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Laurie Iauco

From: Judy Sabene <jlsabene@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 12:00 PM
To: I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov
Subject: Rt 81

We are very much against where they are going with rt 81. We live alongside rt 481 & there is more than enough traffic now whizzing by every single day & 
traffic backs up at the Circle Dr exit & at both Rt 31 & rt81 intersections as it is. I cant imagine how bad it will get if traffic is diverted onto 481 once construction 
starts!! And the noise alone is more than enough now!! 481 was not designed for all this added traffic & it definitely will impair any time we spend in our yard!! 
Wish they would rethink  this!! 
 
Sent from my iPhone 



From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 7:26:08 AM

comment
 

From: Gloria Sage <gwsage@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 5:41 PM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!
 

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

 

Hi Mark,

More time is needed to review the DEIS for I81.

In addition, I hope you saw my letter to the editor in the NYTimes in early April.  I
hope you will use my suggestion to use the Highway Beautification Act of 1965
below to beautify NYS's highways and help our declining insect population.

Gloria Sage
Syracuse, NY

Don’t Mow. Let Wildflowers Grow.
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 Credit...Anne Readel for The New York Times
 

To the Editor:

“No Mow May Is Saving Bees Across Wisconsin” (The World Through a Lens feature, April 4) brings
to mind a decades-old policy that would benefit bees and other insects besides beautifying our

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2022%2F03%2F28%2Ftravel%2Fno-mow-may-wisconsin.html&data=05%7C01%7CJoan.Bjorness%40dot.ny.gov%7C93e6202f872e4ce5e47d08da2cf7b72f%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637871739677545832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aQZCVYOvqVBbcOp2eJpCHfyMv8YZjNrpCCksoVVL84E%3D&reserved=0


country.

Lady Bird Johnson advocated not mowing the sides of highways, thus letting wildflowers flourish, as
part of the Highway Beautification Act of 1965. As the seasons progressed, different flowers would
line the roads and connect us to nature. These wildflowers would also attract bees and other insects
that are declining in numbers.

Resurrecting that policy would have many benefits besides saving on mowing costs. We should bring
it back.

Gloria W. Sage
Syracuse, N.Y.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.learningtogive.org%2Fresources%2Flady-bird-johnson&data=05%7C01%7CJoan.Bjorness%40dot.ny.gov%7C93e6202f872e4ce5e47d08da2cf7b72f%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637871739677545832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S13Rx4jDJkzD6Wby4REK7Bc2hh4I%2F1KkbSl1ID2abcQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fhwa.dot.gov%2Finfrastructure%2Fbeauty.cfm&data=05%7C01%7CJoan.Bjorness%40dot.ny.gov%7C93e6202f872e4ce5e47d08da2cf7b72f%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637871739677545832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RfWh03nMccYsqgP%2Bjkd58BKJd7i6q25p9zUiOWlETf0%3D&reserved=0


From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: Say NO to the Grid!
Date: Friday, April 15, 2022 12:40:11 PM

From: todd.sargent@verizon.net <todd.sargent@verizon.net> 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2022 12:33 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>; Frechette, Mark (DOT)
<Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>; rick.marquis@dot.gov
Subject: Say NO to the Grid!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Shocker, what an amazing reveal yesterday.  This decision was made day one.  Now we can heal our
wounds, really wake up ....

The objectives of the Project are to:

 Address the transportation network structural deficiencies, particularly associated with aging bridge structures and
non-standard/non-conforming design features within the project limits.

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov


From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: T-2 (Abridged) Proposal
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 3:02:19 PM
Attachments: Emails re I-81.pdf

-----Original Message-----
From: Joseph Sarno <jwsarno@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2022 12:47 PM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: T-2 (Abridged) Proposal

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown 
senders or unexpected emails.

Mr. Frechette,

I am opposed to the community grid plan for the replacement of I-81 because I strongly believe it will ultimately 
economically hurt Syracuse and the CNY region as a whole.

My wife and I were considering moving back to central New York.  I remember seeing news stories about the 
region's push to bring people back to the region (even though the tax burdens are huge in NYS).  One advantage that 
CNY holds is the ease of getting around the area.  I address this and the issues that will be created by the
"community grid" plan in my email exchange with the Syracuse mayor's office.  I ask that you read these exchanges.

I realize it is probably too late, but I am also attaching the graphic for a shorter tunnel proposal that I think would be 
the best solution.  I know the other tunnel proposals were prohibitively expensive, but this is a shorter tunnel.  I have 
no engineering experience, but I did receive an associate degree in Engineering Science before switching majors and 
it seems that such a tunnel may be feasible.

Mark my words:  The community grid plan is a bad deal for the CNY region.

Kind Regards,

Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane
Dallas, TX 75214
214-794-2808

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov



jwsarno@yahoo.c.../Sent


Mar 23 at 11:10 AM


Interstate 81


Joseph Sarno <jwsarno@yahoo.com>
To: mayor@syrgov.com


Dear Mayor Walsh, 


I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of DeWitt
with a mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a "Syracusan" to
the rest of the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely to promote the growth
of my hometown. 


I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central New
York.  Part of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my gut feelings
are not created out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the future.  As an attorney,
I am very analytical.  I also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81 transportation project
alternatives. 


The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan on
opening a firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would probably live
in the suburbs.  But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create enough traffic
headaches, both for us as commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 


I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that growth
is not unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 


It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure decisions in
my city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these projects include Clyde
Warren Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 


My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of downtown
with some bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You could even eliminate a
dividing road (or at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to handle the groundwater flow,
such a project is feasible given its shorter length. 


I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to correct
the "sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 


I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud to be
from my hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 


Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808


1 File 177.2kB


Abridged T-2 Alternative Plan.jpg
177kB







jwsarno@yahoo.c.../Inbox


Mar 23 at 1:20 PM


RE: Interstate 81


Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net>
To: Joseph Sarno <jwsarno@yahoo.com>


Thank you for taking the time to write this out. I appreciated getting the opportunity to speak with you earlier this afternoon and will be passing along your
feedback/insight and diagram to the Administration. 


Kind regards, 


Elizabeth Hradil 
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator 
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse 
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202 
Tel: (315) 448-8040  
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request 
Connect to 211 CNY 


-----Original Message----- 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 12:11 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Interstate 81 


Dear Mayor Walsh, 


I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of DeWitt
with a mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a "Syracusan" to
the rest of the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely to promote the growth
of my hometown. 


I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central New
York.  Part of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my gut feelings
are not created out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the future.  As an attorney,
I am very analytical.  I also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81 transportation project
alternatives. 


The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan on
opening a firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would probably live
in the suburbs.  But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create enough traffic
headaches, both for us as commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 


I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that growth
is not unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 


It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure decisions in
my city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these projects include Clyde
Warren Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 


My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of downtown
with some bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You could even eliminate a
dividing road (or at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to handle the groundwater flow,
such a project is feasible given its shorter length. 


I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to correct
the "sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 


I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud to be
from my hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 


Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808 



mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com





jwsarno@yahoo.c.../Sent


May 4 at 9:57 AM


Re: Interstate 81


Joseph Sarno <jwsarno@yahoo.com>
To: Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net>


Ms. Hradil, 


I have been keeping up with the latest on the I-81 viaduct project. I am still interested in saving the Syracuse area from making a big mistake, one that will be nearly
impossible to undo. Again, I have no dog in this fight. My true intention is to make sure that people are not making decisions with blinders on – decisions that will
ultimately be to the detriment of all central New Yorkers, and probably most of all the residents of the city of Syracuse. 


To that end, I will be visiting my parents at the end of this week and through the weekend. I was wondering if I might meet with you or someone in the mayor’s office
sometime on Thursday, Friday or in the morning next Tuesday. I am hoping to at least impart my analysis and also see if I can get an understanding as to why there is such
strong support for the community grid plan. 


Kind regards, 
Joe  


Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
  


On Wednesday, March 23, 2022, 01:20:27 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write this out. I appreciated getting the opportunity to speak with you earlier this afternoon and will be passing along your
feedback/insight and diagram to the Administration. 
 
Kind regards,
 
Elizabeth Hradil 
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator 
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse 
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202
Tel: (315) 448-8040  
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request 
Connect to 211 CNY 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 12:11 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Interstate 81 
 
Dear Mayor Walsh, 
 
I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of DeWitt
with a mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a
"Syracusan" to the rest of the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely to
promote the growth of my hometown. 
 
I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central New
York.  Part of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my gut
feelings are not created out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the future.  As
an attorney, I am very analytical.  I also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81 transportation
project alternatives. 
 
The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan on
opening a firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would probably
live in the suburbs.  But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create enough traffic
headaches, both for us as commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 
 
I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that
growth is not unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 
 
It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure decisions
in my city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these projects include
Clyde Warren Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 
 
My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of downtown
with some bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You could even
eliminate a dividing road (or at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to handle the
groundwater flow, such a project is feasible given its shorter length. 
 
I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to
correct the "sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 
 
I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud to be



mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com





from my hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808 







jwsarno@yahoo.c.../Inbox


May 4 at 2:25 PM


RE: Interstate 81


Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net>
To: jwsarno@yahoo.com <jwsarno@yahoo.com>


We appreciate your offer to meet; unfortunately we are not able to accommodate that at this time. Additionally, NYSDOT is beyond the point of
considering new alternatives. However, I would like to direct you towards the Mayor’s comments on the DEIS at the public hearing:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/
 
The City also has a full, written public comment:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/
 
Kind regards,
 
Elizabeth Hradil
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202
Tel: (315) 448-8040
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request
Connect to 211 CNY


 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 10:57 AM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Re: Interstate 81
 
Ms. Hradil, 


I have been keeping up with the latest on the I-81 viaduct project. I am still interested in saving the Syracuse area from making a big mistake, one that will be nearly
impossible to undo. Again, I have no dog in this fight. My true intention is to make sure that people are not making decisions with blinders on – decisions that will
ultimately be to the detriment of all central New Yorkers, and probably most of all the residents of the city of Syracuse. 


To that end, I will be visiting my parents at the end of this week and through the weekend. I was wondering if I might meet with you or someone in the mayor’s office
sometime on Thursday, Friday or in the morning next Tuesday. I am hoping to at least impart my analysis and also see if I can get an understanding as to why there is such
strong support for the community grid plan. 


Kind regards, 
Joe  


Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
 


On Wednesday, March 23, 2022, 01:20:27 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write this out. I appreciated getting the opportunity to speak with you earlier this afternoon and will be passing along your
feedback/insight and diagram to the Administration. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Elizabeth Hradil 
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator 
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse 
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202 
Tel: (315) 448-8040  
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request 
Connect to 211 CNY


 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 12:11 PM 



https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/

https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/

http://www.syrgov.net/Departments.aspx

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseeclickfix.com%2Fweb_portal%2F6Vmkd6ft87yZyt1MeXke5rXW%2Fissues%2Fmap%3Flat%3D43.05042000000003%26lng%3D-76.14737999999994%26max_lat%3D43.07891929985966%26max_lng%3D-76.08212471008302%26min_lat%3D43.02190585978728%26min_lng%3D-76.2125873565674%26zoom%3D14&data=04%7C01%7Ccbaker%40Syracuse.com%7C4a0f6a785e5e4fc586f508d9577cadbd%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637637015258793788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=G6db0brOdg5tOFDW7dpAOY7DRG52AUlbizm8qZXxHhs%3D&reserved=0

https://www.211cny.com/

mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com





To: Mayor 
Subject: Interstate 81 
 
Dear Mayor Walsh, 
 
I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of
DeWitt with a mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a
"Syracusan" to the rest of the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely
to promote the growth of my hometown. 
 
I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central
New York.  Part of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my
gut feelings are not created out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the
future.  As an attorney, I am very analytical.  I also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81
transportation project alternatives. 
 
The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan
on opening a firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would
probably live in the suburbs.  But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create
enough traffic headaches, both for us as commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 
 
I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that
growth is not unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 
 
It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure
decisions in my city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these
projects include Clyde Warren Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 
 
My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of
downtown with some bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You
could even eliminate a dividing road (or at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to
handle the groundwater flow, such a project is feasible given its shorter length. 
 
I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to
correct the "sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 
 
I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud
to be from my hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808







jwsarno@yahoo.c.../Sent


May 12 at 2:09 PM


Re: Interstate 81


Joseph Sarno <jwsarno@yahoo.com>
To: Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net>


Ms. Hradil, 


So my wife and I were in town last week visiting my sick mother in DeWitt (near the east side of Syracuse). We treated my mom (who is not mobile) to various meals via
takeout while we were there including Heid's, Dinosaur, and Stella's. Using I-81 we were successful in bringing back warm food. This convenience is a plus that I am fairly
certain will go away with the tearing down of I-81 through Syracuse. And we'd truly be less likely to patronize these businesses. 


I had mentioned that my wife and I were thinking about moving back to Syracuse. There are many negatives to such a move:  
(1) My friend Dan Fennessey pointed out that the nice weather Syracuse was experiencing is rare - gray and gloomy are the norm. 
(2) Property taxes are much higher. For example, if we sell our house here in Dallas for $400,000 (Zillow value is $550K) and buy a replacement in CNY for $400,000, our
property taxes will triple! 
(3) State income taxes. Instead of having no state income tax as we do in Texas, we will be subject to NY state income taxes. 


As discussed, one positive attribute of Syracuse is the commute/travel times in the region. By the way, this does have a legitimate monetary value - I've turned down jobs
paying $10,000 to 20,000 more because the commute time was too great. Where I thought I might open an office in downtown Syracuse, I'd be more likely to have my
office in DeWitt, assuming inefficient travel in and out of the city. Syracuse used to have a cost-of-living advantage but that has mostly disappeared of late. Not only that,
the cost of transport with the "grid" will almost certainly go up in the area and these costs will inevitably be passed on to consumers, likely making the cost of living an even
larger disadvantage. 


The shorter tunnel I proposed that starts at MLK school and rises back to above street level at E. Genessee would, I believe, still accomplish all of the goals of the
Community Grid plan. For example, it will not become more difficult for residents of the 15th ward to commute to employers in the suburbs (like Amazon in Clay). By the
way, regarding Amazon, I am confident that their drivers will be driving their big rigs through downtown instead of going around to head south.  


I know the tunnel is more expensive, but Syracuse is worth it! Since when did Albany care about spending money on upstate NY anyway. I feel like there are some special
interests (maybe SU, Upstate) that may be clouding your judgments and allowing you to be fooled by the state. Y'all need to wake up before it's too late! 


Anyway, I have read the Mayor's comments on behalf of the City of Syracuse. Mr. Walsh states: "Syracuse will benefit from the Community Grid alternative." There is no
support in his letter for this conclusory statement. And I could not find anything in the DEIS either. The DEIS does not really address potential economic growth. All I can say
is that in five years, you and Mayor Walsh can imagine me saying "I told you so." 


I hope you will take my comments to the mayor. I am happy to discuss my thoughts with your office (even though I've only scratched the surface). I have an open mind so if
there is something I am missing I would sure like to know. And if it's too late, then I am too late from protecting Syracuse and the CNY region from again getting screwed
by the state. 


Kind Regards, 
Joe  


Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
  


On Wednesday, May 4, 2022, 02:25:29 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
We appreciate your offer to meet; unfortunately we are not able to accommodate that at this time. Additionally, NYSDOT is beyond the point of considering new
alternatives. However, I would like to direct you towards the Mayor’s comments on the DEIS at the public hearing:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/
 
The City also has a full, written public comment:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/
 
Kind regards,
 
Elizabeth Hradil
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202
Tel: (315) 448-8040
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request
Connect to 211 CNY


 



https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/

https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/

http://www.syrgov.net/Departments.aspx

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseeclickfix.com%2Fweb_portal%2F6Vmkd6ft87yZyt1MeXke5rXW%2Fissues%2Fmap%3Flat%3D43.05042000000003%26lng%3D-76.14737999999994%26max_lat%3D43.07891929985966%26max_lng%3D-76.08212471008302%26min_lat%3D43.02190585978728%26min_lng%3D-76.2125873565674%26zoom%3D14&data=04%7C01%7Ccbaker%40Syracuse.com%7C4a0f6a785e5e4fc586f508d9577cadbd%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637637015258793788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=G6db0brOdg5tOFDW7dpAOY7DRG52AUlbizm8qZXxHhs%3D&reserved=0

https://www.211cny.com/





From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 10:57 AM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Re: Interstate 81
 
Ms. Hradil, 
 
I have been keeping up with the latest on the I-81 viaduct project. I am still interested in saving the Syracuse area from making a big mistake, one that
will be nearly impossible to undo. Again, I have no dog in this fight. My true intention is to make sure that people are not making decisions with
blinders on – decisions that will ultimately be to the detriment of all central New Yorkers, and probably most of all the residents of the city of Syracuse. 
 
To that end, I will be visiting my parents at the end of this week and through the weekend. I was wondering if I might meet with you or someone in the
mayor’s office sometime on Thursday, Friday or in the morning next Tuesday. I am hoping to at least impart my analysis and also see if I can get an
understanding as to why there is such strong support for the community grid plan. 
 
Kind regards, 
Joe  
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
 


On Wednesday, March 23, 2022, 01:20:27 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write this out. I appreciated getting the opportunity to speak with you earlier this afternoon and will be passing along your feedback/insight and
diagram to the Administration. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Elizabeth Hradil 
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator 
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse 
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202 
Tel: (315) 448-8040  
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request 
Connect to 211 CNY


 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 12:11 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Interstate 81 
 
Dear Mayor Walsh, 
 
I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of DeWitt with a
mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a "Syracusan" to the rest of
the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely to promote the growth of my
hometown.
 
I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central New York.  Part
of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my gut feelings are not created
out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the future.  As an attorney, I am very analytical.  I
also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81 transportation project alternatives. 
 
The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan on opening a
firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would probably live in the suburbs. 
But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create enough traffic headaches, both for us as
commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 
 
I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that growth is not
unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 
 
It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure decisions in my
city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these projects include Clyde Warren
Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 
 
My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of downtown with some
bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You could even eliminate a dividing road (or



mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com





at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to handle the groundwater flow, such a project is feasible
given its shorter length. 
 
I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to correct the
"sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 
 
I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud to be from my
hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808







jwsarno@yahoo.c.../Inbox


May 13 at 9:31 AM


RE: Interstate 81


Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net>
To: Joseph Sarno <jwsarno@yahoo.com>


Thank you for sharing your concerns with the Mayor’s office. I will make sure your message is passed along to the Mayor.
 
I also want to share a helpful resource regarding I-81. I believe this may be a helpful resource in addressing many of your concerns:
https://webapps.dot.ny.gov/i-81-viaduct-project. You will also find contact information for the New York State Department of Transportation there as
well. While public comment periods are closed, we welcome you to share your message with them directly.
 
Zillow is not a reliable source for accurately assessing real property value. To get a more accurate picture, I encourage you to reach out to the
Department of Finance or the Department of Assessment to see how much your taxes would be and how we assess real property values.
 
Kind regards,
 
Liz Hradil
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse
203 City Hall
233 East Washington Street
Syracuse, NY 13202
315.448.8040
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request
Connect to 211 CNY


 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2022 3:10 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Re: Interstate 81
 
Ms. Hradil, 


So my wife and I were in town last week visiting my sick mother in DeWitt (near the east side of Syracuse). We treated my mom (who is not mobile) to various meals via
takeout while we were there including Heid's, Dinosaur, and Stella's. Using I-81 we were successful in bringing back warm food. This convenience is a plus that I am fairly
certain will go away with the tearing down of I-81 through Syracuse. And we'd truly be less likely to patronize these businesses. 


I had mentioned that my wife and I were thinking about moving back to Syracuse. There are many negatives to such a move:  
(1) My friend Dan Fennessey pointed out that the nice weather Syracuse was experiencing is rare - gray and gloomy are the norm.  
(2) Property taxes are much higher. For example, if we sell our house here in Dallas for $400,000 (Zillow value is $550K) and buy a replacement in CNY for $400,000, our
property taxes will triple!  
(3) State income taxes. Instead of having no state income tax as we do in Texas, we will be subject to NY state income taxes.  


As discussed, one positive attribute of Syracuse is the commute/travel times in the region. By the way, this does have a legitimate monetary value - I've turned down jobs
paying $10,000 to 20,000 more because the commute time was too great. Where I thought I might open an office in downtown Syracuse, I'd be more likely to have my
office in DeWitt, assuming inefficient travel in and out of the city. Syracuse used to have a cost-of-living advantage but that has mostly disappeared of late. Not only that,
the cost of transport with the "grid" will almost certainly go up in the area and these costs will inevitably be passed on to consumers, likely making the cost of living an even
larger disadvantage. 


The shorter tunnel I proposed that starts at MLK school and rises back to above street level at E. Genessee would, I believe, still accomplish all of the goals of the
Community Grid plan. For example, it will not become more difficult for residents of the 15th ward to commute to employers in the suburbs (like Amazon in Clay). By the
way, regarding Amazon, I am confident that their drivers will be driving their big rigs through downtown instead of going around to head south.  


I know the tunnel is more expensive, but Syracuse is worth it! Since when did Albany care about spending money on upstate NY anyway. I feel like there are some special
interests (maybe SU, Upstate) that may be clouding your judgments and allowing you to be fooled by the state. Y'all need to wake up before it's too late!  


Anyway, I have read the Mayor's comments on behalf of the City of Syracuse. Mr. Walsh states: "Syracuse will benefit from the Community Grid alternative." There is no
support in his letter for this conclusory statement. And I could not find anything in the DEIS either. The DEIS does not really address potential economic growth. All I can say
is that in five years, you and Mayor Walsh can imagine me saying "I told you so."  


I hope you will take my comments to the mayor. I am happy to discuss my thoughts with your office (even though I've only scratched the surface). I have an open mind so if
there is something I am missing I would sure like to know. And if it's too late, then I am too late from protecting Syracuse and the CNY region from again getting screwed
by the state. 


