain unchanged. 

• Relocation of Dunn Memorial Bridge 
would remove it from viewshed between 
downtown Albany and Rensselaer and 
add new visual element to the south; 
potential adverse impacts will need to be 
evaluated. 

• Would reduce I-787/Dunn 
Memorial Bridge/South Mall 
Expressway interchange and lower 
South Mall Expressway to street 
level, improving viewscape in 
South End and Downtown; 
viewsheds north of Downtown 
would remain unchanged. 

• Would reduce I-787/Dunn 
Memorial Bridge/South Mall 
Expressway interchange and lower 
South Mall Expressway to street 
level, improving viewscape in 
South End and Downtown; 
viewsheds north of Downtown 
would remain unchanged. 

• Would reduce I-787/Dunn 
Memorial Bridge/South Mall 
Expressway interchange and lower 
South Mall Expressway to street 
level, improving viewscape in 
South End and Downtown; 
viewsheds north of Downtown 
would remain unchanged. 

• Relocation of Dunn Memorial 
Bridge would remove it from 
viewshed between downtown 
Albany and Rensselaer and add 
new visual element to the south; 
potential adverse impacts will need 
to be evaluated. 

Cultural Resources 

• No changes. • 1 identified potential building 
acquisition is an NR-listed historic 
resource. 

• Potential building acquisitions are not 
identified historic resources. 

• No acquisitions of historic 
resources have been identified. 

• Roadway realignments may be 
within historic districts; effects to be 
evaluated. 

• No acquisitions of historic 
resources have been identified. 

• Roadway realignments may be 
within historic districts; effects to be 
evaluated. 

• 1 identified potential building 
acquisition is an NR-listed historic 
resource. 

• Roadway realignments may be 
within historic districts; effects to be 
evaluated. 

Air Quality, 
Greenhouse Gases 
(GHG), and 
Climate Change 

• No changes. • Potential minor changes in 
ambient emissions due to 
modified roadway elevations, and 
alignment and traffic distribution.  

• Potential Improvements in air 
quality and GHG emissions due 
to improved traffic operations. 

• Potential minor changes in ambient 
emissions due to modified roadway 
elevations, and alignment and traffic 
distribution.  

• Potential Improvements in air quality and 
GHG emissions due to improved traffic 
operations. 

• Potential minor changes in ambient 
emissions due to modified roadway 
elevations, and alignment and 
traffic distribution.  

• Potential Improvements in air 
quality and GHG emissions due to 
improved traffic operations. 

• Potential minor changes in ambient 
emissions due to modified roadway 
elevations, and alignment and 
traffic distribution.  

• Potential Improvements in air 
quality and GHG emissions due to 
improved traffic operations. 

• Potential minor changes in ambient 
emissions due to modified roadway 
elevations, and alignment and 
traffic distribution.  

• Potential Improvements in air 
quality and GHG emissions due to 
improved traffic operations. 

Noise 

• No changes. • Potential minor changes in 
ambient noise due to modified 
roadway elevations and 
alignment, and traffic distribution. 

• Potential minor changes in ambient 
noise due to modified roadway 
elevations and alignment, and traffic 
distribution. 

• Potential minor changes in ambient 
noise due to modified roadway 
elevations and alignment, and 
traffic distribution. 

• Potential minor changes in ambient 
noise due to modified roadway 
elevations and alignment, and 
traffic distribution. 

• Potential minor changes in ambient 
noise due to modified roadway 
elevations and alignment, and 
traffic distribution. 

Natural Resources 

• No changes. • Would require in-water work in 
Hudson River due to relocation of 
Dunn Memorial Bridge, which 
could affect water quality and 
aquatic species. 

• Would require in-water work in Hudson 
River due to relocation of Dunn 
Memorial Bridge, which could affect 
water quality and aquatic species. 

• Would require in-water work in 
Hudson River due to relocation of 
Dunn Memorial Bridge, which 
could affect water quality and 
aquatic species. 

• Would require in-water work in 
Hudson River due to relocation of 
Dunn Memorial Bridge, which 
could affect water quality and 
aquatic species. 

• Would require in-water work in 
Hudson River due to relocation of 
Dunn Memorial Bridge, which 
could affect water quality and 
aquatic species. 

Hazardous 
Materials 

• No changes. • Potentially contaminated soils 
and materials to be disturbed and 
disposed of, but would be 
handled in accordance with 
application regulations. 

• Potentially contaminated soils and 
materials to be disturbed and disposed 
of, but would be handled in accordance 
with application regulations. 

• Potentially contaminated soils and 
materials to be disturbed and 
disposed of, but would be handled 
in accordance with application 
regulations. 

• Potentially contaminated soils and 
materials to be disturbed and 
disposed of, but would be handled 
in accordance with application 
regulations. 

• Potentially contaminated soils and 
materials to be disturbed and 
disposed of, but would be handled 
in accordance with application 
regulations. 
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