Kind Regards, 
Joe  



https://webapps.dot.ny.gov/i-81-viaduct-project

http://www.syrgov.net/Departments.aspx

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseeclickfix.com%2Fweb_portal%2F6Vmkd6ft87yZyt1MeXke5rXW%2Fissues%2Fmap%3Flat%3D43.05042000000003%26lng%3D-76.14737999999994%26max_lat%3D43.07891929985966%26max_lng%3D-76.08212471008302%26min_lat%3D43.02190585978728%26min_lng%3D-76.2125873565674%26zoom%3D14&data=04%7C01%7Ccbaker%40Syracuse.com%7C4a0f6a785e5e4fc586f508d9577cadbd%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637637015258793788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=G6db0brOdg5tOFDW7dpAOY7DRG52AUlbizm8qZXxHhs%3D&reserved=0

https://www.211cny.com/





Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
 


On Wednesday, May 4, 2022, 02:25:29 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
We appreciate your offer to meet; unfortunately we are not able to accommodate that at this time. Additionally, NYSDOT is beyond the point of considering new
alternatives. However, I would like to direct you towards the Mayor’s comments on the DEIS at the public hearing:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/
 
The City also has a full, written public comment:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/
 
Kind regards,
 
Elizabeth Hradil
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202
Tel: (315) 448-8040
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request
Connect to 211 CNY


 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 10:57 AM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Re: Interstate 81
 
Ms. Hradil, 
 
I have been keeping up with the latest on the I-81 viaduct project. I am still interested in saving the Syracuse area from making a big mistake, one that will be nearly impossible to
undo. Again, I have no dog in this fight. My true intention is to make sure that people are not making decisions with blinders on – decisions that will ultimately be to the detriment of
all central New Yorkers, and probably most of all the residents of the city of Syracuse. 
 
To that end, I will be visiting my parents at the end of this week and through the weekend. I was wondering if I might meet with you or someone in the mayor’s office sometime on
Thursday, Friday or in the morning next Tuesday. I am hoping to at least impart my analysis and also see if I can get an understanding as to why there is such strong support for the
community grid plan. 
 
Kind regards, 
Joe  
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
 


On Wednesday, March 23, 2022, 01:20:27 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write this out. I appreciated getting the opportunity to speak with you earlier this afternoon and will be passing along your feedback/insight and
diagram to the Administration. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Elizabeth Hradil 
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator 
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse 
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202 
Tel: (315) 448-8040  
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request 
Connect to 211 CNY



https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/

https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/

http://www.syrgov.net/Departments.aspx

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseeclickfix.com%2Fweb_portal%2F6Vmkd6ft87yZyt1MeXke5rXW%2Fissues%2Fmap%3Flat%3D43.05042000000003%26lng%3D-76.14737999999994%26max_lat%3D43.07891929985966%26max_lng%3D-76.08212471008302%26min_lat%3D43.02190585978728%26min_lng%3D-76.2125873565674%26zoom%3D14&data=04%7C01%7Ccbaker%40Syracuse.com%7C4a0f6a785e5e4fc586f508d9577cadbd%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637637015258793788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=G6db0brOdg5tOFDW7dpAOY7DRG52AUlbizm8qZXxHhs%3D&reserved=0

https://www.211cny.com/





 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 12:11 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Interstate 81 
 
Dear Mayor Walsh, 
 
I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of DeWitt with a
mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a "Syracusan" to the rest of
the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely to promote the growth of my
hometown. 
 
I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central New York. 
Part of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my gut feelings are not
created out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the future.  As an attorney, I am very
analytical.  I also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81 transportation project alternatives. 
 
The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan on opening
a firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would probably live in the
suburbs.  But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create enough traffic headaches, both
for us as commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 
 
I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that growth is not
unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 
 
It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure decisions in my
city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these projects include Clyde Warren
Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 
 
My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of downtown with some
bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You could even eliminate a dividing road
(or at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to handle the groundwater flow, such a project is feasible
given its shorter length. 
 
I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to correct the
"sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 
 
I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud to be from my
hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808



mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com





jwsarno@yahoo.c.../Sent


May 13 at 10:46 AM


Re: Interstate 81


Joseph Sarno <jwsarno@yahoo.com>
To: Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net>


I have seen all the animations, read all the articles, and I have thoroughly reviewed the DEIS. I wouldn't have reached out if my concerns were even partially addressed. I still
think an abridged T-2 (tunnel) is the best alternative (not assessed by the DEIS). Just a quick engineering study (even at 30,000 feet) to assess the feasibility might be worth
it. 


Regarding Zillow, my point wasn't that my house is worth $550,000, but that even at a $400,000 price point, property taxes in the Syracuse area are about TRIPLE what they
are here in the Dallas area for the same price home. 


It may not matter anyway. My wife is starting a job with Ernst & Young. She will be able to transfer to other cities where Ernst & Young is located, and I can essentially do
my job from anywhere. That said, I did not realize that the Big 4 accounting firms have already all left Syracuse! So, a move to upstate would likely be a move to Rochester
anyway. 


Well, I guess we'll see what happens. Let me just say this now for the record: I told you so. 


Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
  


On Friday, May 13, 2022, 09:31:48 AM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
Thank you for sharing your concerns with the Mayor’s office. I will make sure your message is passed along to the Mayor.
 
I also want to share a helpful resource regarding I-81. I believe this may be a helpful resource in addressing many of your concerns:https://webapps.dot.ny.gov/i-81-
viaduct-project. You will also find contact information for the New York State Department of Transportation there as well. While public comment periods are closed,
we welcome you to share your message with them directly.
 
Zillow is not a reliable source for accurately assessing real property value. To get a more accurate picture, I encourage you to reach out to the Department of Finance
or the Department of Assessment to see how much your taxes would be and how we assess real property values.
 
Kind regards,
 
Liz Hradil
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse
203 City Hall
233 East Washington Street
Syracuse, NY 13202
315.448.8040
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request
Connect to 211 CNY


 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2022 3:10 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Re: Interstate 81
 
Ms. Hradil, 
 
So my wife and I were in town last week visiting my sick mother in DeWitt (near the east side of Syracuse). We treated my mom (who is not mobile) to
various meals via takeout while we were there including Heid's, Dinosaur, and Stella's. Using I-81 we were successful in bringing back warm food.
This convenience is a plus that I am fairly certain will go away with the tearing down of I-81 through Syracuse. And we'd truly be less likely to
patronize these businesses. 
 
I had mentioned that my wife and I were thinking about moving back to Syracuse. There are many negatives to such a move: 
(1) My friend Dan Fennessey pointed out that the nice weather Syracuse was experiencing is rare - gray and gloomy are the norm. 
(2) Property taxes are much higher. For example, if we sell our house here in Dallas for $400,000 (Zillow value is $550K) and buy a replacement in
CNY for $400,000, our property taxes will triple! 
(3) State income taxes. Instead of having no state income tax as we do in Texas, we will be subject to NY state income taxes. 
 
As discussed, one positive attribute of Syracuse is the commute/travel times in the region. By the way, this does have a legitimate monetary value - I've



https://webapps.dot.ny.gov/i-81-viaduct-project

http://www.syrgov.net/Departments.aspx

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseeclickfix.com%2Fweb_portal%2F6Vmkd6ft87yZyt1MeXke5rXW%2Fissues%2Fmap%3Flat%3D43.05042000000003%26lng%3D-76.14737999999994%26max_lat%3D43.07891929985966%26max_lng%3D-76.08212471008302%26min_lat%3D43.02190585978728%26min_lng%3D-76.2125873565674%26zoom%3D14&data=04%7C01%7Ccbaker%40Syracuse.com%7C4a0f6a785e5e4fc586f508d9577cadbd%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637637015258793788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=G6db0brOdg5tOFDW7dpAOY7DRG52AUlbizm8qZXxHhs%3D&reserved=0

https://www.211cny.com/





turned down jobs paying $10,000 to 20,000 more because the commute time was too great. Where I thought I might open an office in downtown
Syracuse, I'd be more likely to have my office in DeWitt, assuming inefficient travel in and out of the city. Syracuse used to have a cost-of-living
advantage but that has mostly disappeared of late. Not only that, the cost of transport with the "grid" will almost certainly go up in the area and these
costs will inevitably be passed on to consumers, likely making the cost of living an even larger disadvantage. 
 
The shorter tunnel I proposed that starts at MLK school and rises back to above street level at E. Genessee would, I believe, still accomplish all of the
goals of the Community Grid plan. For example, it will not become more difficult for residents of the 15th ward to commute to employers in the
suburbs (like Amazon in Clay). By the way, regarding Amazon, I am confident that their drivers will be driving their big rigs through downtown
instead of going around to head south. 
 
I know the tunnel is more expensive, but Syracuse is worth it! Since when did Albany care about spending money on upstate NY anyway. I feel like
there are some special interests (maybe SU, Upstate) that may be clouding your judgments and allowing you to be fooled by the state. Y'all need to
wake up before it's too late!  
 
Anyway, I have read the Mayor's comments on behalf of the City of Syracuse. Mr. Walsh states: "Syracuse will benefit from the Community Grid
alternative." There is no support in his letter for this conclusory statement. And I could not find anything in the DEIS either. The DEIS does not really
address potential economic growth. All I can say is that in five years, you and Mayor Walsh can imagine me saying "I told you so." 
 
I hope you will take my comments to the mayor. I am happy to discuss my thoughts with your office (even though I've only scratched the surface). I
have an open mind so if there is something I am missing I would sure like to know. And if it's too late, then I am too late from protecting Syracuse and
the CNY region from again getting screwed by the state. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Joe  
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
 


On Wednesday, May 4, 2022, 02:25:29 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
We appreciate your offer to meet; unfortunately we are not able to accommodate that at this time. Additionally, NYSDOT is beyond the point of considering new
alternatives. However, I would like to direct you towards the Mayor’s comments on the DEIS at the public hearing:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/
 
The City also has a full, written public comment:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/
 
Kind regards,
 
Elizabeth Hradil
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202
Tel: (315) 448-8040
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request
Connect to 211 CNY


 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 10:57 AM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Re: Interstate 81
 
Ms. Hradil, 
 
I have been keeping up with the latest on the I-81 viaduct project. I am still interested in saving the Syracuse area from making a big mistake, one that will be nearly impossible to
undo. Again, I have no dog in this fight. My true intention is to make sure that people are not making decisions with blinders on – decisions that will ultimately be to the detriment
of all central New Yorkers, and probably most of all the residents of the city of Syracuse. 
 
To that end, I will be visiting my parents at the end of this week and through the weekend. I was wondering if I might meet with you or someone in the mayor’s office sometime
on Thursday, Friday or in the morning next Tuesday. I am hoping to at least impart my analysis and also see if I can get an understanding as to why there is such strong support for
the community grid plan. 
 
Kind regards, 



https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/

https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/

http://www.syrgov.net/Departments.aspx

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseeclickfix.com%2Fweb_portal%2F6Vmkd6ft87yZyt1MeXke5rXW%2Fissues%2Fmap%3Flat%3D43.05042000000003%26lng%3D-76.14737999999994%26max_lat%3D43.07891929985966%26max_lng%3D-76.08212471008302%26min_lat%3D43.02190585978728%26min_lng%3D-76.2125873565674%26zoom%3D14&data=04%7C01%7Ccbaker%40Syracuse.com%7C4a0f6a785e5e4fc586f508d9577cadbd%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637637015258793788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=G6db0brOdg5tOFDW7dpAOY7DRG52AUlbizm8qZXxHhs%3D&reserved=0

https://www.211cny.com/





Joe  
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
 


On Wednesday, March 23, 2022, 01:20:27 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write this out. I appreciated getting the opportunity to speak with you earlier this afternoon and will be passing along your feedback/insight
and diagram to the Administration. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Elizabeth Hradil 
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator 
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse 
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202 
Tel: (315) 448-8040  
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request 
Connect to 211 CNY


 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 12:11 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Interstate 81 
 
Dear Mayor Walsh, 
 
I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of DeWitt with a
mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a "Syracusan" to the rest of
the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely to promote the growth of my
hometown. 
 
I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central New York. 
Part of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my gut feelings are not
created out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the future.  As an attorney, I am very
analytical.  I also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81 transportation project alternatives. 
 
The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan on
opening a firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would probably live in
the suburbs.  But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create enough traffic headaches,
both for us as commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 
 
I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that growth is
not unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 
 
It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure decisions in my
city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these projects include Clyde Warren
Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 
 
My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of downtown with
some bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You could even eliminate a
dividing road (or at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to handle the groundwater flow, such a
project is feasible given its shorter length. 
 
I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to correct the
"sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 
 
I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud to be from
my hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808
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jwsarno@yahoo.c.../Sent

Mar 23 at 11:10 AM

Interstate 81

Joseph Sarno <jwsarno@yahoo.com>
To: mayor@syrgov.com

Dear Mayor Walsh, 

I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of DeWitt
with a mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a "Syracusan" to
the rest of the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely to promote the growth
of my hometown. 

I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central New
York.  Part of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my gut feelings
are not created out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the future.  As an attorney,
I am very analytical.  I also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81 transportation project
alternatives. 

The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan on
opening a firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would probably live
in the suburbs.  But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create enough traffic
headaches, both for us as commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 

I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that growth
is not unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 

It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure decisions in
my city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these projects include Clyde
Warren Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 

My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of downtown
with some bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You could even eliminate a
dividing road (or at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to handle the groundwater flow,
such a project is feasible given its shorter length. 

I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to correct
the "sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 

I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud to be
from my hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 

Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808
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jwsarno@yahoo.c.../Inbox

Mar 23 at 1:20 PM

RE: Interstate 81

Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net>
To: Joseph Sarno <jwsarno@yahoo.com>

Thank you for taking the time to write this out. I appreciated getting the opportunity to speak with you earlier this afternoon and will be passing along your
feedback/insight and diagram to the Administration. 

Kind regards, 

Elizabeth Hradil 
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator 
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse 
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202 
Tel: (315) 448-8040  
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request 
Connect to 211 CNY 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 12:11 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Interstate 81 

Dear Mayor Walsh, 

I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of DeWitt
with a mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a "Syracusan" to
the rest of the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely to promote the growth
of my hometown. 

I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central New
York.  Part of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my gut feelings
are not created out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the future.  As an attorney,
I am very analytical.  I also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81 transportation project
alternatives. 

The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan on
opening a firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would probably live
in the suburbs.  But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create enough traffic
headaches, both for us as commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 

I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that growth
is not unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 

It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure decisions in
my city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these projects include Clyde
Warren Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 

My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of downtown
with some bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You could even eliminate a
dividing road (or at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to handle the groundwater flow,
such a project is feasible given its shorter length. 

I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to correct
the "sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 

I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud to be
from my hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 

Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808 

mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com


jwsarno@yahoo.c.../Sent

May 4 at 9:57 AM

Re: Interstate 81

Joseph Sarno <jwsarno@yahoo.com>
To: Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net>

Ms. Hradil, 

I have been keeping up with the latest on the I-81 viaduct project. I am still interested in saving the Syracuse area from making a big mistake, one that will be nearly
impossible to undo. Again, I have no dog in this fight. My true intention is to make sure that people are not making decisions with blinders on – decisions that will
ultimately be to the detriment of all central New Yorkers, and probably most of all the residents of the city of Syracuse. 

To that end, I will be visiting my parents at the end of this week and through the weekend. I was wondering if I might meet with you or someone in the mayor’s office
sometime on Thursday, Friday or in the morning next Tuesday. I am hoping to at least impart my analysis and also see if I can get an understanding as to why there is such
strong support for the community grid plan. 

Kind regards, 
Joe  

Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
  

On Wednesday, March 23, 2022, 01:20:27 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write this out. I appreciated getting the opportunity to speak with you earlier this afternoon and will be passing along your
feedback/insight and diagram to the Administration. 
 
Kind regards,
 
Elizabeth Hradil 
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator 
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse 
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202
Tel: (315) 448-8040  
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request 
Connect to 211 CNY 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 12:11 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Interstate 81 
 
Dear Mayor Walsh, 
 
I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of DeWitt
with a mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a
"Syracusan" to the rest of the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely to
promote the growth of my hometown. 
 
I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central New
York.  Part of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my gut
feelings are not created out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the future.  As
an attorney, I am very analytical.  I also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81 transportation
project alternatives. 
 
The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan on
opening a firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would probably
live in the suburbs.  But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create enough traffic
headaches, both for us as commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 
 
I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that
growth is not unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 
 
It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure decisions
in my city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these projects include
Clyde Warren Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 
 
My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of downtown
with some bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You could even
eliminate a dividing road (or at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to handle the
groundwater flow, such a project is feasible given its shorter length. 
 
I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to
correct the "sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 
 
I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud to be

mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com


from my hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808 



jwsarno@yahoo.c.../Inbox

May 4 at 2:25 PM

RE: Interstate 81

Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net>
To: jwsarno@yahoo.com <jwsarno@yahoo.com>

We appreciate your offer to meet; unfortunately we are not able to accommodate that at this time. Additionally, NYSDOT is beyond the point of
considering new alternatives. However, I would like to direct you towards the Mayor’s comments on the DEIS at the public hearing:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/
 
The City also has a full, written public comment:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/
 
Kind regards,
 
Elizabeth Hradil
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202
Tel: (315) 448-8040
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request
Connect to 211 CNY

 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 10:57 AM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Re: Interstate 81
 
Ms. Hradil, 

I have been keeping up with the latest on the I-81 viaduct project. I am still interested in saving the Syracuse area from making a big mistake, one that will be nearly
impossible to undo. Again, I have no dog in this fight. My true intention is to make sure that people are not making decisions with blinders on – decisions that will
ultimately be to the detriment of all central New Yorkers, and probably most of all the residents of the city of Syracuse. 

To that end, I will be visiting my parents at the end of this week and through the weekend. I was wondering if I might meet with you or someone in the mayor’s office
sometime on Thursday, Friday or in the morning next Tuesday. I am hoping to at least impart my analysis and also see if I can get an understanding as to why there is such
strong support for the community grid plan. 

Kind regards, 
Joe  

Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
 

On Wednesday, March 23, 2022, 01:20:27 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write this out. I appreciated getting the opportunity to speak with you earlier this afternoon and will be passing along your
feedback/insight and diagram to the Administration. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Elizabeth Hradil 
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator 
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse 
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202 
Tel: (315) 448-8040  
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request 
Connect to 211 CNY

 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 12:11 PM 

https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/
http://www.syrgov.net/Departments.aspx
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseeclickfix.com%2Fweb_portal%2F6Vmkd6ft87yZyt1MeXke5rXW%2Fissues%2Fmap%3Flat%3D43.05042000000003%26lng%3D-76.14737999999994%26max_lat%3D43.07891929985966%26max_lng%3D-76.08212471008302%26min_lat%3D43.02190585978728%26min_lng%3D-76.2125873565674%26zoom%3D14&data=04%7C01%7Ccbaker%40Syracuse.com%7C4a0f6a785e5e4fc586f508d9577cadbd%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637637015258793788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=G6db0brOdg5tOFDW7dpAOY7DRG52AUlbizm8qZXxHhs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.211cny.com/
mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com


To: Mayor 
Subject: Interstate 81 
 
Dear Mayor Walsh, 
 
I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of
DeWitt with a mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a
"Syracusan" to the rest of the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely
to promote the growth of my hometown. 
 
I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central
New York.  Part of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my
gut feelings are not created out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the
future.  As an attorney, I am very analytical.  I also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81
transportation project alternatives. 
 
The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan
on opening a firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would
probably live in the suburbs.  But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create
enough traffic headaches, both for us as commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 
 
I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that
growth is not unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 
 
It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure
decisions in my city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these
projects include Clyde Warren Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 
 
My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of
downtown with some bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You
could even eliminate a dividing road (or at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to
handle the groundwater flow, such a project is feasible given its shorter length. 
 
I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to
correct the "sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 
 
I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud
to be from my hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808



jwsarno@yahoo.c.../Sent

May 12 at 2:09 PM

Re: Interstate 81

Joseph Sarno <jwsarno@yahoo.com>
To: Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net>

Ms. Hradil, 

So my wife and I were in town last week visiting my sick mother in DeWitt (near the east side of Syracuse). We treated my mom (who is not mobile) to various meals via
takeout while we were there including Heid's, Dinosaur, and Stella's. Using I-81 we were successful in bringing back warm food. This convenience is a plus that I am fairly
certain will go away with the tearing down of I-81 through Syracuse. And we'd truly be less likely to patronize these businesses. 

I had mentioned that my wife and I were thinking about moving back to Syracuse. There are many negatives to such a move:  
(1) My friend Dan Fennessey pointed out that the nice weather Syracuse was experiencing is rare - gray and gloomy are the norm. 
(2) Property taxes are much higher. For example, if we sell our house here in Dallas for $400,000 (Zillow value is $550K) and buy a replacement in CNY for $400,000, our
property taxes will triple! 
(3) State income taxes. Instead of having no state income tax as we do in Texas, we will be subject to NY state income taxes. 

As discussed, one positive attribute of Syracuse is the commute/travel times in the region. By the way, this does have a legitimate monetary value - I've turned down jobs
paying $10,000 to 20,000 more because the commute time was too great. Where I thought I might open an office in downtown Syracuse, I'd be more likely to have my
office in DeWitt, assuming inefficient travel in and out of the city. Syracuse used to have a cost-of-living advantage but that has mostly disappeared of late. Not only that,
the cost of transport with the "grid" will almost certainly go up in the area and these costs will inevitably be passed on to consumers, likely making the cost of living an even
larger disadvantage. 

The shorter tunnel I proposed that starts at MLK school and rises back to above street level at E. Genessee would, I believe, still accomplish all of the goals of the
Community Grid plan. For example, it will not become more difficult for residents of the 15th ward to commute to employers in the suburbs (like Amazon in Clay). By the
way, regarding Amazon, I am confident that their drivers will be driving their big rigs through downtown instead of going around to head south.  

I know the tunnel is more expensive, but Syracuse is worth it! Since when did Albany care about spending money on upstate NY anyway. I feel like there are some special
interests (maybe SU, Upstate) that may be clouding your judgments and allowing you to be fooled by the state. Y'all need to wake up before it's too late! 

Anyway, I have read the Mayor's comments on behalf of the City of Syracuse. Mr. Walsh states: "Syracuse will benefit from the Community Grid alternative." There is no
support in his letter for this conclusory statement. And I could not find anything in the DEIS either. The DEIS does not really address potential economic growth. All I can say
is that in five years, you and Mayor Walsh can imagine me saying "I told you so." 

I hope you will take my comments to the mayor. I am happy to discuss my thoughts with your office (even though I've only scratched the surface). I have an open mind so if
there is something I am missing I would sure like to know. And if it's too late, then I am too late from protecting Syracuse and the CNY region from again getting screwed
by the state. 

Kind Regards, 
Joe  

Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
  

On Wednesday, May 4, 2022, 02:25:29 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
We appreciate your offer to meet; unfortunately we are not able to accommodate that at this time. Additionally, NYSDOT is beyond the point of considering new
alternatives. However, I would like to direct you towards the Mayor’s comments on the DEIS at the public hearing:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/
 
The City also has a full, written public comment:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/
 
Kind regards,
 
Elizabeth Hradil
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202
Tel: (315) 448-8040
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request
Connect to 211 CNY

 

https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/
http://www.syrgov.net/Departments.aspx
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseeclickfix.com%2Fweb_portal%2F6Vmkd6ft87yZyt1MeXke5rXW%2Fissues%2Fmap%3Flat%3D43.05042000000003%26lng%3D-76.14737999999994%26max_lat%3D43.07891929985966%26max_lng%3D-76.08212471008302%26min_lat%3D43.02190585978728%26min_lng%3D-76.2125873565674%26zoom%3D14&data=04%7C01%7Ccbaker%40Syracuse.com%7C4a0f6a785e5e4fc586f508d9577cadbd%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637637015258793788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=G6db0brOdg5tOFDW7dpAOY7DRG52AUlbizm8qZXxHhs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.211cny.com/


From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 10:57 AM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Re: Interstate 81
 
Ms. Hradil, 
 
I have been keeping up with the latest on the I-81 viaduct project. I am still interested in saving the Syracuse area from making a big mistake, one that
will be nearly impossible to undo. Again, I have no dog in this fight. My true intention is to make sure that people are not making decisions with
blinders on – decisions that will ultimately be to the detriment of all central New Yorkers, and probably most of all the residents of the city of Syracuse. 
 
To that end, I will be visiting my parents at the end of this week and through the weekend. I was wondering if I might meet with you or someone in the
mayor’s office sometime on Thursday, Friday or in the morning next Tuesday. I am hoping to at least impart my analysis and also see if I can get an
understanding as to why there is such strong support for the community grid plan. 
 
Kind regards, 
Joe  
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
 

On Wednesday, March 23, 2022, 01:20:27 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write this out. I appreciated getting the opportunity to speak with you earlier this afternoon and will be passing along your feedback/insight and
diagram to the Administration. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Elizabeth Hradil 
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator 
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse 
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202 
Tel: (315) 448-8040  
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request 
Connect to 211 CNY

 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 12:11 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Interstate 81 
 
Dear Mayor Walsh, 
 
I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of DeWitt with a
mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a "Syracusan" to the rest of
the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely to promote the growth of my
hometown.
 
I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central New York.  Part
of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my gut feelings are not created
out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the future.  As an attorney, I am very analytical.  I
also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81 transportation project alternatives. 
 
The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan on opening a
firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would probably live in the suburbs. 
But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create enough traffic headaches, both for us as
commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 
 
I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that growth is not
unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 
 
It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure decisions in my
city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these projects include Clyde Warren
Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 
 
My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of downtown with some
bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You could even eliminate a dividing road (or

mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com


at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to handle the groundwater flow, such a project is feasible
given its shorter length. 
 
I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to correct the
"sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 
 
I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud to be from my
hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808



jwsarno@yahoo.c.../Inbox

May 13 at 9:31 AM

RE: Interstate 81

Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net>
To: Joseph Sarno <jwsarno@yahoo.com>

Thank you for sharing your concerns with the Mayor’s office. I will make sure your message is passed along to the Mayor.
 
I also want to share a helpful resource regarding I-81. I believe this may be a helpful resource in addressing many of your concerns:
https://webapps.dot.ny.gov/i-81-viaduct-project. You will also find contact information for the New York State Department of Transportation there as
well. While public comment periods are closed, we welcome you to share your message with them directly.
 
Zillow is not a reliable source for accurately assessing real property value. To get a more accurate picture, I encourage you to reach out to the
Department of Finance or the Department of Assessment to see how much your taxes would be and how we assess real property values.
 
Kind regards,
 
Liz Hradil
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse
203 City Hall
233 East Washington Street
Syracuse, NY 13202
315.448.8040
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request
Connect to 211 CNY

 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2022 3:10 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Re: Interstate 81
 
Ms. Hradil, 

So my wife and I were in town last week visiting my sick mother in DeWitt (near the east side of Syracuse). We treated my mom (who is not mobile) to various meals via
takeout while we were there including Heid's, Dinosaur, and Stella's. Using I-81 we were successful in bringing back warm food. This convenience is a plus that I am fairly
certain will go away with the tearing down of I-81 through Syracuse. And we'd truly be less likely to patronize these businesses. 

I had mentioned that my wife and I were thinking about moving back to Syracuse. There are many negatives to such a move:  
(1) My friend Dan Fennessey pointed out that the nice weather Syracuse was experiencing is rare - gray and gloomy are the norm.  
(2) Property taxes are much higher. For example, if we sell our house here in Dallas for $400,000 (Zillow value is $550K) and buy a replacement in CNY for $400,000, our
property taxes will triple!  
(3) State income taxes. Instead of having no state income tax as we do in Texas, we will be subject to NY state income taxes.  

As discussed, one positive attribute of Syracuse is the commute/travel times in the region. By the way, this does have a legitimate monetary value - I've turned down jobs
paying $10,000 to 20,000 more because the commute time was too great. Where I thought I might open an office in downtown Syracuse, I'd be more likely to have my
office in DeWitt, assuming inefficient travel in and out of the city. Syracuse used to have a cost-of-living advantage but that has mostly disappeared of late. Not only that,
the cost of transport with the "grid" will almost certainly go up in the area and these costs will inevitably be passed on to consumers, likely making the cost of living an even
larger disadvantage. 

The shorter tunnel I proposed that starts at MLK school and rises back to above street level at E. Genessee would, I believe, still accomplish all of the goals of the
Community Grid plan. For example, it will not become more difficult for residents of the 15th ward to commute to employers in the suburbs (like Amazon in Clay). By the
way, regarding Amazon, I am confident that their drivers will be driving their big rigs through downtown instead of going around to head south.  

I know the tunnel is more expensive, but Syracuse is worth it! Since when did Albany care about spending money on upstate NY anyway. I feel like there are some special
interests (maybe SU, Upstate) that may be clouding your judgments and allowing you to be fooled by the state. Y'all need to wake up before it's too late!  

Anyway, I have read the Mayor's comments on behalf of the City of Syracuse. Mr. Walsh states: "Syracuse will benefit from the Community Grid alternative." There is no
support in his letter for this conclusory statement. And I could not find anything in the DEIS either. The DEIS does not really address potential economic growth. All I can say
is that in five years, you and Mayor Walsh can imagine me saying "I told you so."  

I hope you will take my comments to the mayor. I am happy to discuss my thoughts with your office (even though I've only scratched the surface). I have an open mind so if
there is something I am missing I would sure like to know. And if it's too late, then I am too late from protecting Syracuse and the CNY region from again getting screwed
by the state. 

Kind Regards, 
Joe  

https://webapps.dot.ny.gov/i-81-viaduct-project
http://www.syrgov.net/Departments.aspx
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseeclickfix.com%2Fweb_portal%2F6Vmkd6ft87yZyt1MeXke5rXW%2Fissues%2Fmap%3Flat%3D43.05042000000003%26lng%3D-76.14737999999994%26max_lat%3D43.07891929985966%26max_lng%3D-76.08212471008302%26min_lat%3D43.02190585978728%26min_lng%3D-76.2125873565674%26zoom%3D14&data=04%7C01%7Ccbaker%40Syracuse.com%7C4a0f6a785e5e4fc586f508d9577cadbd%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637637015258793788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=G6db0brOdg5tOFDW7dpAOY7DRG52AUlbizm8qZXxHhs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.211cny.com/


Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
 

On Wednesday, May 4, 2022, 02:25:29 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
We appreciate your offer to meet; unfortunately we are not able to accommodate that at this time. Additionally, NYSDOT is beyond the point of considering new
alternatives. However, I would like to direct you towards the Mayor’s comments on the DEIS at the public hearing:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/
 
The City also has a full, written public comment:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/
 
Kind regards,
 
Elizabeth Hradil
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202
Tel: (315) 448-8040
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request
Connect to 211 CNY

 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 10:57 AM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Re: Interstate 81
 
Ms. Hradil, 
 
I have been keeping up with the latest on the I-81 viaduct project. I am still interested in saving the Syracuse area from making a big mistake, one that will be nearly impossible to
undo. Again, I have no dog in this fight. My true intention is to make sure that people are not making decisions with blinders on – decisions that will ultimately be to the detriment of
all central New Yorkers, and probably most of all the residents of the city of Syracuse. 
 
To that end, I will be visiting my parents at the end of this week and through the weekend. I was wondering if I might meet with you or someone in the mayor’s office sometime on
Thursday, Friday or in the morning next Tuesday. I am hoping to at least impart my analysis and also see if I can get an understanding as to why there is such strong support for the
community grid plan. 
 
Kind regards, 
Joe  
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
 

On Wednesday, March 23, 2022, 01:20:27 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write this out. I appreciated getting the opportunity to speak with you earlier this afternoon and will be passing along your feedback/insight and
diagram to the Administration. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Elizabeth Hradil 
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator 
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse 
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202 
Tel: (315) 448-8040  
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request 
Connect to 211 CNY

https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/
http://www.syrgov.net/Departments.aspx
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseeclickfix.com%2Fweb_portal%2F6Vmkd6ft87yZyt1MeXke5rXW%2Fissues%2Fmap%3Flat%3D43.05042000000003%26lng%3D-76.14737999999994%26max_lat%3D43.07891929985966%26max_lng%3D-76.08212471008302%26min_lat%3D43.02190585978728%26min_lng%3D-76.2125873565674%26zoom%3D14&data=04%7C01%7Ccbaker%40Syracuse.com%7C4a0f6a785e5e4fc586f508d9577cadbd%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637637015258793788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=G6db0brOdg5tOFDW7dpAOY7DRG52AUlbizm8qZXxHhs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.211cny.com/


 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 12:11 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Interstate 81 
 
Dear Mayor Walsh, 
 
I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of DeWitt with a
mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a "Syracusan" to the rest of
the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely to promote the growth of my
hometown. 
 
I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central New York. 
Part of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my gut feelings are not
created out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the future.  As an attorney, I am very
analytical.  I also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81 transportation project alternatives. 
 
The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan on opening
a firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would probably live in the
suburbs.  But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create enough traffic headaches, both
for us as commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 
 
I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that growth is not
unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 
 
It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure decisions in my
city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these projects include Clyde Warren
Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 
 
My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of downtown with some
bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You could even eliminate a dividing road
(or at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to handle the groundwater flow, such a project is feasible
given its shorter length. 
 
I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to correct the
"sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 
 
I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud to be from my
hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808

mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com
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May 13 at 10:46 AM

Re: Interstate 81

Joseph Sarno <jwsarno@yahoo.com>
To: Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net>

I have seen all the animations, read all the articles, and I have thoroughly reviewed the DEIS. I wouldn't have reached out if my concerns were even partially addressed. I still
think an abridged T-2 (tunnel) is the best alternative (not assessed by the DEIS). Just a quick engineering study (even at 30,000 feet) to assess the feasibility might be worth
it. 

Regarding Zillow, my point wasn't that my house is worth $550,000, but that even at a $400,000 price point, property taxes in the Syracuse area are about TRIPLE what they
are here in the Dallas area for the same price home. 

It may not matter anyway. My wife is starting a job with Ernst & Young. She will be able to transfer to other cities where Ernst & Young is located, and I can essentially do
my job from anywhere. That said, I did not realize that the Big 4 accounting firms have already all left Syracuse! So, a move to upstate would likely be a move to Rochester
anyway. 

Well, I guess we'll see what happens. Let me just say this now for the record: I told you so. 

Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
  

On Friday, May 13, 2022, 09:31:48 AM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
Thank you for sharing your concerns with the Mayor’s office. I will make sure your message is passed along to the Mayor.
 
I also want to share a helpful resource regarding I-81. I believe this may be a helpful resource in addressing many of your concerns:https://webapps.dot.ny.gov/i-81-
viaduct-project. You will also find contact information for the New York State Department of Transportation there as well. While public comment periods are closed,
we welcome you to share your message with them directly.
 
Zillow is not a reliable source for accurately assessing real property value. To get a more accurate picture, I encourage you to reach out to the Department of Finance
or the Department of Assessment to see how much your taxes would be and how we assess real property values.
 
Kind regards,
 
Liz Hradil
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse
203 City Hall
233 East Washington Street
Syracuse, NY 13202
315.448.8040
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request
Connect to 211 CNY

 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2022 3:10 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Re: Interstate 81
 
Ms. Hradil, 
 
So my wife and I were in town last week visiting my sick mother in DeWitt (near the east side of Syracuse). We treated my mom (who is not mobile) to
various meals via takeout while we were there including Heid's, Dinosaur, and Stella's. Using I-81 we were successful in bringing back warm food.
This convenience is a plus that I am fairly certain will go away with the tearing down of I-81 through Syracuse. And we'd truly be less likely to
patronize these businesses. 
 
I had mentioned that my wife and I were thinking about moving back to Syracuse. There are many negatives to such a move: 
(1) My friend Dan Fennessey pointed out that the nice weather Syracuse was experiencing is rare - gray and gloomy are the norm. 
(2) Property taxes are much higher. For example, if we sell our house here in Dallas for $400,000 (Zillow value is $550K) and buy a replacement in
CNY for $400,000, our property taxes will triple! 
(3) State income taxes. Instead of having no state income tax as we do in Texas, we will be subject to NY state income taxes. 
 
As discussed, one positive attribute of Syracuse is the commute/travel times in the region. By the way, this does have a legitimate monetary value - I've

https://webapps.dot.ny.gov/i-81-viaduct-project
http://www.syrgov.net/Departments.aspx
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseeclickfix.com%2Fweb_portal%2F6Vmkd6ft87yZyt1MeXke5rXW%2Fissues%2Fmap%3Flat%3D43.05042000000003%26lng%3D-76.14737999999994%26max_lat%3D43.07891929985966%26max_lng%3D-76.08212471008302%26min_lat%3D43.02190585978728%26min_lng%3D-76.2125873565674%26zoom%3D14&data=04%7C01%7Ccbaker%40Syracuse.com%7C4a0f6a785e5e4fc586f508d9577cadbd%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637637015258793788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=G6db0brOdg5tOFDW7dpAOY7DRG52AUlbizm8qZXxHhs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.211cny.com/


turned down jobs paying $10,000 to 20,000 more because the commute time was too great. Where I thought I might open an office in downtown
Syracuse, I'd be more likely to have my office in DeWitt, assuming inefficient travel in and out of the city. Syracuse used to have a cost-of-living
advantage but that has mostly disappeared of late. Not only that, the cost of transport with the "grid" will almost certainly go up in the area and these
costs will inevitably be passed on to consumers, likely making the cost of living an even larger disadvantage. 
 
The shorter tunnel I proposed that starts at MLK school and rises back to above street level at E. Genessee would, I believe, still accomplish all of the
goals of the Community Grid plan. For example, it will not become more difficult for residents of the 15th ward to commute to employers in the
suburbs (like Amazon in Clay). By the way, regarding Amazon, I am confident that their drivers will be driving their big rigs through downtown
instead of going around to head south. 
 
I know the tunnel is more expensive, but Syracuse is worth it! Since when did Albany care about spending money on upstate NY anyway. I feel like
there are some special interests (maybe SU, Upstate) that may be clouding your judgments and allowing you to be fooled by the state. Y'all need to
wake up before it's too late!  
 
Anyway, I have read the Mayor's comments on behalf of the City of Syracuse. Mr. Walsh states: "Syracuse will benefit from the Community Grid
alternative." There is no support in his letter for this conclusory statement. And I could not find anything in the DEIS either. The DEIS does not really
address potential economic growth. All I can say is that in five years, you and Mayor Walsh can imagine me saying "I told you so." 
 
I hope you will take my comments to the mayor. I am happy to discuss my thoughts with your office (even though I've only scratched the surface). I
have an open mind so if there is something I am missing I would sure like to know. And if it's too late, then I am too late from protecting Syracuse and
the CNY region from again getting screwed by the state. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Joe  
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
 

On Wednesday, May 4, 2022, 02:25:29 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
We appreciate your offer to meet; unfortunately we are not able to accommodate that at this time. Additionally, NYSDOT is beyond the point of considering new
alternatives. However, I would like to direct you towards the Mayor’s comments on the DEIS at the public hearing:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/
 
The City also has a full, written public comment:
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/
 
Kind regards,
 
Elizabeth Hradil
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202
Tel: (315) 448-8040
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request
Connect to 211 CNY

 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 10:57 AM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Re: Interstate 81
 
Ms. Hradil, 
 
I have been keeping up with the latest on the I-81 viaduct project. I am still interested in saving the Syracuse area from making a big mistake, one that will be nearly impossible to
undo. Again, I have no dog in this fight. My true intention is to make sure that people are not making decisions with blinders on – decisions that will ultimately be to the detriment
of all central New Yorkers, and probably most of all the residents of the city of Syracuse. 
 
To that end, I will be visiting my parents at the end of this week and through the weekend. I was wondering if I might meet with you or someone in the mayor’s office sometime
on Thursday, Friday or in the morning next Tuesday. I am hoping to at least impart my analysis and also see if I can get an understanding as to why there is such strong support for
the community grid plan. 
 
Kind regards, 

https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/08/mayor-walsh-delivers-public-comment-at-state-transportation-hearing-on-i-81-viaduct-project/
https://ourcity.syrgov.net/2021/10/mayor-walsh-submits-city-of-syracuse-response-to-interstate-81-draft-environmental-impact-statement/
http://www.syrgov.net/Departments.aspx
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseeclickfix.com%2Fweb_portal%2F6Vmkd6ft87yZyt1MeXke5rXW%2Fissues%2Fmap%3Flat%3D43.05042000000003%26lng%3D-76.14737999999994%26max_lat%3D43.07891929985966%26max_lng%3D-76.08212471008302%26min_lat%3D43.02190585978728%26min_lng%3D-76.2125873565674%26zoom%3D14&data=04%7C01%7Ccbaker%40Syracuse.com%7C4a0f6a785e5e4fc586f508d9577cadbd%7C1fe6294574e64203848fb9b82929f9d4%7C0%7C0%7C637637015258793788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=G6db0brOdg5tOFDW7dpAOY7DRG52AUlbizm8qZXxHhs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.211cny.com/


Joe  
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808  
  
 

On Wednesday, March 23, 2022, 01:20:27 PM CDT, Mayor <mayor@syrgov.net> wrote:
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write this out. I appreciated getting the opportunity to speak with you earlier this afternoon and will be passing along your feedback/insight
and diagram to the Administration. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Elizabeth Hradil 
Constituent Services and Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator 
Office of the Mayor, City of Syracuse 
233 East Washington Street | Syracuse, New York 13202 
Tel: (315) 448-8040  
City of Syracuse Department Directory 
Submit a Cityline Request 
Connect to 211 CNY

 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Joseph Sarno [mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2022 12:11 PM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: Interstate 81 
 
Dear Mayor Walsh, 
 
I am currently not a constituent.  I, however, grew up in central New York and remember elections when your father was on the ballot.  I was mostly a resident of DeWitt with a
mailing address of Syracuse, although I spent some time as a tenant in the Westcott area.  I have always considered myself and referred to myself as a "Syracusan" to the rest of
the world.  And I consider the success of the city essential to the success of central New York as a whole.  My goal in writing this is purely to promote the growth of my
hometown. 
 
I have thoroughly read the DEIS, and I believe that the "community grid" plan will be ultimately detrimental to the growth of both the city of Syracuse and central New York. 
Part of my belief is just a "gut" feeling.  I had a similar gut feeling back when everyone was touting Destiny USA as a panacea for the area.  That said, my gut feelings are not
created out of thin air but are typically based on an analytical assessment recognizing that such an assessment has its limits in predicting the future.  As an attorney, I am very
analytical.  I also have an engineering degree which enabled me to wrap my head around the technical issues presented by the I-81 transportation project alternatives. 
 
The wife and I have plans to move back to central New York.  I am an attorney/CPA and she is a CPA candidate recently hired by Ernst & Young.  We ultimately plan on
opening a firm that assists people with financial issues (bankruptcy, IRS debt).  Because city public schools are so poor, and we plan to start a family, we would probably live in
the suburbs.  But, our inclination would be to open an office in downtown Syracuse.  My fear is that the removal of I-81 as a thoroughfare will create enough traffic headaches,
both for us as commuters and for prospective clients, that we would end up having our office outside of the city. 
 
I believe that this situation is not really addressed in the DEIS.  I recognize you have developers that have had some success turning offices into residences, but that growth is
not unlimited.  And if you fail to consider the business use of downtown space, you will ultimately have a decline in occupancy as a whole. 
 
It makes no sense to point out a problem, without offering a solution.  I currently live in a city that has had tremendous growth.  I believe that the infrastructure decisions in my
city have helped not only the city but the area as a whole attract new business while also enhancing the quality of life in the city.  Some of these projects include Clyde Warren
Park and the Katy Trail.  I believe that Syracuse could incorporate both of these ideas and really make Syracuse the place to be. 
 
My proposal is a short underground tunnel that comes back up and over East Genessee Street.  Imagine a walking/bike trail going right through the heart of downtown with
some bridges over the streets (search "Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge") and a park right at the point downtown meets Syracuse University.  You could even eliminate a
dividing road (or at least have a road that doesn't carry the I-81 traffic) through the project housing.  Although there would be the need to handle the groundwater flow, such a
project is feasible given its shorter length. 
 
I am attaching a rendering.  Note that I put green space in the middle of the housing project.  You could still have a road or boulevard here, but if you really want to correct the
"sins" of the past, you will give the residents of the project housing this nice green area. 
 
I am happy to discuss any of my ideas with you.  I recognize that as a non-constituent, it appears that I have no "skin in the game" but I truly just want to be proud to be from
my hometown, which includes the city of Syracuse. 
 
Joseph W. Sarno, JD, CPA 
6114 Town Hill Lane 
Dallas, TX 75214 
214-794-2808

mailto:jwsarno@yahoo.com
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Sequencing of construction work on the I 81 / I481 project

Jshlk <jshlk@aol.com>
Mon 4/18/2022 3:25 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

As someone who travels I 81 and I 481 both north and south daily, what is the current
sequencing of construction work to be performed ? Rumor has it and it is only rumor that I
have heard. The existing elevated Viaduct is to be demolished first then the reconstruction
of the I 481 bypass is to be constructed. Would it not make more scene to do the bypass
work first then the demolition of the Viaduct to minimize the daily disruption and keep the
flow of traffic moving as effectively as possible. Could not the I 81 North tie into I 481 be
done at or near the end of the project ?

Thank you for taking my questions.

Respectfully

John D. Schalk

email : jshlk@aol.com
cell : 315-447-0870  



481 Enhancements

B Schleicher <bts409@verizon.net>
Sat 5/14/2022 11:17 AM

To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>;rick.marquis@dot.gov
<rick.marquis@dot.gov>;dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

1 attachments (258 KB)

481 exit 2 off-lanes.pdf;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Hello,

Below is my comment and response from the earlier cycle.

C 4-13: There must be a continuous third travel lane between the new BL 81/I-81
south interchange and the current Interchange 3 on I-481 (future I-81). Acceleration
and deceleration lanes are not enough to handle the future traffic that will use the
road. Similarly, the existing on-ramp sat Interchange 2 on I-481 are too short to
allow the heavy truck traffic to properly reach highway speeds to merge. The I-481
southbound on-ramp should be extended to the railroad bridge, and the I-481
northbound on-ramp should be extended to the off-ramp at Interchange3, making
this an on/off-ramp lane only.

R 4-13: Based on the traffic studies, a continuous third lane between the new BL
81/I-81 south interchange and the current Interchange 3 on I-481 (future I-81) is not
warranted. Levels of service along the roadway in this area would be LOS C or
better during the peak hour in 2056(refer to
Table 5-52 of the DDR/DEIS and FDR/FEIS). Improvements to the Interchange
2area are not within the scope of this Project. Note that projected 2056 traffic levels
of service operate adequately. Acceleration/deceleration lanes on existing I-481
meet current interstate standards and do not need to be modified

While the amount of traffic and the need for a third lane can be debated the necessity to
lengthen the exit lanes at exit 2 can not.  As I have highlighted in the attached document the exit
lanes do not have enough length at a full car width to exit at highway speeds.  As the case is now
every car will slow down 10-15 miles an hour below the current speed limit while in the non-exit
lane to make that exit.  At times some drivers will take these exits at 35 miles an hour
basically making 481 a one lane highway even in mild traffic.  As I examine the the Parsons
drawing of this project not one of the improved exit lanes are this short.  In all my travels I
haven't seen a new highway built with exit lanes similar to these.  Furthermore the improvement
of these exit lanes doesn't impact any buildings or encroach on private property. 

You cant have it both ways by saying most all the traffic will go around the city and not have two
lanes able to maintain full highway speeds to handle this increased traffic.  This is an enormous
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project that has far reaching implication all over the state.  As someone who drives this section of
road every day for the last 25 years, you have this part of the project wrong, dead wrong.  And to
say its not part of the scope of this project is insulting while just 2 miles north on 481 you are
addressing the same issues.  Lastly, these improvements would be rounding errors to the overall
monetary budget of the project.

Please reexamine this issue.

Thank you.
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

neuroworksllc=aol.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<neuroworksllc=aol.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Bonita Siegel <neuroworksllc@aol.com>
Thu 5/12/2022 4:34 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear  

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Bonita Siegel



Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

johnbsheridan=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<johnbsheridan=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
John Sheridan <johnbsheridan@gmail.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 10:55 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

John Sheridan
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

johnbsheridan=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<johnbsheridan=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
John Sheridan <johnbsheridan@gmail.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 2:04 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

John Sheridan
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save 81

patricia simmons <patrenee333@yahoo.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 8:32 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

rebuilding 81 as it stands will be quicker and cheaper and safer
this is our best option 
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

cpsinatra=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<cpsinatra=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Christopher Sinatra <cpsinatra@yahoo.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 12:11 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Christopher Sinatra
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

jslabowski=aol.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<jslabowski=aol.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Jane Slabowski <jslabowski@aol.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 6:58 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Jane Slabowski



Interstate 81

Don Slade <slade.don@gmail.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 11:55 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

I'd like to add my voice to those who believe that the Community Grid is a bad idea.

Why create a large problem to solve a small problem? It's always been a great thing to know that you
can get pretty much anywhere in 15 to 20 minutes. I used to work for a company headquartered in NYC.
Whenever the execs showed up, they'd ask where different things were and then how long it would
take to get there. Inevitably the answer was about 15 minutes and they'd respond, "Everything in
Syracuse is about 15 minutes." It was true and I hope it will stay true.

Thank you for allowing my comments.

Don Slade

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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I 81

Barbara Smith <carabrendan@verizon.net>
Mon 5/16/2022 10:26 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

I'm completely against the grid idea. It will not work for Syracuse. It's best to rebuild the existing
structure.

What is amazing are the people saying the building of the current 81 was racially motivated. The
current Mayor Walsh's grandfather signed off on the original 81. I have never heard the current
Mayor speak about the decision his grandfather made. Was his grandfather a racist, or was what
the engineers came up with was the best answer?

The new plan will not work and will be a nightmare for everyone concerned. And the current
Mayor will have been out of office and won't care because I am sure he is already eyeing DC.

Thank you for your time.

Barbara Smith

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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81 comment

brian smith <smithbrianlee@hotmail.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 7:51 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

The interstate system is designed for emergencies.  It connects and runs through the centers of major
cities.  It's not always pretty.  Neither are AED boxes or fire extinguishers.  We relied on it for Katrina,
9-11, and so many other crises.  We will need to move supplies and people as quickly as possible again
and again.

We have a community grid that we could beautify.  Route 5, Route 11, these are opportunities.  The new
bridges on 690 look nice.  The new median on Erie Boulevard is well done.  Let's continue these type of
upgrades North, South, East and West in the city.  So many cities have an interstate and a useable, good
looking grid.  Raised sidewalks in Indianapolis, Cincinnati are great for snowy cities.

We need leaders who will keep our country safe.  I oppose adding one minute or mile to an emergency
route.  
Brian Smith 
3435 Stanford Drive Baldwinsville NY 13027

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 9:03:29 AM

From: dicksmith@dslextreme.com <dicksmith@dslextreme.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2022 8:50 AM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

81
Waste of money
Typical NY
Follow the money

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov


(No subject)

becky snell <becxtra@gmail.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 9:18 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

We have 5 hospitals.  We need to have efficient transportation for emergency services, personnel and
equipment.
These will be abandoned for new locations near I-481, and NYS Thruway.  Syracuse will look like Maripol. 
Your sentimentality will ruin the downtown community.

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...

1 of 1 5/16/2022, 9:24 AM



From: Arthur Speers
To: Marquis, Rick (FHWA)
Subject: Really, Rick?! We need more time!
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 2:29:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

please leave it the way it is. 481 is already busy and easy to get thru the city by 81 and to the hospitals.
Thank You

mailto:emmiesuesue@aol.com
mailto:Rick.Marquis@dot.gov


Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

stowelltheresa=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<stowelltheresa=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Theresa Stowell <stowelltheresa@gmail.com>
Thu 5/12/2022 7:03 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Theresa Stowell

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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I-81 Fiasco

Miriam Swanson <myrealtormiriam@yahoo.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 9:06 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

It is unfortunate that the people who are the decision makers have chosen to support the grid. It will will
extend commutes for travelers and increase traffic on the city streets that are already busy and in disrepair.
In addition, it will make snow removal in the city even more difficult. These are only a few of the reasons
that make this option a poor choice. The ultimate people who will suffer the consequence of this decision
are the residents and businesses of the city. It used to be a great place to visit and spend the day. 

Miriam Swanson, CBR
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson 4801 West Genesee St., Suite 3
Syracuse, NY 13219

Your agent working for you, anywhere in  the world!   

Homes on the market are at an all time low. It is the perfect time to sell. Do you want to find out what your
house is worth?

https://miriamswanson.huntrealestate.com/What-is-the-value-of-my-house

If you have not signed a Consumer Notice from me, and you & I are discussing either buying/selling Real
Estate, please read on... "The Real Estate Disclosure Law requires that I provide you with a written consumer

notice that describes the various business relationship choices that you may have with a real estate

licensee. Since we are discussing real estate without you having the benefit of the Consumer Notice, I
have the duty to advise you that any information you give me at this time is not considered confidential
unless and until you and I enter into a business relationship. 

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...

1 of 1 5/15/2022, 6:05 PM



Route 81

Paul T. <prism2006@gmail.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 11:16 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Rebuild 81 as is and keep our city moving. Don’t take some feel good approach now that we will all be
regretting for years to come after all of you are retired.

Respectfully,

Paul T.

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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Why?

ptang2797@aol.com <ptang2797@aol.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 7:38 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Sirs,

I have always believed this project was a done deal even before it was ever presented
publicly. As a homeowner in Syracuse south  side for almost 70 years, I have never
seen how it will benefit us. Not just the "businesses" in the city where many live outside
of the city, but us, the actual residents. 
Can you explain?

Patricia Tanguay

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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(No subject)

anthony Tartaro <atartaro49@gmail.com>
Wed 5/11/2022 4:12 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

     In sending approximately, 25000 through  cars a day around 481 you will be adding 5 - 8 miles to
each trip. That's about  150000 miles every day with the added air pollution. Needlessly driven,   I see no
environmental impact statement concerning this aspect of your plans, despite asking for one many times.
Please reply before Syracuse N.Y. goes down in history for this environmental  irresponsibility  
         Please reply before it is too late for our children.. Anthony Tartaro

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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81

Frank Taylor <farwood106@gmail.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 9:00 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Reconstruct and keep the via duct. Your community grid is a lousy I’ll conceived idea.

A taxpayer
Sent from my iPhone

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

claytterry1998=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<claytterry1998=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Clayton Terry <claytterry1998@gmail.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 4:24 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Clayton Terry

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

tglory47=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<tglory47=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Glory Thomas <tglory47@gmail.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 12:09 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Glory Thomas



From: tglory47=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io on behalf of Glory Thomas
To: Mark Frechette
Subject: Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81
Date: Friday, May 13, 2022 12:09:20 AM

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and economic
justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community members who
live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents living
adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best suited
to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care access
center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT
must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and
compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from leaded
paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement stronger safety
standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include requiring construction
contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with
lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more equitable
outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting the
Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond. 

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely, 

Glory Thomas

mailto:tglory47=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
mailto:tglory47@gmail.com
mailto:I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov
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Laurie Iauco

From: Karin Thomas <thomasre@twcny.rr.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 11:19 AM
To: I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov
Subject: Making city living worse

Taking down  Rt 81 through the city will cause more accidents due to the aggravation of getting from one side of the city and county to another location. We 
travel several times a year and noticed other great cities have highways that cross their cities . The reason of taking ours down due to “ it divided the City” if a 
mental problem. It served a more  important purpose of connecting people .Example:  It easily connects people from the Valley to Salt Springs and Lemoyne 
College. Also it connects East wood more easily to the south side and OCC .  Think about it.     ???? Yes think about it. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Karin Thomas 
Thomas Realty 
 315‐479‐9515 (o) 
315‐436‐6353 (c) 
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

anntiffany6235=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<anntiffany6235=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Ann Tiffany <anntiffany6235@gmail.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 4:35 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Ann Tiffany



From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: Fwd: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2022 6:00:51 AM

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Joe Todisco <JTodisco@meridastudio.com>
Date: May 16, 2022 at 5:18:10 PM EDT
To: "Frechette, Mark (DOT)" <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!


ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links

from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Mr. Frechette,

        Please consider the restaurants and shops in the downtown area before
bringing down Rt. 81 bridge thru downtown. As owner of the Miss Syracuse
Diner in downtown I have daily visits from people traveling North to South or
vise versa. They say it's the easy access that brings them in and a bypass will
destroy those visits. A bypass is just that bypass downtown. No one will exit at
Brighton and navigate dangerous city streets to come into the city. This is the end
of our downtown if this hideous idea comes to fruition. The 15th ward has not
complained about the bridge in fifty years until some ill advised politician told
them of a beautiful new area that will be built with public money when there is
none! Stop this madness before it's too late. Build another bridge like the bridges
in Buffalo, Rochester and Albany to compliment the beautiful Dome and make
ALL residents and business' proud.

Joe Todisco

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov
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Re: I-81 Viaduct Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement Available

Frank Todzia <gtofrank@aol.com>
Sat 4/16/2022 2:55 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I have no desire to read statement. The choice has been made to remove Rt.81
through the city of Syracuse for some far fetched dream to rebuild the area under
Rt.81. I have stated for over ten years that this will be a major mistake. Future history
will reflect poor results for this error in judgement. Maybe the next project should be
removing the rail tracks and the raised right of way that also divides the area.    

-----Original Message----- 
From: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov> 
Sent: Fri, Apr 15, 2022 9:35 am 
Subject: I-81 Viaduct Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement Available 

 
 

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT)
and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) have published
a Final Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the I-81
Viaduct Project, a document that discloses the social, economic,
and environmental effects of the project’s alternatives.   
   
The FEIS can be downloaded on the project website,
https://i81.dot.ny.gov/ and copies have been distributed to
project repositories, including local libraries and town halls,
throughout the Syracuse metropolitan region. The project
website lists the repository locations.  
   
A 30-day public review period on the FEIS will extend through
May 16, 2022. New substantive comments received during this

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-us.mimecast.com%2Fs%2F-WayCJ6jOEu84GNyFyQvwx%3Fdomain%3Dgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com&data=04%7C01%7Cdot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities%40dot.ny.gov%7C1122e9f55c8145950c8408da1fda893b%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637857321134617946%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kzDK6dhovYEdW8L%2FuqPGeBud4dw%2BkvzX1xK180FHYPs%3D&reserved=0


From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 7:26:35 AM

          comment
 

From: Nick <njtopor@aol.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 6:49 PM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!
 

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

 
 

Sent from the all new AOL app for Android

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dcom.aol.mobile.aolapp&data=05%7C01%7CJoan.Bjorness%40dot.ny.gov%7Cfbc757de2d784f18963a08da2cf7c71f%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637871739944902994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GWqkQEIniPVH6ZKK5oZiSq7Hj4d%2B5j4u7tKkPIqEdfs%3D&reserved=0


From: Marquis, Rick (FHWA)
To: (jared.a.gross@dot.gov); Toni, Melissa (FHWA); Davies, Robert (FHWA); Gatchell, Chris (FHWA); Santiago,

Damaris (FHWA); Vaughn-Fair, Sharon (FHWA)
Subject: I-81 FEIS comment. Fwd: Really, Rick?! We need more time!
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 7:26:20 AM

From: Nick <njtopor@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 6:49:56 PM
To: Marquis, Rick (FHWA) <Rick.Marquis@dot.gov>
Subject: Really, Rick?! We need more time!
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

Sent from the all new AOL app for Android

mailto:Rick.Marquis@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6266827e287d4c388345b4b5ad66bd99-jared.a.gro
mailto:melissa.toni@dot.gov
mailto:Robert.Davies@dot.gov
mailto:Chris.Gatchell@dot.gov
mailto:Damaris.Santiago@dot.gov
mailto:Damaris.Santiago@dot.gov
mailto:Sharon.Vaughn-Fair@dot.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dcom.aol.mobile.aolapp&data=05%7C01%7Cjared.a.gross%40dot.gov%7C44fb99a2129d4d6c738f08da2cf7be9d%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637871739803629441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s4CEF8tAKQw9sKSgu0kHyPTkvrrkrI%2BJzmbF4CqAe%2Bc%3D&reserved=0
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April 21, 2022 

 

Mark Frechette, P.E.  
Project Director  
New York State Department of Transportation Region 3  
333 East Washington Street  
Syracuse, NY 13202  
 
Rick Marquis   
Division Administrator  
Federal Highway Administration  
Leo W. O’Brien Federal Building  
11A Clinton Avenue, Suite 719  
Albany, NY 12207  
 

Re: Interstate 81 - Public Review of Published Final Environmental Impact Statement 

Dear Mr. Frechette and Mr. Marquis: 

We are writing to request additional time be granted for the public to review the most recent submittal of 

the New York Department of Transportation with regard to the Interstate 81 Viaduct Project.  (The April 

2022 Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS); which was released on April 15, 2022). 

 

This request is for a minimum of 90 additional days for that review. 

 

Given the size of the document, the tens of thousands of pages of data, analyses, plans and renderings, 

and the shear volume of words therein, this request cannot be unexpected, nor should the NYSDOT fail 

to grant it.  That said, the thousands of comments submitted by the public with regard to earlier submittals 

of the Draft Environmental Impact Statements (DEIS) cannot be ignored. 

 

There can be no question that the detail presented therein is the result of thousands (likely tens of 

thousands) of hours and was a time-consuming task.  To examine the extensive plans themselves 

deserves and requires careful consideration, careful review, and comprehensive deliberation.    All of the 

new material will require comprehensive understanding and review by the public for which this document 

was prepared.    

 

The 30 days for this review which has been offered cannot be considered sufficient.  The granting of 90 

additional days for review is the absolute least that should be endorsed.      

 

Please respond in writing to this request.  Thank you in advance of your consideration. 



www.townofdewitt.com

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kerry A. Mannion 

Deputy Supervisor 

Town of Dewitt 

 

 

Cc: Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 

Senator Charles Schumer 

Congressman John Katko 

Governor Kathy Hochul 

Assemblymember Bill Magnarelli 

Assemblymember William Barclay 

County Executive Ryan McMahon 

Charles Small 

Commissioner Marie Therese Dominguez 

 Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: I-81 Comments
Date: Friday, May 13, 2022 11:10:06 AM
Attachments: image001.png

DeWitt DEIS Comments I81.pdf
Attachment 1 481 E Genesee.pdf
Attachment 2 Mitigating Truck Traffic.pdf
Attachment 3 - LWRP Projects.pdf
Attachment 4 Engineer and highway comments.pdf

From: Epolito, Angela <aepolito@townofdewitt.com> 
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2022 10:16 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>; Frechette, Mark (DOT)
<Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>; rick.marquis@dot.gov
Cc: Michalenko, Ed <emichalenko@oei2.org>
Subject: I-81 Comments

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Please see attached the Town of DeWitt comments and attachments regarding the I-81 DEIS.

     Angela K. Epolito  
  Town Clerk/Tax Receiver
 5400 Butternut Drive
 East Syracuse, NY 13057
 Phone # 315.446.3910 ext. 140
 aepolito@townofdewitt.com

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov
mailto:aepolito@townofdewitt.com


1 
Town of DeWitt DEIS Comments 10.14.2021 

 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS):  The comment period was not long enough to 
provide adequate review of the voluminous documents and properly address the multitude of 
issues and concerns, nor provide specific comments on the document narrative. 
 
Overall Statement:  As an environmental scientist and Supervisor of the Town of DeWitt, I oppose 
the plan to eliminate the north‐south connection of Route 81 through the City of Syracuse.  
 
The conversion of Route 481 into Route 81 will be detrimental to DeWitt neighborhoods due to 
significantly increased traffic on Route 481 and on DeWitt’s secondary County and Town roads, 
thereby resulting in significantly increased air and noise pollution.   
 
The conversion of Route 81 into a business loop will be detrimental to Syracuse southside and 
northside neighborhoods due to separation, significantly increased traffic on neighborhood 
secondary streets, thereby resulting in significantly increased air and noise pollution.  In addition, 
the selected option, community grid will have negative economic, social, and environmental 
impacts on a regional scale.  The CNY community will suffer over the long term by disconnecting 
Route 81 through the City of Syracuse. 
 
The proposed project(s) will have severe negative social, economic, and environmental impacts 
on DeWitt and CNY far into the future. 
 
Please see a copy of the Town Board Resolutions dated June 10, 2013 and August 22, 2016 
outlining our position at:  
https://cms8.revize.com/revize/dewittny/supervisor/Town%20Board%20Resolution.pdf   
https://cms8.revize.com/revize/dewittny/1‐81.2013%20resolution.pdf  
 
This position is supported by majority of the DeWitt Town Board; 19 of 19 Supervisors and 18 of 
19 Town Boards in Onondaga County have formally opposed the community grid as a standalone 
option. 
 
Sustainability:  A sustainable solution to a complex problem requires a deep evaluation of the 
economic, social, and environmental factors involved at both a local and global scale.  The 
community grid option is a sustainable option on a microscale with short and long‐term benefits 
for a minority of stakeholders including Syracuse University, Upstate Medical Center, several 
local developers and businesses.  The community grid option violates sustainability principles on 
a macro‐scale. The community grid as a stand‐alone project has long term negative implications 
to the vast majority of Central New Yorkers including adjacent and nearby city residents.  I am 
not anti‐community grid, in fact, I support the intended goals of the community grid, and yet the 
goals of the community grid can be met with other options such as a box tunnel, depressed, or 
combination highway or iconic bridge. 
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I fully support smart growth and sustainability principles.  The proposed community grid works 
against sustainability principles on a regional scale: 
 

 by disconnecting direct routes, 

 isolating existing neighborhoods, 

 causing the travelling public to drive greater distances, 

 redirecting short distance travelers through at‐grade city streets, 

 lowering public safety, 

 increasing wait times at greater number of intersections,  

 consuming large amounts of personal time of the course of a career or lifetime, 

 increasing fuel consumption,  

 increasing transportation costs for gasoline and vehicle wear and tear, 

 increasing air pollution, and thereby 

 exacerbating climate change. 
 
Each of these items can be dismissed by proponents of the grid on an individual basis and 
looking through a short‐term lens.  However, collectively and over the long‐term, have a 
profound negative economic, social, and environmental impacts on CNY.  
 
Regional transportation study:  NYSDOT has spent over a decade promoting the removal of Route 
81 through the City of Syracuse and the accompanied conversion of Route 481 into Route 81 
without conducting a regional transportation study.    
 
NYSDOT has fostered the public perception that extensive study has been performed; yet, by 
confining the study area to the one and one‐half mile stretch of Route 81 elevated highway 
between approximately Kennedy Street and Route 690 and by constraining the scope of the 
analyses, NYSDOT limited the study findings.  The outcome of a biased study can be 
predetermined by a flawed study design and inappropriate hypothesis testing.  In this case, 
NYSDOT structured the wrong hypothesis as “What should be done with a short segment of 
elevated highway within the City of Syracuse?” Hence, NYSDOT failed to evaluate other 
problematic highway segments and additional highway needs throughout CNY.  For instance, 
NYSDOT should have evaluated and addressed the need for connections between Route 690 and 
Route 81; NYSDOT should have attempted to establish connections for those traveling Route 690 
West bound to Route 81 North and those traveling Route 81 South bound to Route 690 West.  
 
A project of such magnitude, with regional economic, social, and environmental impacts 
warrants an in‐depth study on a regional scale.  Rather than focus on a single segment of 
elevated highway comprising one and one‐half miles within the City of Syracuse, a regional 
evaluation of transportation needs for the future of CNY would have developed a multifaceted 
strategy addressing a variety of road and neighborhood improvements throughout CNY.  Results 
and outcomes would likely be entirely different than the current community grid as a standalone 
project.  A more comprehensive approach could have identified solutions to multiple 
problematic locations throughout the CNY highway system.  A holistic strategic plan could have 
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laid out a series of road improvements that could be implemented in discrete units over an 
extended period of time.  The long‐term implementation of such a plan would benefit the large 
majority of stakeholders and citizens throughout CNY.  The failure to conduct a regional 
transportation study has led to the current proposal which will severely and negatively impact 
the vast majority of citizens and stakeholders throughout CNY far into the future. 
 
Predetermined outcome:  I was invited as DeWitt Supervisor and attended a NYSDOT Stakeholder 
Meeting in Lafayette Town Hall on the evening of September 17, 2009, along with Mr. Kerry 
Mannion, Deputy Supervisor, Mr. Michael Lazar, Chair of DeWitt Planning Board, and Mr. 
Richard Robb, Director of Planning, Development and Operations in DeWitt.  Representatives 
from the Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council (SMTC) and NYSDOT were present.  It 
was at this meeting that we were first introduced to the notion that Route 81 would be dropped 
to ground level through the center of Syracuse and Route 481 would become Route 81, CNY’s 
only major north‐south federal freeway.  We were told by NYSDOT representatives that CNY’s 
population “was too small to maintain two federal highways”.  Later, on the ride back to DeWitt, 
Mr. Lazar concluded “that it was a done deal”.  It was apparent then, and it is evident now, that 
the decision was made prior to conducting the process; perhaps by a higher office in state 
government than that of NYSDOT.   
 
Federal highway system:  The modern federal highway system is largely a result of the Federal 
Aid Highway Act of 1956.   Congress mandated a system of divided and controlled access 
roadways with no at‐grade intersections for multiple purposes including: 
 

1. accommodating an increasing number of automobiles, 
2. providing greater efficiency and reduced time‐of‐travel, 
3. improved safety, 
4. public works measure, 
5. economic expansion, and 
6. national defense. 

 
Because Route 81 is part of the federal highway system, it belongs to the citizens and business 
enterprise of the United States.  It services the traveling public, including out‐of‐state citizens, in 
addition to serving national defense, international trade, interstate shipping, business and 
commerce. Each of these items is an important factor in establishing the federal highway system.  
Each of these areas warrants an in‐depth evaluation of the local, regional, and national impacts 
of disconnecting Route 81 through Syracuse.  Each of these topics and others should be part of 
the discussion, and should be addressed in the DEIS, and each should have been topics included 
in a comprehensive regional transportation study. 
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The federal highway system continues to expand to this day, especially in areas of population 
and economic expansion.  For all six reasons cited above, the conversion of Route 81 to an at 
grade business loop is a step backwards.  Those cities throughout the U.S. that currently possess 
a business loop are striving to increase connections and construct divided controlled access 
roadways.  For the most part, the highways to boulevards movement has occurred on urban 
highway appendages that extend in and out of an urban center with an already existing terminus 
point at the urban center (Harbor Drive Expressway, Portland, OR; Clairborne Expressway, New 
Orleans, LA; Inner Loop, Rochester, NY; Park East Freeway, Milwaukee, WI; Central Artery [John F. 
Fitzgerald Expressway] Boston, MA; Terminal Island Freeway, Long Beach, CA); very few urban 
highways that extend across and through the urban center have or are being disconnected. 
What is being proposed for Syracuse is tantamount to removing a section of the Southern State 
Highway in Queens, NY because the neighborhood of Lynnwood was divided and separated from 
Howard Beach, or removing the Van Wyck Expressway which connects LaGuardia and Kennedy 
airports through Queens. The Van Wyck Expressway also divided dozens of neighborhoods. On a 
smaller scale, the removal of Route 81 through Syracuse would be analogous to the Village of 
Marathon, NY deciding to convert Route 81 to a Boulevard. In fact, Route 81 bisects the 
jurisdictional boundaries of Marathon such that neighborhoods have been divided and the 
downtown area is separated from important schools.  Similar situations are pervasive 
throughout the federal highway system. Still these highways are part of the major federal 
highway system. 
 
The number of vehicles continues to expand even in the absence of population growth due to 
greater numbers of drivers and greater numbers of vehicles per household, and the growing 
numbers of delivery and service vehicles resulting from rapidly expanding ecommerce and the 
gig‐economy.  Online shopping and the associate mobile job pool is expected to grow far into the 
future.  The time of travel will increase significantly for those traversing the grid, and the number 
of accidents will rise as safety will be diminished for those who cross the City‐highway travel 
route which will be eliminated and sent to ground level secondary streets. 
 
National defense:  President Dwight D. Eisenhower promoted Congress to enact and he signed 
the Federal Aid Highway Act on June 29, 1956, in part, because he knew the importance to 
national defense. The bill was popularly referred to as the National Interstate and Defense 
Highways Act. It was the largest public works project in American history at the time, it 
authorized $25 billion for the construction of 41,000 miles (66,000 km) of the Interstate Highway 
System over a 10‐year period. President Eisenhower recognized the ability to move armies, 
supplies, materials, and weapons via convoy across the federal highway system was critical to 
the nation’s long‐term interest.  President Eisenhower served as Supreme Commander of Allied 
Forces in Europe during World War II.  As an opposing General, Eisenhower was impressed with 
the Reichsautobahn highway system, and Germany’s ability to rapidly deploy troops and 
armaments.  
 
The conversion of Route 81 to a business loop through the City of Syracuse will potentially 
weaken national defense, particularly amongst deployments in the northeast.  Currently both 
Route 81 and Route 481 serve as conduits for military purposes.  Should an enemy or terrorist 
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group disable one route the other can be utilized in its stead.  The concept is similar to the 
internet with the movement and delivery of electronic messages.  Both Routes 81 and Route 481 
are important to Fort Drum in Watertown, NY and other military installations such as those at 
Hancock Air Force Base, Griffiths Air Force Base, and the Seneca Depot. 
 
Alternatives: Several primary options have been looked at to date: a tunnel, depressed highway, 
elevated highway, and a community grid.  Very few, if any, favor maintaining the status quo.  The 
current elevated highway configuration is unacceptable for the future, and is counter to securing 
a walkable, more densely populated, and sustainable downtown.  Clearly, the construction of the 
original viaduct in the 1960’s destroyed the 15th ward neighborhood and caused irreparable 
damage to families and thriving businesses; accompanied deed records and the practice of 
redlining are further evidence of systemic racism. 
 
Hybrid Community Grid:  Still, opportunity exists to accomplish the goals of the community grid 
and also maintain the north‐south Route 81 connection through the city of Syracuse via a 
“Hybrid Community Grid” approach.  The Hybrid Community Grid alternative would integrate the 
north‐south Route 81 connection through the city of Syracuse through a design that does not 
impact the Community Grid design.  An innovatively designed Hybrid Community Grid could 
work with a depressed highway, an elevated highway, or even a tunnel. 
 
Tunnel:  Many assert the tunnel option is too expensive. Given the significant economic 
challenges our region faces, they cite additional tax dollars could be better spent on other 
needed infrastructure (See comments on federal funding). The tunnel option was dismissed by 
NYSDOT due to costs and geologic conditions.  Several of the identified tunnel routes were 
agreed to be impractical.  However, a localized box tunnel option was never included in the 
analysis.  A box tunnel could be installed at relatively low cost and adequately address poor 
geologic substrates.  Further a box tunnel or series of box tunnel sections could easily be 
incorporated into a depressed highway design. The box tunnel highway option has a distinct 
advantage of requiring that nearby underground public utilities such as gas and electric, and 
municipal infrastructure such as sewer and water would be rebuilt. 
 
Depressed highway: The depressed highway option has distinct advantages such as allowing the 
secondary cross streets to maintain connections between both sides of the highway. A 
depressed highway as would a tunnel, require rebuilding Syracuse’s underground public utilities 
and municipal infrastructure, which is sorely needed. A depressed highway could accommodate 
the community grid by incorporating “shelves,” with street level traffic extending over the 
depressed highway like the Grand Central Parkway in Queens, NY. A depressed highway would 
work well in combination with a box tunnel or perhaps a series of box tunnels, particularly 
located at cross secondary streets. 
 
Elevated Highway: The elevated highway option also presents advantages, an elevated highway 
doesn’t have to look like our existing highway; it could take a different route through the city, be 
a different height, and could allow for the community grid and also new buildings and green 
space underneath.  Architect Steve Buechner has put forth an excellent proposal (Moriarty 2019, 
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Architect resurrects I‐81 central park proposal, adds sailboat bridge 
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2019/02/architect‐resurrects‐i‐81‐central‐park‐proposal‐adds‐
sailboat‐bridge.html , Syracuse.com, Feb. 6). An innovative elevated highway design could be 
architecturally unique, visually appealing, or even iconic. Combining infrastructure with public 
open space like the Presidio in San Francisco is not only aesthetically pleasing, it can become a 
tourist attraction and often supports increased real estate values.  
 
Iconic bridge:  While highways are unappealing and often look alike, bridges can be used to 
create identity, establish a sense of place. Bridges often “brand” a city. If we envision the 1.5 
mile section through Syracuse as a bridge, that section of highway could be a unique landmark, 
even architecturally iconic and help define the city’s skyline, an added feature to the Dome, the 
Crouse Hospital Clock Tower, AXA twin towers, and the State Tower building.  
 
Footprint:  The supposition that a modern Route 81 requires more space and would require the 
removal of a large number of buildings is false. In fact, the footprint of the highway could 
actually be smaller than the existing footprint, and yet safe, and still conform to NYS highway 
standards and guidelines, by stacking both the north and south bound lanes over one another.  
 
Federal Funds:  Any project highway would be largely paid for with federal tax dollars.  NYS has 
allocated 800 million dollars for the project; majority of the funds (80%) are federally sourced. 
One‐fifth of the costs would be provided by NYS. 
 
New York is seventh from the bottom amongst the state’s return on federal tax dollars. For every 
dollar paid, New York receives about 90 cents back. Yet, New York State ranks second in total 
taxes paid to the federal government.  It is incumbent upon our federal representatives, Senator 
Charles E. Schumer, Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand, and Congressman John M. Katko, to obtain the 
necessary federal funds to implement a project that serves the greatest number of citizens, 
stakeholders and interested parties.  The community grid option alone supports a strong and 
powerful minority of institutions and entities at the expense of the majority. 
 
Mass transit: Why sell CNY and the future short? Why not think big?  Are we not worthy of the 
best option for the future? And why hasn’t there been any discussion of a regional mass transit 
system that would relieve pressure on our highways? Why not light rail transit?  
 
A mass transit system would also support our very serious poverty issue, providing affordable 
transportation for low wage earners and helping the jobless get to available jobs outside of their 
local area. At a minimum, a regional rapid bus transit should be part of the long‐term 
comprehensive plan and implemented across CNY.   It would also support a reduction in our use 
of fossil fuels. The best long‐term option for CNY should include mass transit. Perhaps a solar 
powered electric train system could be planned, deigned, and constructed over the next 
generation. I want my grandchildren to view burning fossil fuels as we view riding horses.  We 
have the technology, but lack the vision and political will. 
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Approaches:  NYSDOT has consistently reiterated the project is restricted to the elevated 
downtown highway between Kennedy Street and Route 690.  NYSDOT has also recently spent 
years rebuilding, restoring, rehabilitating and reconditioning the approaches to the elevated 
highway designated for removal.  Many of the bridges have been repaired and a number of 
adjacent road sections have been resurfaced. Consequently, the approaches to this stretch of 
highway will pretty much remain; there will be some re‐engineering for the grid; however; road 
elevations are fixed and connections to a depressed highway, box tunnel, or iconic bridge will be 
difficult at best. Approaches would need to be re‐designed in order to meet the proper grades 
and elevations if a viable alternative other than the community grid were to be implemented.  
The following summarizes NYSDOT’s work approaching the elevated highway over the past 
several years: 
 

1. South: NYSDOT has rebuilt Route 81 approaching the study area from the south. The road 
has been re‐paved and the bridge at Colvin Street has been refurbished.  

2. North: The Route 81 approach from the north has been repaved. The bridges at 
Butternut Street, Spencer Street, and the Court Street exits and south bound entrance 
have been refurbished. The exit to Court Street and the two entrances off Genant Street 
along with the extensive exchange between Hiawatha Boulevard and Park Street and 
Long Branch Park have been refurbished including the Route 81 southbound exits to 
Clinton Street and Salina Street. 

3. West:  Extensive work has been performed on Route 690 including the West Street 
Arterial and the bridges over Onondaga Creek. Work has been performed along Route 
690 from downtown to and including exits at the NYS Fairgrounds.  

4. East:  The Route 690 bridge over Teall Avenue has been recently rebuilt. The 
craftsmanship and final appearance is excellent, especially in comparison to the Route 
690 bridge at Bridge Street in DeWitt.  A significant amount of work was recently 
performed at Bridge Street.  The final bridge presentation is poor. The bridge deck was 
replaced, Bridge Street was widened, an additional lane was added, and the concrete 
wall forming the bridge abutment was scribed to appear as a block wall.   The center 
median was left unattended, and the volunteer growth of weeds were left in place.  
Minimal cost and minimal design effort were spent on Bridge Street.  An unequal level of 
resource and funds were dedicated compared with that afforded to the Teall Avenue 
Bridge.  This is only one of many examples, but the attention to detail, the final design, 
and the work product delivered at Teall Avenue registers concern that DeWitt is not 
equal in value as the City of Syracuse to NYSDOT.  This appears to be a theme, in NYS 
DOT’s proposal for the community grid.  From artwork to creek walk, the City is receiving 
premier treatment, while DeWitt receives band aids and minimus remedies. 

 
Approach Summary:  The previous recent work on the approaches to the area proposed for the 
community grid was a clear signal from NYSDOT that other alternatives or options were not to be 
selected because significant investment has been made in locations that now would be required 
to be removed and replaced should another alternative be selected.   For instance, the approach 
to an iconic bridge would likely need to meet at higher elevations which would need greater 
distance to meet the desired elevation.  Likewise, the option of a box tunnel, depressed highway 
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or some combination would need lower elevations on the approach, and would also need 
greater distance.  Because the approach to these other options cannot be made in the distances 
allowed within the current infrastructure. The road elevations, heights, widths, and supports do 
not permit a re‐engineering of the larger system on a scale necessary to accommodate a 
continued connection across the one and one‐half mile elevated highway study area. 
 
Impact on City Neighborhoods:  The community grid option standalone has been accepted by 
many based on the assumption nearly all commuters are headed downtown.  NYSDOT published 
in earlier documents that about 88% of the traffic on Route 81 heading towards Syracuse from 
either the northern or southern intersections with Route 481 did not exit at the opposite Route 
481 intersection.  
 
The implication is two‐fold. The first based on a false and leading assumption that over three 
fourths of the travelers using Route 81 are heading downtown. The second false assumption is 
predicated on the first false assumption and that is only 12% of the Route 81 traffic is through 
traffic, and therefore, redirecting this miniscule through traffic to Route 481 would be minimal in 
its impact to Route 481 and DeWitt. Both assumptions and concomitant illogical conclusion are 
false.  Further, the data are suspect and were collected for a short duration that excludes the 
seasonal migration of snowbirds to the south, and possibly more important, the summer 
recreational and vacation travel to the many lakes, waterways, and parks throughout central and 
northern NY. 
 
Still, much of the traffic heading towards Syracuse may redirect at Route 690 or the NYS Thruway 
and never reach the opposite entry Route 481 intersection.  Northbound traffic entering from 
the south and cutoff by the community grid will subsequently be added to Route 481.  Some 
heading west will exit somewhere to the south and impact the western townships. 
 
The largest groups to lose according to the proposed community grid option will be residents 
from the northside and southside neighborhoods of Syracuse. The grid will further isolate these 
residents and destroy rapid connections to each other. What’s missing from the public 
discussion is everyone who crosses downtown in their daily travels, including city residents. 
Those who live south and work north, at places like Lockheed‐Martin, Destiny, Salina Meadows, 
etc. and those who live north and work south, at places like Community Hospital, OCC, Loretto, 
etc.  All will experience rush hour delays and downtown congestion at street level as they 
navigate city streets rather than safer and faster divided highway.  Those likely affected that 
appear excluded from public discussion are those city residents who travel through and past 
downtown in their daily commute.  Those that live in a northside neighborhood who travel south 
daily.  Those who live in southside neighborhood and travel north beyond downtown daily. I do 
not possess a large sample size, but I do frequent neighborhoods adjacent to Onondaga Creek in 
Syracuse as it relates to my work with the Onondaga Environmental Institute. Whenever I have 
opportunity, I ask residents from surrounding neighborhoods opinion of the community grid.  
One southside resident informed me he gets on at Colvin Street and off at Brighton Avenue and 
works at Crouse‐Hinds.  His commute will be broken by the community grid. Most southsiders 
respond with a question. I am paraphrasing, but I commonly hear: “how am I to get to the mall?” 
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or “how am I to get to the airport?” The simple answer is they will navigate city streets at ground 
level. They will consume more time from their lives, spend greater amounts of money on 
gasoline, and increase their contribution of toxic gases to the atmosphere. 
 
The farther away from center the starting point, the more likely the traveler will choose to travel 
roundabout using Route 481, Route 690, and/or the Thruway to complete their travel loop.  In 
any case, there will be added time‐of‐travel, added fuel consumption, added costs, added noise, 
and added air pollutants (see comments regarding the same). 
 
Another critical misconception is that everyone stays in the workplace for eight hours. That has 
never been less true. With the new “gig” economy, more and more workers are mobile 
throughout the day. The ability to travel quickly and efficiently is critical for postal carriers, 
package delivery, repair and medical services, students, IT and maintenance workers, vendors, 
and suppliers. Many scoff that the added 5 to 10 minutes per commute is nominal; but there are 
those whose work week will expand, costs will increase, due to hours of lost productivity.  The 
collective effect will add to inflate prices and dampen an already weak local economy.  The most 
vulnerable will be impacted the most. Further, the proliferation of internet purchasing 
necessitates the transportation of goods and services be dependable and rapid. Adopting a plan 
that works against the demands of e‐commerce is a mistake, especially in trying to attract and 
recruit new business to the CNY region. 
 
Social Justice:  Many proponents of the community grid cite social justice as the rationale for 
supporting the grid.  I ask, “Just how is the community grid going to help residents of the 
southside?” To the contrary, the community grid option alone will serve to disconnect Syracuse 
neighborhoods from the CNY highway transportation network, further isolate southside 
neighborhoods economically and socially contribute to the food desert phenomenon in areas 
away from downtown. 
 
As a member of the Urban Jobs Task Force, I fully support racial inclusion in providing training 
and construction jobs to local companies and Syracuse City residents.  Again, I support a hybrid 
option, hence, the community grid network of road improvements would be constructed along 
with a box tunnel, depressed highway, some combination, or iconic bridge.  In addition, there is 
a need for road improvements to Route 481 irrespective of the outcome for Route 81.  Those 
same jobs could be provided long‐term as construction crews progress through a series of 
projects throughout CNY outlined in a long‐term regional transportation plan. 
 
The community grid option has been promoted as an environmental justice issue for southside 
neighborhoods, yet commuters coming from the south destined for the hospitals, university, or 
downtown will still be travelling the same Route 81 approach only now a business loop. 
Residents along and near South State Street, Garfield Avenue, Leon Street, South McBride Street, 
Oakwood Avenue and others will still be impacted by commuters heading to the hospitals, 
Syracuse University, downtown offices, government, businesses, and beyond. The community 
grid will not provide relief to existing neighborhoods.  In fact, plans have already identified 
removal and displacement of the residents of Pioneer Homes.  New housing along the grid, just 
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as that comprising the “downtown housing renaissance,” will likely gentrify the near downtown 
neighborhood at a price beyond that which would benefit the underserved communities of the 
Southside.  Not long ago fourteen of the area’s most prominent developers penned an editorial 
in support of the community grid.  We all support further economic benefits gained via the 
redevelopment of downtown.  A strong Syracuse urban core is important to the overall health of 
CNY and developers will be quick to capitalize on downtown revitalization.  Is their support of the 
community grid, self‐interest, and profit, or is it altruism? 
 
The individuals that will profit and capitalize on future development will bring projects that 
ultimately will lead to gentrification; those same individuals are citing the social justice 
argument.  I question why the disenfranchised are being fronted to dissuade the argument for 
maintaining a Route 81 connection while no real project or plan to benefit Southside residents 
has been put forth to date. 
 
Waste:  We can all agree the shortest distance between two points is a straight line. Forcing 
people to drive a round‐about route through DeWitt leads to wasted time and money, lost 
productivity, added fuel consumption, noise and air pollution, and climate change exacerbation. 
A Hybrid Community Grid could address these issues wisely and innovatively.  
 
Time:   Proponents of the community grid cite an added 10 minutes per commute is nominal. 
Still, conservative calculations of the numbers show significant negative impact. The average 
workers commute will increase 10 miles by utilizing Route 481 and Route 690.  With an average 
speed of 60 mph, the commute would increase by 10 minutes. The average worker with an 
additional 8 minutes per commute will lose 64 hours each year (assuming 2 trips per day, 5 days 
per week, 50 weeks per year) on top of their already existing commute. The same individual will 
lose nearly 11.5 weeks (1920 hours) added over a 30 year career.  The collective lost time for 
60,000 commuters is an individual equivalent of 438.36 years (3,840,000 hrs/yr) in a single year, 
and 13,150.7 years (115,200,000 hrs/30 yr) over the course of 30 years.  Again, actual lost time 
could be more than 20% greater. Further, these numbers do not include added idling time to 
traffic navigating across the community grid. The impact to commerce and business is expected 
to be far worse.  Time is money.  For mail carriers, package deliveries, business suppliers, and 
other mobile enterprises, the work week will expand, costs will increase due to thousands of 
hours of lost productivity. The community grid will negatively impact the quality of life for 
thousands of individuals who will lose significant time.  The collective loss of time will negatively 
impact the local economy and people’s lives socially. 
 
Fuel consumption:  The community grid will increase time and mileage for majority of 
commuters, in addition to added idling time to traffic diverted onto the grid, all of which greatly 
increases fuel consumption.  Conservative calculations of the numbers show significant negative 
impact. The average worker with an added 10 mile commute will burn an additional 200 gallons 
of gasoline each year (assuming 25mpg, 2 trips per day, 5 days per week, 50 weeks per year) on 
top of their already existing gasoline consumption rate. The same individual will burn an 
additional 6000 gallons of gasoline over a 30 year career.  The collective annual gasoline 
consumption for 60,000 commuters will be 12,000,000 gallons.  The collective added gasoline 
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consumption over 30 years will be 360,000,000 gallons. Again, the actual amounts of increased 
fuel consumption are expected to be much greater. The estimates of added distance and daily 
vehicles are likely low.  Further, these numbers do not reflect added idling time to traffic 
navigating across the community grid. Likewise, these numbers do not reflect commercial, 
business, fleet trucks, and tractor trailer trucks which are likely to consume diesel fuel at a much 
lower mileage efficiency. 
 
Fuel costs:  The community grid will increase time and mileage for majority of commuters, in 
addition to added idling time to traffic diverted onto the grid, all of which greatly increases fuel 
consumption. Increased fuel consumption translates to increased fuel costs. Conservative 
calculations of the numbers show significant negative impact. The average worker with an added 
10 mile commute will pay an additional $600 for gasoline each year (assuming $3.00 per gallon 
for an added 200 gallons) on top of their already existing fuel bill. The same individual will spend 
an additional $18,000 for gasoline over a 30 year career.  The collective annual increase in cost 
for gasoline will be $36,000,000.  The collective added gasoline costs over 30 years will be 
$1,080,000,000. Again, these are conservative estimates as no increase in the cost of gasoline 
was applied, and the actual amounts of increased fuel consumption are expected to be much 
greater. The estimates of added distance and daily vehicles are likely low.  Further, these 
numbers do not reflect added idling time to traffic navigating across the community grid. 
Likewise, these numbers do not reflect commercial, business, fleet trucks, and tractor trailer 
trucks which are likely to consume diesel fuel at a much lower mileage efficiency and much 
higher cost per gallon.  Therefore, added fuel costs will have a negative effect on families, 
especially those that can least afford it. Syracuse and Onondaga County lag NYS and the country 
economically; from 2016 to 2019, the median household income in the United States and New 
York State increased 7.05% and 7.59% respectively; the median household income in Onondaga 
County increased just 1.42%. While households in NYS gained $5,087 and households across the 
U.S. gained $4,329 during this same time period, households in Onondaga County gained only 
$861. Moreover, approximately one‐third of the residents in the City of Syracuse live in poverty; 
as do one in two children. In addition, added fuel costs will have a negative effect on the 
business community which will pass costs along to consumers through rising prices for goods 
and services. The community grid option alone will have a significant negative overall impact on 
the local economy. 
  
Environmental Impact:  The overall impact of the community grid to the environment will be 
negative as a result of increased vehicle use and increased noise and air pollution. Greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions from transportation account for about 29 percent of total U.S. GHG 
emissions, making transportation the largest contributor of U.S. GHG emissions. Between 1990 
and 2019, GHG emissions in the transportation sector increased more in absolute terms than 
any other sector.  The community grid option will contribute to this trend locally. Motor vehicles 
emit many types of pollutants including nitrogen oxides (NOx), volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs), carbon monoxide (CO), carbon dioxide (CO2), particulates, sulphur dioxide (SO2) and 
lead. Emissions vary by use and type of engine, fuel type and combustion temperature. 
Automotive air pollutants cause human health complications including cancer, asthma, eye 
irritation, poisoning, heart disease and birth defects. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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estimates motor vehicles emit almost 75% of the carbon monoxide pollution in the United 
States. The Environmental Defense Fund estimates that transportation releases nearly 27 
percent of GHG emissions. Air pollution from motor vehicles contributes to climate change as 
GHG heat the planet and deplete the ozone layer. Average global temperatures are rising, 
leading to rising sea levels, an increase in natural disasters and local climactic effects such as 
increased intensity of storm events and greater frequencies and longer periods of drought.  The 
community grid option will increase GHG emissions as demonstrated by the following 
calculations: 
 
Carbon dioxide pollution:  The community grid will increase time and mileage for majority of 
commuters, in addition to added idling time to traffic diverted onto the grid, all of which greatly 
increases fuel consumption, and therefore increases air pollution. Carbon dioxide (CO2) is an 
important heat‐trapping GHG released via human activities such as deforestation and the 
combustion of fossil fuels, as well as natural processes such as respiration and volcanic 
eruptions. Levels of CO2 in the atmosphere have been increasing at an accelerating rate and CO2 

has become the scientific barometer for climate change.  
 
Conservative calculations of the numbers for CO2 show significant negative impact. On average a 
combusted gallon of gasoline yields about 20 lbs of CO2. The average worker with an added 10 
mile commute will burn an additional 200 gallons of gasoline each year thereby producing an 
extra 4000 lbs of CO2 annually over that already being generated. The same individual will emit 
an additional 120,000 lbs of CO2 to the atmosphere over a 30 year period of time.  The collective 
annual incremental CO2 discharge for 60,000 commuters will be 240,000,000 lbs.  The collective 
added incremental discharge over 30 years will be 7,200,000,000 lbs. Again, the actual amounts 
of increased CO2 emissions are expected to be much greater. The estimates of added distance 
and daily vehicles are likely low.  Further, these numbers do not reflect added idling time to 
traffic navigating across the community grid. Likewise, these numbers do not reflect commercial, 
business, fleet trucks, and tractor trailer trucks which are likely to consume diesel fuel at a much 
lower mileage efficiency, and over 10% greater CO2 production per gallon.  On average a 
combusted gallon of diesel fuel yields about 22.4 lbs of CO2.  Hence, the overall effect to the 
environment of the community grid is negative.   
 
Carbon dioxide is just one of hundreds of hydrocarbons emitted by motor vehicles.  Those 
hydrocarbons will increase in output due to the community grid just as that of CO2.  All are air 
pollutants and harmful to human health, and all are GHG emissions and will contribute to climate 
change.  The community grid option is an ill‐fated environmental choice.  It will negatively impact 
and perturb the environment downtown, in DeWitt, and across the CNY region. 
 
Toxic gases: The community grid will increase time and mileage for majority of commuters, in 
addition to added idling time to traffic diverted onto the grid, all of which greatly increases fuel 
consumption, and therefore increases air pollution.  Gasoline combustion produces many types 
of pollutants including nitrogen oxides (NOx), volatile organic compounds (VOCs), carbon 
monoxide (CO), CO2, particulates, Sulphur dioxide (SO2) and lead.  Many of these pollutants are 



13 
Town of DeWitt DEIS Comments 10.14.2021 

toxic and harmful to human health.  The category for toxic gases includes a subset of byproducts; 
CO2, particulates, and metals are not included. 
 
Conservative calculations of the numbers for toxic gases show significant negative impact. On 
average a combusted gallon of gasoline yields about 4.2 lbs of toxic gases. The average worker 
with an added 10 mile commute will burn an additional 200 gallons of gasoline each year 
thereby producing an extra 840 lbs of toxic gases annually over that already being generated. 
The same individual will emit an additional 25,200 lbs of toxic gases to the atmosphere over a 30 
year period of time. The collective annual incremental discharge for 60,000 commuters will be 
50,400,000 lbs of toxic gases.  The collective added incremental discharge of toxic gases over 30 
years will be 1,512,000,000 lbs. Again, actual amounts of increased toxic gases emissions are 
expected to be much greater. The estimates of added distance and daily vehicles are likely low.  
Further, these numbers do not reflect added idling time to traffic navigating across the 
community grid. Likewise, these numbers do not reflect commercial, business, fleet trucks, and 
tractor trailer trucks which are likely to consume diesel fuel. Calculations were not performed for 
diesel fuel, which will add to the overall impact.  
 
The calculation of toxic gases output is representative of the impact of hundreds of 
hydrocarbons emitted by fossil fuel burning motor vehicles.  All are air pollutants.  Several have 
greater negative effects than CO2. The effects of air pollution include human health and 
environmental impacts.   
 
Human health effects:  There are a number of issues that will impact the residents of the City of 
Syracuse and the Town of DeWitt that are associated with the Community Grid option which has 
been selected to replace the elevated portion of Route 81 through the City of Syracuse.  The 
primary cause of these impacts in DeWitt is associated with the increased traffic that will be 
created by the increased by‐pass traffic which will be created on the Route 481 corridor. The two 
most important involve the impact on human health caused by the increase in traffic noise 
pollution and the further impairment in air quality which will be created by the increased by‐pass 
traffic. Automobile air pollution is a major environmental risk factor in the incidence and 
progression of diseases such as asthma, lung cancer, ventricular hypertrophy, Alzheimer's and 
Parkinson's diseases, psychological complications, autism, retinopathy, fetal growth, and low 
birth weight.  Air pollution is also a leading cause of climate change, acid rain, freshwater 
eutrophication, ocean acidification, wildlife extinction, and ozone depletion. 
 
Benefactors:  Those that benefit from the community grid alone will be a select minority of 
stakeholders including Syracuse University, Upstate Medical Center, and a few developers. 
Future development along the community grid has been cited as a major benefit of the 
community grid, in particular, that along the newly constructed community grid boulevard along 
Almond Street. Many have touted tax revenue will increase significantly to the City of Syracuse 
from future development.  However, much of land is owned by non‐profits that do not pay 
property taxes or owners that receive tax relief through payments in leu of taxes (PILOT) 
agreements made by either the Syracuse Industrial Development Agency or Onondaga County 
Industrial Development Agency.   
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Syracuse University1, Upstate Medical Center, associates of New York State Housing, Hutchinson 
Psychiatric Center, Human Performance Center, Center of Excellence, or an associate non‐profit 
currently own a large number of parcels along and near Almond Street and collectively these 
institutions are looking to possibly develop and expand further into downtown.  Upstate Medical 
Center currently owns or rents 500 Harrison Street, the Presidential Plaza including the Madison 
and Jefferson Towers, 550 and 600 East Genesee Street.  The current elevated highway divides 
the campus setting as 500 Harrison St. and the Presidential Plaza are located on the westside of 
the highway and Almond Street.  Route 81 serves as a barrier to both Syracuse University’s and 
Upstate Medical Center’s main campus. Neither institution nor associated not‐for‐profits pays 
property taxes. Added revenue from property taxes along the grid is not likely to greatly benefit 
the City of Syracuse and these institutions are likely to remove additional parcels from the tax 
roles as campus footprints expand in the future.   
 
Property tax benefits from developers is not likely to be realized.  As most large developments 
have been provided PILOT agreements by either the Syracuse Industrial Development Agency or 
Onondaga County Industrial Development Agency in recent years, a trend that is likely to 
continue. In fact, it was recently reported Syracuse granted downtown and university‐area 
developers over 50 million dollars in property tax breaks over a twelve year period (Knaus 2018. 
40 Syracuse properties that save 5.3 million a year from generous tax break 
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2019/12/syracuse‐council‐closes‐tax‐loophole‐that‐allowed‐
developers‐to‐save‐millions.html, Syracuse.com, May 30;  Knaus 2019. Three vending machines 
saved a builder $3 million in property taxes 
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2018/05/3_vending_machines_saved_a_builder_3_million_in_
property_taxes_a_ny_law_exploite.html#:~:text=SYRACUSE%2C%20N.Y.,%243%20million%20in%
20property%20taxes ; a NY law exploited, Syracuse.com, May 30). 
 
The Connective Corridor is a paradigm of Syracuse University’s integration into downtown; a 
process that will likely continue. Likewise, Upstate Medical Center will likely continue to 
Integrate into downtown.  Pioneer homes and Mulberry Square will likely be displaced as current 
residents will be gentrified out of their homes. The irony is the social justice arguments used to 
justify the community grid will have a negative impact on minority and underserved populations 
closest to downtown.  Residents will be pushed further into the Southside and Valley via 
downtown gentrification. Those dwelling in the Southside and Valley neighborhoods will still 
experience the negative impacts of commuter traffic to the hospitals, University and downtown 
offices as the current Route 81 arterial will serve as the business loop.  Tens of thousands of 
commuters will still traverse the Route 81 business loop and as reported by NYSDOT will still 
travel past their neighborhoods at 65 mph.  
 

                                                            
1   Syracuse University may see its future as more of an urban campus (Syracuse University 2017. Campus framework, full report: vision 

for excellence 2017–2037).  The University purportedly weighed the potential sale of south campus, establishing Manley Fieldhouse 
as its southernmost property, and migrating northward and westward into the City; however, this direction was subsequently 
abandoned (Simpson pers. Comm. 2016). Under a former Chancellor, the Connected Corridor was a potential pathway for future 
land acquisition and the further development of the urban campus, and some time ago, the former NYS Governor proposed to 
construct a Syracuse University indoor sports arena at Kennedy Square. 
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Syracuse University and Upstate Medical Center are both important institutions that have a 
tremendously beneficial role in CNY. Both are critical to the future. Both are major employers 
providing high paying jobs and exemplary citizens. Both contribute intelligentsia to the region, 
and enrich our body politic, arts, culture, and economy. Both further support the local economy 
via the dependency of supplemental service providers and secondary local business.  
Consequently, the position of both institutions in support of the community grid carries great 
weight and significance with decision makers. Yet with innovative design for a hybrid community 
grid with a maintained Route 81 connection, the goals of the community grid can be met, and 
the continued downtown integration of the Syracuse University‐Upstate Medical Center complex 
could still occur. 
 
Long‐term economic shift:  NYSDOT is shifting the economic capital of CNY away from the City of 
Syracuse and into DeWitt. Should municipal borders and jurisdictions not change via 
consolidations or restructuring of local governments, DeWitt will be the economic capital of CNY 
in 30 to 50 years. DeWitt currently accounts for 45% of Onondaga County’s industrial and 
commercial lands, two‐thirds of the Syracuse Hancock International Airport is located within 
DeWitt, and the DeWitt Railyards and are situated in the Village of East Syracuse and the Towns 
of DeWitt and Manlius.  Now DeWitt is about to become the crossroads of the major federal 
highway system in CNY.  Route 81, Route 690, and the New York State Thruway (Route 90) will 
converge in DeWitt. State Route 173, Route 92, Route 5, Route 635, Route 290, and Route 298 
all cross DeWitt and contact one of the major Federal highways. Economic activity based on 
trade dates back to the times of Marco Polo. With the connections between air shipping, rail 
freight, and highway transport, DeWitt will be the central locale for the movement of goods and 
services in and out of CNY. Hence, DeWitt will transition to the economic center of CNY over the 
next several decades due to access to transportation. Positioned as the transportation hub of 
CNY, DeWitt will attract new business and industry. I liken the economic shift as analogous to the 
historic migration of commerce from Salina to the City of Syracuse as result of construction of 
the Erie and Oswego Canals and ensuing railroads.  Business and commerce tend co‐locate with 
transportation centers. No better examples exist than those communities that either suffered 
versus those that rose economically in prominence along the federal highway system.  The rapid 
economic and population growth of Denver, CO commenced and progressed with the onset and 
surge in air travel and shipping over the Rocky Mountains.  
 
Despite the many negative impacts of converting Route 481 to Route 81 on residents, 
neighborhoods, and residential properties, the long‐term economic impact on business and 
industry in DeWitt will be beneficial.  Yet, these benefits are far outweighed by the 
overwhelmingly negative effects to DeWitt neighborhoods, the City of Syracuse and the CNY 
region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16 
Town of DeWitt DEIS Comments 10.14.2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Required DeWitt Road Improvements 
 
In addition to those concerns and issues expressed for the City of Syracuse and the CNY region, 
the Town of DeWitt’s concerns are related to the effects that the potential rerouting of Route 81 
to the Route 481 corridor would have on the character of the Town’s neighborhoods and 
important open space systems. Yet, the following sections describe necessary road 
improvements required of NYSDOT irrespective of the translocation of Route 81 to Route 481. 
 
Greenspace:  The Butternut Creek corridor adjacent to Route 481 was identified by the Town as a 
conservation area by the Town of DeWitt Comprehensive Plan (2002) 
https://cms8.revize.com/revize/dewittny/Planning%20and%20Zoning/Planning%20and%20Sust
ainability/Comprehensive%20Plan%202002.pdf . At the same time, the Comprehensive Plan 
identifies the I‐481 corridor as a significant barrier within the Town: 
 
  Excerpt from TOD Comp. Plan 2002 “Large areas of land in DeWitt are occupied by portions of the region’s 

arterial highway system…it effectively segments the Town and creates significant visual and physical 
barriers.” 

 
Pedestrian and bicycle accommodations:  Route 481 serves as a barrier at the interchange of East 
Genesee Street (NYS Rt 5) and Route 481, but problems exist at the Jamesville Road and Kirkville 
Road interchanges. The East Genesee Street interchange covers approximately 74 acres (larger 
than the prominent Shoppingtown Mall site) and presents difficulties for pedestrian and bicycle 
mobility due to the lack of adequate facilities, vehicular travel speeds, and the scale of the facility 
itself. The SMTC completed a “Bicycle Commuter Corridor Study” in 2013 that identifies NYS 
Route 5 as a “possible bike corridor” and recommended the consideration of a protected 
contraflow bike lane down the center lane from Wellington Road to Maple Drive. The 
Comprehensive Plan is supportive of the development of a Town‐wide interconnected system of 
pedestrian and bike ways.  
 
The Town requests that NYSOT consider the redesign of the Route 481 and East Genesee 
Interchange to adequately and safely accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists (see Attachment 1). 
Accommodations for Pedestrian and bike paths should be designed at all town exit and entrances. 
 
Sidewalk installation: The Town is requesting sidewalk construction along major state routes 
throughout DeWitt in accordance with NYSDOT policy. The Town is willing to provide 
maintenance and snow removal via in‐kind service and labor and is willing to enter into contract 
agreements with NYSDOT.  Areas in further need of sidewalks include but are not limited to Erie 
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Boulevard (Route 5), Thompson Road (Route 635), Bridge Street, Route 92, Route 173, Route 
290 and Route 298. 
 
Bicycle path installation: The Town is requesting bicycle path construction along major state 
routes throughout DeWitt in accordance with NYSDOT policy. The Town is willing to provide 
maintenance and snow removal via in‐kind service and labor and is willing to enter into contract 
agreements with NYSDOT.  Areas in further need of bicycle paths include but are not limited to 
Erie Boulevard (Route 5), Thompson Road (Route 635), Bridge Street, Route 92, Route 173, 
Route 290 and Route 298. 
 
Sound Barriers:  Sound barriers are necessary to protect neighborhoods from increased noise 
levels. In particular, the Jonathan‐Craig and Dewittshire neighborhoods are already exposed to 
extreme levels and constant highway noise on a daily basis.  DeWitt neighborhoods should be 
afforded sound protection irrespective of moving Route 81 to Route 481.   
 
DeWitt is located along the City of Syracuse entire eastern border. DeWitt is narrow 
geographically; only 3 miles wide at its greatest distance along its east‐west orientation. DeWitt 
is approximately 9.25 miles long and entirely bisected by Route 481.  Therefore, the entirety of 
DeWitt is currently impacted by sound and will be further impacted by the conversion of Route 
481 into Route 81.  Sound impacted neighborhoods include areas of Jamesville such as homes 
along and near Rockcut Road, Rt. 173, Doubletree, Apple Cross Woods, Boulder and Steinway 
Heights, and the Nottingham.  Sound impacted neighborhoods in Central DeWitt include Orvilton 
and the homes along and proximate to Woodchuck Hill Road, Maple Drive, Jamesville Road, and 
Butternut Drive.  Sound impacted neighborhoods in East Syracuse and the Northtown include 
Dunrovin and Collamer.   
 
NYSDOT performed sound modelling for the DEIS.  Model results are inaccurate, inadequate, and 
are questionable. For instance, the DEIS calls for sound attenuation on the eastside of Route 481 
in front of Town Hall, but not on the western side directly across from Town Hall where the 
Jonathan‐Craig neighborhood exists.  The eastern “sound‐protected” side at Town Hall is absent 
of homes and residents, whereas the western side has hundreds of occupants residing in the 
Jonathan‐Craig neighborhood.  A comprehensive sound measurement study should be 
conducted to obtain concrete data. Still, sound attenuation is warranted throughout DeWitt. 
Natural berms with plantings in open greenspace would be the preferred treatment.  Sound 
barrier walls such as those along Route 81 in Binghamton with translucent panels that allow light 
and vision would be preferable in locations unable to accommodate a natural berm with 
plantings. 
 
The following outlines potential mitigation options to lessen impacts of transportation generated 
noise pollution.  A number of noise abatement measures can be utilized to lessen adverse noise 
impacts. These include: 
 

 Solid obstructions or barriers 

 Planting vegetation and trees 
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 Creating buffer zones 
 

Noise barriers or walls can reduce noise levels by 5 to 10 decibels which cut the traffic noise in 
half and are built of wood, stucco, concrete masonry, metal and other materials meeting State 
specifications. The noise barriers function by deflecting the noise but can have an adverse visual 
effect and tend to draw graffiti. Alternatively, vegetation or trees coupled with earthen berms 
can be very effective in deflecting and absorbing sound. Large‐leaf deciduous species of trees 
can be more effective in reducing noise during spring and summer, but evergreens provide 
better results year‐round. Where trees are densely planted, noise can be reduced by 6 decibels 
over a distance of 30 meters and can reduce noise levels by 50%. 
 
Air Pollution mitigation:  The transportation generated air pollutants that will contribute to the 
further degradation of the air quality in the Town of DeWitt include carbon monoxide, CO2, 
nitrogen oxides, volatile organic carbon compounds and particulate matter. A study conducted 
by researchers from the International Council on Clean Transportation at Washington University 
and the University of Colorado estimated that vehicle tailpipe emissions of ozone and PM2.5 
were linked to 385,000 premature deaths in 2015. Recent evidence indicates that the public 
health response to PM2.5 pollution may actually be greater. We have also identified air toxics 
derived from the transportation sector that include benzene and formaldehyde. Efforts must be 
taken to reduce these impacts on air quality associated with this project and the transportation 
sector as a whole. The USEPA is working the issue and pressing to government, industry and 
business to move to electric vehicles.  Coupled with alternate energy production at the source, 
electric vehicles could make a large difference. In the interim, the urban and suburban forestry 
resources should be enhanced along the Route 481 corridor as part of this transportation 
project. It has been demonstrated that urban forests can improve air quality by reducing 
atmospheric carbon dioxide levels and absorbing a wide range of air pollutants. Ottosen and 
Kumar 2019 have reported on the first long time‐series of multiple pollutants to assess the 
mitigation of traffic generated air pollution when trees are planted along the road side. The 
results show concentration reductions as follows: 
 

 ‐52% for PM1.5 

 ‐44% for PM2.5 

 ‐35% for PM10  
 

Air pollutants can be directly removed from the air as contaminants deposited or absorbed on 
the surfaces of leaves. The citizens of the Town of DeWitt deserve the inclusion of these 
mitigation strategies in the overall Community Grid Option. The use of Urban or Suburban 
forestry practices to help mitigate serious air pollution and noise impacts associated with the 
transportation project will represent an extraordinary investment in helping to preserve the 
quality of life. 
 
Exit 3 at East Genesee St:  NYSDOT’s proposal to remove the westbound cloverleaf exit and add 
additional lanes and a traffic light intersection with two lanes heading east and two lanes 
heading west is woefully inadequate.  This remedy again demonstrates neglect and lack of 
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attention to the residents of DeWitt and beyond.  The proposed exit ramp modification is of 
minimal effort and cost for NYSDOT, and is an interim remediation at best because eventually a 
more comprehensive modification of the entrance and exit ramps at East Genesee Street will be 
required.  The Town of DeWitt requests a diverging diamond interchange. 
 
There needs to be consideration of the increase in bypass traffic projected along Route 81. Some 
of the greatest industrial/commercial growth has been in the eastern towns and in particular the 
Town of DeWitt. The City of Syracuse has not observed similar commercial growth; the 
commercial growth in the eastern towns must be supported by improvements to the Route 481 
corridor. 
 
The upgrade of signage along Route 481 is also required. The Town of DeWitt would be in a 
position to help support this effort. Signage could be developed ranging from the initial 
“Welcome to the Town of DeWitt,” to additional signage regarding available services. The AAA 
suggests mile markers, exit signs, state highway signs and the signature identification of the 
communities through which they pass. 
 
 
Exit at Kirkville Road: NYSDOT recently invested a 20 million dollar grant award to CSX Railroad 
for infrastructure improvements at the CSX Railyards in DeWitt.  In particular, the monies were 
used to install box lifts that transfer trailers from train to tractor trailer trucks.  Truck traffic is 
projected to increase from 250‐300 trucks per day to 750‐800 trucks per day in the near future 
and to 1000‐1200 in years to come. A direct connection from Route 481 into the CSX Inland Port 
railyards is imperative. Reconfiguration of the Kirksville Road exit ramps with traffic lights is 
required for safe access to a service road for trucks only entering and exiting the railyards. 
Perhaps a diverging diamond interchange would work at this location. This is best accomplished 
in close proximity to the current highway footprint due to wetland and floodplain issues. Route 
481 has a stone and concrete base of construction materials, i.e. runner crush that support the 
existing elevated highway over the railyards. There is adequate room alongside or under the 
elevated highway to put a direct connection for a truck traffic in and out of the railyard. This 
would eliminate hundreds of tractor‐trailer trucks exiting and entering the highway on local 
secondary roads travelling to and from the DeWitt Railyards. Trucks currently use Kirkville Road 
and Fremont Roads; thereby traversing the entrances of an East Syracuse‐Minoa Elementary 
School, Middle School, and High School. The ESM District Bus Garage is proximate to the 
railyards.  The co‐mingling of hundreds of tractor trailer trucks and multiple dozens of school 
buses can and should be avoided.  One young male student on a bicycle was killed by accident 
with a tractor trailer truck.  One life lost is too many.  Therefore, the railyards in DeWitt should 
have direct access to the highway irrespective of the Route 81 conversion, and most certainly 
should be included in any list of improvements to Route 481 as a consequence of Route 81 
conversion. See Attachment 2, Mitigating Truck Traffic. 
 
 
Additional entrance ramp:  The Town of DeWitt currently has a right of way to Route 481 off of 
Towpath Rd.  The installation of a southbound entrance ramp just south of Kinne Rd would 
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alleviate rush hour traffic and aid in removing out‐bound traffic from Glacier Creek Park, 
Widewaters Office Park, BlueCross Blue Shield, Shoppingtown Mall future development, 
Marshall’s Plaza and other multiple nearby office parks and shopping centers.  
 
 
Route 690 extension:  Currently East Genesee Street to Lyndon Corners and Routes 5 and 92 
serve as the Route 690 extension. East Genesee Street has up to 10 lanes of traffic along this 
corridor. Hundreds of thousands of cars traverse through DeWitt on a daily basis. DeWitt would 
like road reduction and a traffic diet through our Town. This is not an unreasonable request it 
follows the same logic as taking Route 81 down through the City of Syracuse. If the City of 
Syracuse does not have to allow traffic on a major interstate highway to run north south through 
its jurisdiction, then why should Dewitt accommodate commuter traffic between the City of 
Syracuse and the eastern most suburbs. 
 
DeWitt is requesting Route 690 be extended eastward through the Town of Manlius and as far 
east as Chittenango. Route 690 was originally designed to extend into the eastern suburbs and 
the interchange between Route 690 and Route 481 is still in place. At a minimum, NYSDOT could 
utilize the existing interchange between Route 690 and Route 481 to provide entrance and exit 
to and from the two highways from Butternut Drive. Further, an at‐grade road similar to 
Northern Boulevard should be extended eastward at a minimum to Burdick Avenue in the Town 
in Manlius.  This would help to relieve traffic on both Route 290 and East Genesee Street. 
 
Additional amenities:  New York State DOT is proposing amenities to the Onondaga Creek walk 
within the City of Syracuse. We concur that alternative transportation paths such as bike lanes 
and walkable trails are important. The Town of Dewitt would like equal treatment as the City of 
Syracuse, especially because NYSDOT is shifting the major federal interstate highway system for 
CNY through DeWitt. The Route 481 corridor parallels the Butternut Creek floodplain of which 
the Town has made numerous investments in green space, parklands, bike paths and trails. 
Several of these projects have been completed, initiated, or have commenced planning or are 
conceptual and have been included in our comprehensive plan, parks and recreation master 
plan, climate action plan, and/or are contained in DeWitt’s Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan 
(LWRP). 
 
Widewaters Pond:  The Town of DeWitt is working to establish a pocket Park along the National 
Heritage Erie Canal Trail at the intersection of Bridge Street and Erie Boulevard.  The Town is 
requesting to acquire Widewaters Pond from NYSDOT similar to the process being conducted 
with NYSDOT for property acquisition for the Town’s Butternut Creek Park.  I thank NYSDOT for 
its continued good faith effort in working through this process with DeWitt.  
 
DeWitt also requests NYSDOT dredge the Widewaters Pond. The Widewaters Park would include 
water fountains, colored decorative lighting, a boardwalk, benches, and other amenities. (See 
LWRP projects in Attachment 3).   
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The concept is similar to a municipal duck and/or trout pond. The site is situated along the Erie 
Canal National Heritage Corridor.   
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The property is 35 Acres in size, and the pond is about 1500 ft long. Properly managed the site 
could be a local and tourist attraction including water fountains and colored lighting. 
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The trail would encircle the pond totaling nearly 5000 ft in length, and connect to the NYS 
Heritage trail along Towpath Drive at 3‐4 locations, and at Erie Blvd at two locations and from its 
Eastern side at multiple locations from the Best Buy Plaza and Marshalls Plaza.  Park amenities 
would include gezebo, benches, public art, monuments, historic markers, small ampitheather, 
benches, picnic tables, drinking fountains, LED solar lighting, safety railing, signage, and trail 
connections including contour earth moving, filter fabric, crushed limestone (crusher run/runner 
crush), and stone dust for about 5250 linear feet of trail (including connections). 
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The Town of DeWitt needs to acquire ownership from NYSDOT.  The pond requires dredging and 
water quality improvements. Sediments and surface water need to be monitored for 
contaminants.  Fountain aeration will provide oxygen for fish survival in addition to aesthetics. 
Fish populations and pond life would be managed.  Small craft/paddle boat rentals along with 
canoe and kayak launch site and ice skating in winter months could be provided.   
 
Erie Canal restoration:  The Town owns a remanent of the former Erie Canal between 
Widewaters Pond and Route 481 along Towpath Road and the newly constructed National 
Heritage Erie Canal Trail.  The Town is looking to restore this section of the old Erie Canal.  
DeWitt requests NYSDOT dredge the former canal along towpath Drive along with Widewaters 
Pond, thereby restoring the Erie Canal as a waterway from nearby Kinne Road to Erie Blvd.  
NYSDOT should also install a barrier wall separating the canal and the Erie Canal Heritage Trail 
from neighborhood backyards.  The Town would work with property owners and NYSDOT to 
establish easements and install vegetative plantings to buffer homeowner’s backyards along the 
entire barrier wall.  Working together with NYSDOT, the Town would: 
 

 Hold public hearing with Jonathan Craig neighborhood (in particular Westminster 
Rd). 
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 Establish easement (may require purchase [compensation to property owners]) 
and buffer along back property line for properties along Westminster Rd (includes 
privacy wall, fence and/or tree plantings). 

 Remove trees and dredge canal. 

 Reconstruct/repair canal walls. 

 Re‐establish/design hydrology for permanent water containment and flow 
through former canal (may require clay lining). 

 Relocate access for 6724 Towpath Drive (may require easement/purchase of 
access through 5794 Widewaters Parkway parking lot from the West).  Requires 
construction of road/driveway around house. 

 
East Genesee Street Box Tunnel Path: Butternut Creek flows through a set of three box tunnels 
underneath East Genesee St in DeWitt and the east bound Fayetteville off‐ramp and northbound 
on‐ramp at the intersection with Route 481.   
 
 

 
The project proposes to construct a pedestrian/bike path under East Genesee Street and the 
northbound on‐ramp to Route 481.  The proposed path would provide crosswalk connections 
between east‐west sidewalks along Genesee Street and the existing Butternut Creek trail and 
two future trails proposed in a north‐south orientation on both sides of Route 481 connecting all 
neighborhoods and businesses between East Genesee Street southward to the hamlet of 
Jamesville. 
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Permits would be required from NYSDOT, NYSDEC, and USACoE.  Construction would include the 
placement of large stones under the highways at the creek’s edge along the eastern most wall of 
the two box tunnels and placing a concrete slab on top forming the trail.  Amendities would 
include LED solar lighting, safety railing, signage, and trail connections including contour earth 
moving, filter fabric, crushed limestone (crusher run/runner crush), and stone dust for about 800 
linear feet of trail. 
 

Trailways 
 
East Genesee Street to Kinne Road:  The proposed trail would run from East Genesee Street to 
Kinne Road approximately 4250 ft along the Orville Feeder Canal on the west side of Route 481.  
The trail would run in a north‐south orientation and provide connections for adjacent 
neighborhoods, nearby business including Excellus and Shoppingtown.  Access points to the trail 
would be at bridges located at E. Genesee St, Drovers Lane, and below Kinne Rd. Amenties would 
include LED solar lighting, safety railing, signage, and trail connections including contour earth 
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moving, filter fabric, crushed limestone (crusher run/runner crush), and stone dust for about 
4500 linear feet of trail (including connections). 
 

 
 
 
Jamesville Rd to East Genesee Street:  The proposed trail would run from Jamesville Road to East 
Genesee Street along the Orville Feeder Canal on the west side of Route 481.  The trail would 
run in a north‐south orientation and provide connections for adjacent neighborhoods, nearby 
public greenspace including the Manlius Pebble Hill School, Community Library of DeWitt and 
Jamesville, and the First Tee Golf Course and Driving Range.  Additional access points to the trail 
would be located at Jamesville Rd, Andrews Rd, and E. Genesee St. Amenties would include LED 
solar lighting, safety railing, signage, and trail connections including contour earth moving, filter 
fabric, crushed limestone (crusher run/runner crush), and stone dust trail (including 
connections). 
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Woodchuck Hill Rd at Jamesville Rd to East Genesee Street:  The proposed trail would run from 
Woodchuck Hill at Jamesville Road to East Genesee Street along the currently Paul Fowler owned 
right‐of‐way (agreed to donate to Town, but never followed up) on the west side of Route 481.  
The trail would run in a north‐south orientation and provide connections for adjacent 
neighborhoods, nearby public greenspace including town‐owned property and St David’s 
Episcopal Church.  Additional access points to the trail would be located at Jamesville Rd, 
Flametree Drive, Gleason Pl, Thistlewood Ln,Miles Ave, and E. Genesee St. Amenties would 
include LED solar lighting, safety railing, signage, and trail connections including contour earth 
moving, filter fabric, crushed limestone (crusher run/runner crush), and stone dust f trail 
(including connections). 
 
Rt 173 to Jamesville Rd:  Through Fiddlers Green and would require donation from Hansen 
Quarry along the east side of Butternut Creek from Solvay Road to pump house. Two paths: 

1. along Jamesville Road to Woodchuck Hill Road 
2. box tunnel underneath Jamesville Road along creek to DEC fishing access 

 
Amphitheater:  Construct public amphitheater at eastern side of landfill. 

 Stage 

 Sound 

 Lighting 

 Restrooms 

 Concessions 

 Water fountains/colored lights in adjacent Erie Canal. 
 

Parking located under National Grid right‐of‐way; entrance/exits at Butternut Drive, Rt 290, and 
Fisher Rd.  Additional parking at Town Hall and Cedar Bay Park. 
 
Beautification: The Town of DeWitt requests a number of aesthetic improvements to state 
owned routes with DeWitt of which the Town is willing to partner via monetary contributions 
and/or in‐kind labor services.  
 
State Routes, 5, 20 and 635:  On numerous occasions over the past two decades the Town of 
Dewitt has requested NYSDOT remove the asphalt and vegetate the islands on Erie Boulevard, 
East Genesee Street, and Thompson Road.  The Town will install water supply lines and provide 
long‐term maintenance to vegetation, should NYSDOT plant fine‐leaf trees and flowering plants. 
Fine‐leaf material will not clog storm drains nor create slippery road surfaces during wet weather 
conditions.  
 
Daffodils at East Genesee Street: The Town and the Syracuse Garden Society planted daffodils 
within the four cloverleafs at Exit 3 on East Genesee Street nearly 15 years ago. Just after the 
installation of the daffodils, NYSDOT and contractors began using the site for staging vehicles, 
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construction materials, and debris.  NYSDOT also stages debris just north to the Jamesville Road 
entrance ramp in the center median.   Both eyesores are unnecessary as the NYSDOT highway 
garage is less than a mile north at the intersection of Route 690. In addition to poor aesthetics, 
NYSDOT’s activities have damaged or destroyed the daffodil plots. The Town of DeWitt herein 
requests NYSDOT vegetate the entire Route 481 median through DeWitt with a crown‐vetch or 
clover plant. This would save considerable labor time and money in mowing costs over the long‐
term, be visually appealing to the traveling public, and provide nutrients to the soil as these 
plants are nitrogen fixing legumes, thereby enhancing or improving surrounding soils. 
 
Maintenance and drainage issues:  The Town is requesting cooperation with NYSDOT on a host of 
road maintenance and drainage issues on state roads and easements throughout the town. The 
Town is willing to contribute in‐kind service and labor in exchange for permission and/or 
contract agreements to aid NYSDOT in weed control and water runoff.  Areas include, but are 
not limited to Erie Boulevard, Thompson Road, Bridge Street, Route 173, Route 290 and Route 
298. See Attachment 4 for comments from the DeWitt Highway Superintendent and Town 
Engineer. 
 
Summary:  DeWitt residents in the nearby neighborhoods will be exposed to greater amounts of 
noise and air pollution.  DeWitt secondary roads will have greater traffic.  NYSDOT has proposed 
a minimus approach and failed to identify or remedy the traffic problems in DeWitt.  For 
numerous reasons the community grid is antithetical to sustainable principals on a regional 
scale. The community grid alone will have a number of negative social, economic and 
environmental impacts. Social justice arguments have been fronted with no real benefit to the 
past and subsequent generation of victims of past racist policies. For all these reasons and more, 
and as an environmental scientist, steward of my community, and an elected representative, I 
continue to strongly oppose Route 481 becoming Route 81. A Hybrid Community Grid could 
address all these issues wisely and innovatively. 
 
Most sincerely, 
Ed Michalenko, DeWitt Supervisor 
 
With the support of: 
 
Kerry Mannion, Deputy Supervisor 
Jack Dooling, Town Councilor 
Joe Chiarenza, Town Councilor 
Karen Docter, Town Councilor 
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A Community at a Crossroads
The Town of DeWitt proudly plays a major role in the in-
ternational supply chain for the entire Northeastern United 
States. The Central New York Inland Port facility at the CSX 
Dewitt Rail Yard is the first stop for container trains leav-
ing the Port of New York and New Jersey — often carrying 
goods from Asia via the Panama Canal — and it is the last 
stop for agricultural products, metals, wood, and other 
exports on their way to the rest of the world. 

The recent $19 million investment to modernize the inter-
modal Inland Port drastically reduced transportation costs 
for haulers, making our region much more competitive. 
And with the growth of Amazon and other local develop-
ments on the horizon, our place in the regional economy 
and distribution networks will only grow more significant. 

That’s excellent news for DeWitt and Central New York, but 
it also means more trucks on DeWitt’s roads — an estimat-
ed 700 to 1,000 more per day. Many will take the current 
route to the highway that passes near three schools and 
was the site of an accident that killed a student on a bike. 

How do we capitalize on the opportunities before us with-
out suffering the consequences of increased truck traffic? 

The Town of DeWitt proposes the Central New York Inland 
Port Connector Project, which will create a direct roadway 
for trucks to take from the Central New York Inland Port to 
Routes 481, 690, and 90. 

The Opportunity
Currently, trucks leaving the CSX Rail Yard and Central New 
York Inland Port travel along the route highlighted in [color] 
in the graphic at below left. The Central New York Inland 
Port Connector Project proposes to establish a new road 
— along the proposed route shown in [color] — that will 
divert highway-bound trucks away from Fremont Road and 
a significant portion of Kirkville Road.

Our proposed Central New York Inland Port Connector 
Project is inspired by our Town Sustainability Committee’s 
mission to meet the needs of the present without compro-
mising the needs of the future, along with “Central New 
York Rising,” our broad region’s comprehensive revitaliza-
tion strategy. Our plan synthesizes economic, social, and 
environmental concerns to ensure the long-term viability of 
our community and our planet.

How You Can Help
The Town of DeWitt respectfully requests your support 
economically, politically, and in the business community 
to bring this project to life. Contact us to learn more about 
this project and to help:

• Improve safety for DeWitt residents and students
at Woodland Elementary School, Pine Grove Middle
School, and East Syracuse Minoa Central High School

• Contribute to Central New York sustainability and
improve air quality in DeWitt by reducing carbon emis-
sions near residences and businesses

• Promote social and environmental justice by pro-
tecting low-income residents and providing workers
cost-efficient access to major employers like Amazon

• Reduce costly wear and tear on our town road infra-
structure

• Preserve the Town of DeWitt’s distinct character for
generations to come

Thank you for supporting CNY and the Town of DeWitt!

Mitigating Truck Traffic While Growing DeWitt’s Economy 
The Central New York Inland Port Connector Project

Edward M. Michalenko, Ph.D. | Town of DeWitt Supervisor 
5400 Butternut Drive | East Syracuse, NY 13057 

(315) 446-3910, ext. 5 | supervisor@townofdewitt.com



Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

The LWRP describes the proposed land and water uses for the DeWitt Waterfront Revitalization 

Area (WRA). 

Land uses in the DeWitt WRA are proposed in a manner that will continue the general patterns of 

existing and proposed land uses. These character areas reflect the vision set forth in the 2017 

Comprehensive Plan (See Map 9), and each character area has important qualities which either exist at 

present and are to be enhanced or preserved or are desirable and achievable as change occurs in the 

future. These generalized land use recommendations are compatible with the LWRP Policies 

contained in Section III. 

This LWRP section includes recommendations to improve opportunities for future public access to the 

waterways within the town of DeWitt, whenever possible. The town’s long-range goal for the 

waterfront is to make necessary changes for residents to maintain and improve the quality of life, 

enhance public access in appropriate places, and revitalize certain areas to bring about both economic 

development and increased active transportation. The following text recommends specific projects to 

achieve these goals. These projects vary according to the existing and desired character areas across 

the WRA. The proposed projects have a varied range that includes capital projects and programming 

initiatives, according to the existing or desired character of the area. 

Erie Boulevard East Mobility and Wayfinding Enhancements 

Project Description 
The extension of the Erie Canalway Trail along Towpath Road and Erie Boulevard will help to 
keep multi-modal transportation at the town’s “front door”, where users will have greater 
access to goods, services, and employers. Though not without its challenges, this alignment will 
provide the maximum benefit to the town of DeWitt in terms of promoting attractive 
redevelopment along its primary commercial arterial.  

In addition, it will provide safer connections between transportation infrastructure and local 
amenities throughout the corridor, regardless of mode. This will encourage trail users to walk 
and cycle more, which helps the town to retain businesses and residents, and increases the 
quality of life for the region. The portions of this corridor that contained the Enlarged Erie Canal 
should also be made to provide reference to their position in history through the development 
of wayfinding and interpretive elements, street furniture, landscape elements, lighting and 
other improvements. 

The Erie Boulevard East corridor extends southward from Bridge Street until it merges with 
East Genesee Street (NYS Route 92). The town of DeWitt desires to extend the median bikeway 
and streetscape improvements along this southern portion of Erie Boulevard until its 
intersection with East Genesee Street. 

Project Location and Map 

Erie Boulevard East Corridor between Thompson Road on the West and East Genesee Street on 
the South.  
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Conceptual Design(s) 

Visualization of proposed Erie Boulevard East 
median bikeway improvements  

Erie Boulevard East Mobility Enhancements 
(Elevating Erie Ideas Competition) 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Erie Commons Master Plan 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will undertake the development of a master plan for the creation of a mixed-
use walkable center to be located around the Widewaters Pond adjacent to Towpath Road and Erie 
Boulevard East. The pond is a remnant of the Enlarged Erie Canal. The goals of the master plan will 
be to identify opportunities for developing a public park facility around the Widewaters Pond, as 
well as to identify necessary public infrastructure improvements and amenities around the pond 
that would provide incentive for the redevelopment of adjacent areas into a walkable mixed-use 
21st century neighborhood for DeWitt. DeWitt will investigate the realignment of Towpath Road to 
the north, by rerouting vehicular traffic along linked extensions of the existing interior streets. This 
realignment of circulation patterns would create an opportunity to take full advantage of the 
waterfront along Widewaters Pond. The future extension of the Erie Canalway Trail is aided by 
promoting public access and walkability along enhanced open spaces and commercial areas. 
Together with a greater emphasis on mixed-use redevelopment, the reconfiguration and 
improvement of public infrastructure and amenities in this area will increase property values and 
enhance community character.  

Project Location and Map 

Widewaters Pond is located adjacent to Towpath Road and Erie Boulevard. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Conceptual Design 

Concept Plan for the redevelopment of the 
Widewaters Pond and adjacent neighborhood 
areas to create a public park and a 21st century 
mixed-use walkable neighborhood. 

Entry for DeWitt Widewaters Park from the 
Elevating Erie International Ideas Competition 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Widewaters Pond Water Quality and Sediment Conditions Assessment 

Project Description 

Located adjacent to large impervious surfaces and an existing brownfield, this canal remnant 
should be the subject of a detailed water quality analysis examining the presence of heavy 
metals and other pollutants, along with biological contaminants. Due to proximity to a nearby 
brownfield, for upland portions of Widewaters Pond, a Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment (ESA) should be conducted. This analysis may lead to a Phase II ESA. These 
analyses should be conducted in tandem with the development of the Erie Commons Master 
Plan and in consideration of future aquatic invasive species management. The invasion of 
phragmites has damaged both the pond and the native flora and fauna, and it severely limits 
public access to and even knowledge of, this important cultural resource. An integrated 
management effort working closely with the NYSDEC; drawing from an array of tools like 
mechanical mowing, chemical treatment, and hydrologic manipulation; is likely to be effective 
and sustainable for this inaccessible yet centrally-located waterbody. 

Project Location and Map 

Widewaters pond is located adjacent to Towpath Road and Erie Boulevard East.  
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Widewaters Pond Public Facility Improvements 

Project Description 

Based on the results of the Erie Commons Master Plan, the Town will develop and implement 
plans for a new public gathering area to be situated around the Widewaters Pond adjacent to 
Towpath Road and Erie Boulevard. The park will incorporate fountains, interpretive elements, 
public gathering nodes, public paths that connect to the Empire State Trail and adjacent 
properties, access to and across the water, ecological restoration and water quality 
improvements, site furniture and lighting, and other elements. The park will also include a 
perimeter trail system that connects to adjacent commercial areas. The Town seeks to create a 
public node that will support and enhance State investments in the Empire State Trail, as well as 
to catalyze the redevelopment of adjacent properties.  

Project Location and Map 

Widewaters Pond is located adjacent to Towpath Road and Erie Boulevard. 

Conceptual Design 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Entry for DeWitt Widewaters Park from the Elevating Erie International Ideas Competition 

7



Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Project Description 

Towpath Road follows the historical alignment of the Enlarged Erie Canal for approximately 1.3 
miles between the intersection of Erie Boulevard East with Bridge Street and 481 and Kinne Street. 
The Town seeks to engage adjacent commercial and residential property owners in order to re-
envision the corridor, to improve water flow, and to establish interpretive elements to the corridor 
to tell the history of the Canal. The project may include restoration of historical Canal elements (e.g., 
stone walls), restoration of the clay lining, dredging of the corridor, and tree removal.  

Project Location and Map 
Widewaters pond is located adjacent to Towpath Road and Erie Boulevard East. 

Towpath Road Old Erie Canal Restoration 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Towpath Road Realignment Study 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will undertake an engineering study to determine the feasibility, 
conceptual layout, and preliminary cost estimates for realigning Towpath Road to support 
implementation of the Erie Commons Master Plan project 

Project Location and Map 

Location of Towpath Road  

Conceptual Design 

This concept plan illustrates the potential realignment of Towpath Road. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

 White Lake Public Access 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will conduct a feasibility study to determine opportunities for developing 
public access to the White Lake area through land acquisition, trail development, water access and 
interpretive/wayfinding signage at White Lake. 

Project Location and Map 

White Lake is located south of Woodchuck Hill Road 

Conceptual Design 

Photo of White Lake 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Rock Cut Quarry Recreation Access 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will conduct a feasibility study to determine opportunities for developing 
public access to the Rock Cut Quarry area through land acquisition or development of a 
recreation easement and trail development. 

Project Location and Map 

Rock Cut Quarry 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Conceptual Design 
Photo of the Rock Cut Quarry 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Fiddlers Green Connector Trail 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will design and implement an approximate 1.5 mile connecting trail 
between the Fiddlers Green Park and the Butternut Feeder Canal Trail.  

Project Location and Map 
The Fiddlers Green Connector Trail will connect from Solvay Road along Butternut Creek 
toward the Butternut Creek Golf course and connect to the Butternut Feeder Canal. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Fiddlers Green Connector to North Street 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will design and construct trails to connect newly-acquired property 
along North Street into the original Fiddlers Green trail system 

Project Location and Map 
The Fiddlers Green Connector Trail will connect the East and West sides of Butternut Creek 
near the old Glen Loch property. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Fiddlers Green Recreational Easement Connections 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will work to aquire easements over adjacent properties to connect the 
Fiddlers Green park to nearby parks and open space systems such as Clark Reservation, Rock 
Cut Quarry, and White Lake 

Project Location and Map 
The Fiddlers Green Connector Trail network has the potential to connect to Clark Reservation 
State Park, Rock Cut Quarry, and White Lake. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Nominate Butternut Creek Aqueduct to the National Register of 
 Historic Places 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will pursue nomination of the Butternut Creek Aqueduct to the State and 
National Register of Historic Places. 

Project Location and Map 
The Butternut Creek Aqueduct is located just northeast of the intersection between Butternut 
Drive and Kinne Road. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Restoration of Butternut Creek Aqueduct 

Project Description 
The Town of DeWitt will complete an analysis of the structural conditions of the Butternut 
Creek Aqueduct and implement a restoration strategy 

Project Location and Map 

The Butternut Creek Aqueduct is located just northeast of the intersection between Butternut 
Drive and Kinne Road. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Conceptual Design 
Photograph of the Butternut Creek Aqueduct. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Repair Butternut Creek Feeder Sluice Gate 
  from Butternut Creek 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will work with the NYS Canal Corporation to repair the Butternut 
Creek sluice gate from Butternut Creek 

Project Location and Map 

The Butternut Creek Feeder sluice gate is located equidistant between the DeWitt 
Library and the Butternut Golf Course and slightly northwest of the intersection of 
Jamesville Road with Tulipwood Lane. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Conceptual Design 
Photograph of the Butternut Feeder Sluice Gate 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Develop Wayfinding and Interpretive Signage Program for  
 Historical Erie Canal Corridor 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will develop and implement a comprehensive wayfinding and 
interpretive signage program for the historical Erie Canal Corridor. The improvement of 
wayfinding for bicyclists and pedestrians, both on and off the Erie Canal corridor, is a high 
priority for the town of DeWitt. Current gaps along local bicycle and pedestrian routes and a 
lack of wayfinding signs make it difficult to navigate routes. The installation of consistent and 
visible signage or pavement markings along routes can promote the use and safety of walking 
and biking. Signs can guide users along the main Erie Canalway Trail and heavily-utilized 
spurs, and provide distance measures, travel estimates to key destinations, and impediments 
to avoid. 

Project Location and Map 

The wayfinding and interpretive signage program will help to enhance the historical Erie 
Canal Corridor within the Town.  
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Design and Install Protective Bike/Pedestrian 
 Infrastructure along Kinne Road 

Project Description 

As the westbound alignment of Kinne Road approaches the bridge, a six-foot shoulder necks 
down to a four-foot shoulder to cross Butternut Creek, and finally down to less than three feet 
at I-481. The eastbound alignment, originating at the intersection with Erie Boulevard East, 
has varying constraints associated with the width of the shoulder and conflicts with 
commercial driveways. Although a wide and striped shoulder may be appropriate for 
accommodating light bicycle and pedestrian traffic elsewhere on Kinne Road, the gradually 
decreased size of the shoulder strains bicyclists’ comfort on the bridge, where motorists are 
less likely to grant wide berth in passing. Some degree of narrowing the driving lanes to gain 
bicycle protection or highly-visible bicycle sharrow markings can be accommodated within 
the existing design, while future replacement or substantial renovations are negotiated. A 
more comprehensive treatment is necessary between Erie Boulevard East and the Kinne Road 
Bride to improve bicycle and pedestrian safety. 

Project Location and Map 
Improvements would take place between the intersection between Erie Boulevard East and 
Butternut Drive along Kinne Road. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Conduct Feasibility Analysis to Determine Potential Future Use 
 of the DeWitt Municipal Landfill site 

Project Description 
The redevelopment of this site is complicated by several factors including steep slopes, a lack 
of public utility service, and adjacency to NYSDEC wetlands and the 100-year floodplain. While 
there are many factors to consider in reusing the site for additional renewable energy 
development, key considerations include the total anticipated production of the site and 
weighing the benefits of the solar energy production with the installation costs. The town is 
also interested in exploring the possibility of developing an amphitheater  on the eastern side 
of the landfill which could include a sound stage, covered seating area, lighting, restrooms, and 
concessions. Considerations for uses such as a public art installation may include installation 
constraints (e.g., maximum sculpture weight), visitor circulation, and the potential for visitor 
exposure to subsurface contaminants. To proceed with the reuse of this site, Phase I and Phase 
II Environmental Site Assessments should be conducted to analyze the following: 

• cap and liner system integrity;

• leachate and landfill gas management objectives and requirements;

• monitoring requirements for groundwater and surface water protection;

• stormwater management and erosion control requirements;

• structural settlement potential;

• maintenance schedules and requirements; and

• protocols for corrective action in the event of system malfunctions.
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Project Location and Map 
The DeWitt Municipal Landfill site is located directly adjacent to the Old Erie Canal State 
Historic Park. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Butternut Creek Trail System Master Plan 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will develop a master plan for the construction of the Butternut Creek 
Trail System. The extension of the Butternut Creek trail to the south along the feeder canal 
would take advantage of an informal trail that commences at the municipally-owned 
“Richard’s Green Space”, south of State Route 5/92. That trail extends south until the 
Butternut Creek Golf Course, along the transmission line corridor, adjacent to a moderately-
dense residential area and local elementary schools. There may also be an opportunity to 
connect the Orville Feeder Canal area with the Maple Drive neighborhood, through the 
creation of a pedestrian walkway along the Butternut Creek corridor that flows under 
Interstate 481. Additional opportunities for expansion exist further south by taking advantage 
of existing or future recreational amenities at the abandoned quarry, Clark Reservation State 
Park, Fiddlers’ Green, and the Grist Mill park.  There are other possibilities to the east toward 
White Lake wilderness area and Woodchuck Hill Field and Forest Preserve. These trails may 
vary in development, for example paved trails for heavily trafficked areas or unpaved trail 
blazes similar to the trails of the Woodchuck Hill Field and Forest Preserve. 

Project Location and Map 

The Butternut Creek Trail System has the potential to link many of the residential areas of 
DeWitt with the Erie Canalway Trail system/Empire State Trail, and other amenities of Central 
DeWitt. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Butternut Creek Trail System Development and Implementation 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt Butternut Creek Trail master plan will guide the phased construction of 
the Butternut Creek Trail System.  

Project Location and Map 

The Butternut Creek Trail System has the potential to link many of the residential areas of 
DeWitt with the Erie Canalway Trail system/Empire State Trail, and other amenities of 
Central DeWitt. 

Cedar Bay Park Improvements 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will work in partnership with New York State Parks and the Town of 
Manlius to develop a plan to incorporate the following expanded facilities at Cedar Bay Park:  
• an interpretive center, to educate visitors about local canal history and direct them to other
significant canal sites (e.g., the Erie Canal Museum in Syracuse, or the Limestone Creek 
aqueduct); 
• a concession stand, which could provide a source of revenue for facility maintenance;
• a bike rental facility, which could expand opportunities for visitors to access the Erie Canalway
Trail and other attractions that are connected by trails (e.g., the village of Fayetteville, Green 
Lakes State Park), 
• repair station for bikes, along with bike racks;
• overnight primitive/low-impact camping for cyclists passing through along the Canalway trail.

Project Location and Map 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Cedar Bay Park is located directly adjacent to the Old Erie Canal State Historic Park. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Project Description 

Though recognized as a recreational asset, Cedar Bay may be underutilized as a waterfront 
amenity that could attract development opportunities in adjacent properties. The extent to 
which adjacent properties could support such development, however, has not been analyzed. 
The town of DeWitt proposes a land use study of this area, particularly those areas to the 
south of Cedar Bay that could accommodate land development and benefit from proximity to 
the water and the Canalway Trail. 

The land use analysis should involve stakeholder input from property owners and neighbors, 
and a market analysis to examine the potential support of additional development within this 
area. Potential constraints (e.g., wetlands, traffic controls) should be identified, and strategies 
should be developed to guide well-connected, context-sensitive development. 

Land Use Analysis at Kinne Rd./Lyndon Rd./Cedar Bay Road 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

 Improvement Initiative 

Project Description 

Orville Feeder Canal and Butternut Creek: Both of these waterbodies are listed on the NYSDEC 
Waterbody Inventory/Priority Waterbodies List, however both entries have several missing 
data points regarding turbidity, pollutants, and sources of contamination. In addition to the 
assessment of water quality, the town of DeWitt seeks to examine opportunities to reconnect 
water flows between these waterbodies and Cedar Bay, as described in Section 4.3.4. 

Project Location and Map 

The Orville Feeder and Butternut Creek closely follow the 481 Corridor in DeWitt. 

Orville Feeder and Butternut Creek Water Quality 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Ley Creek Watershed Management Plan 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will development a comprehensive Ley Creek Watershed Management 
Plan. Ley Creek is a listed Impaired Waterbody due to combined sewer overflow, stormwater 
runoff, and industrial waste contamination. Projects to improve water quality in and along 
Ley Creek could include continued remediation efforts, implementation of best management 
practices for stormwater runoff, and stormwater mitigation and protection for new 
development. In addition, as discussed in Section II, the hydrology and habitat within the 
lower and minor tributaries of Limestone Creek are stressed by streambed sedimentation and 
water column siltation issues caused from streambank erosion. Projects to improve the water 
quality of Limestone Creek may include streambank stabilization and silt collection areas and 
activities. The Plan might also identify specific guidelines for new development within the 
Town that would help to guide town practices as well as new construction projects in the use 
of green infrastructure. 

Project Location and Map 

Ley Creek in DeWitt encompasses the north and south branches as well as Sanders Creek. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Green and Grey Infrastructure Stormwater 
 Management Projects 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt comprehensive Ley Creek Watershed Management Plan will identify 
specifc projects that the Town can undertake to improve stormwater management 
throughout the Ley Creek Watershed.  

Project Location and Map 

Ley Creek is located in the northern section of the Town of DeWitt. 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Blueway Navigability Improvement Strategy Development 
 and Implementation 

Project Description 

The Town of DeWitt will identify and implement improvements create the headwaters of a 
blueway trail system connected to the Old Erie Canal State Historic Park waterway. The town of 
DeWitt’s waterways could provide greater recreational opportunities for nonmotorized 
watercraft along the Erie Canal and Butternut Creek. A fundamental step in improving these 
opportunities is to create a Blueway system that draws attention to these waterbodies and their 
connections to each other, and in doing so, increases the public awareness and sense of 
waterway connectivity throughout the town and beyond.  This assessment should include an 
overview of existing conditions, a needs analysis, maps of existing and proposed access sites, 
suggested paddle routes, signage, and a brand identity. Basic improvements to existing 
infrastructure would increase public awareness of, and connections to, DeWitt’s waterways. 
Currently, non-motorized boat launches are located at Cedar Bay Park along the Erie Canal and 
at Ryder Park along Butternut Creek, two heavily visited areas. These access points can be 
improved with consistent branding, signage, alterations to boat launches, and publicity. 
Additional launch areas can be implemented to provide access points on Butternut Creek south 
of I- 481, which is known to host recreational kayakers. Kayak or canoe rental venues would 
facilitate the use of these access points where appropriate (e.g., Cedar Bay), and could include 
storage systems, boathouses, cleaning stations, gear rental, and bathrooms. This may also 
include an exploration of the potential for developing winter ice-skating facilities.  

Project Location and Map 
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Town of DeWitt Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Old Erie Canal and Butternut Creek in DeWitt 
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I‐81 SEQR Review Comments from DeWitt Town Engineer &  

DeWitt Highway Superintendent 

 

From Town Engineer, Doug Miller:  

Urban forestation in and around the DeWitt interchanges starting at Jamesville Rd past the Lyndon 
interchange to the connection points of I 690 

 Sound barriers required for the areas in and around the DeWitt interchanges starting at 
Jamesville Rd past the Lyndon interchange to the connection points of I 690 

 Incorporation of direct access to the East Syracuse Rail Yards at the Kirkville Road interchange 
per attached sketches which the Town has initiated for funding purposes 

 Incorporation of trail systems currently proposed with local comprehensive planning and local 
waterfront revitalization along interstate access areas in and around the DeWitt interchanges 
starting at Jamesville Rd past the Lyndon interchange to the connection points of I 690 

 Calming effects, urban forestation, and improvements for Route 5 corridor from Orvilton hamlet 
to Lyndon Corners 

 Urban forestation and plantings for clover leaf area at Route 5 interchange.  Plantings by Town 
Volunteers have been decimated by NYSDOT activities over the years.  Development of a 
dedicated planting scheme is requested 

 Funding for increased use of NYS Bike Trail for Town including modifications to the feeder canal 
pond at Erie and Celi Drive 

 Traffic impacts to roads such as Woodchuck Hill, Jamesville Road, Old Quarry, Maple Drive 
Nottingham need to be addressed in emergency situations.  Roads do not have carrying 
capacities 

 Noise barriers required in and around the DeWitt interchanges starting at Jamesville Rd past the 
Lyndon interchange to the connection points of I 690 

 Increased emergency responder activity.  Funding and resources required for increased activity 
 Increased truck traffic on local Roads require upgrades to several local and county Roads such as 

Kirkville, Fly, Jamesville, Nottingham 
 Air monitoring stations throughout the residential areas in and around the DeWitt interchanges 

starting at Jamesville Rd past the Lyndon interchange to the connection points of I 690 
 Protection of natural trout streams adjacent to the modified interstate along Butternut Creek 
 Increased education for natural habitat in the fragile Butternut Creek stream drainage area 

including increased salt use 

 No anticipation for direct ramp access to the rail yard or increased truck traffic from such in the 
design report 

 Increased traffic means increased accidents.  Town of Dewitt has limited number of emergency 
responders.  Potentially a new station and staff may be needed. 

 Where are the massive numbers of workers going to stay. 
 Where are the large equipment and material staging areas going to be located. 



 MPT will be complex and lead to  
 Will there be winter shutdowns or will bridge reconstruction continue without interruption. 
 New spurs for the Empire Trail heading north to Route 298 and south to Jamesville Road from 

the current 481 bridge crossing should be incorporated along the new I‐81 Route 
 All utilities should be replaced from under the pavement in Lyndon Corners widening area. 
 Addition of new traffic signal at Genesee Street will add to travel times and congestion. 
 Noise mitigation 
 No significant fueling stations along the current Route 481 corridor.  Need for fuel will increase. 
 No rest/texting area planned along the current new I‐81 Route 
 Need for mechanical service stations along the new I‐81 Route will increase.   
 Noise mitigation should be incorporated 
 Pollution mitigation should be incorporated 
 Cost estimates are low based upon recent bidding of public work projects. 

 

From DeWitt Highway Superintendent Rocco Conte:   

 A bypass that was talked about for the Eastern Suburbs years ago, this would help elevate the 
increased traffic for Lyndon Corners 

 Traffic increasing  for Orvilton Drive & Thompson Roads 
 Shoulder improvements, Bike Lanes  & or Sidewalks ( Maintenance) to allow for  Pedestrian 

Safety   
 Sound Barrier maintenance after being built, cost to the Town? 
 Sound Monitoring due to increased traffic  
 Road Conditions will increase by the wear & tear of increased traffic 

 

 

 



































Keep what we have

Herbert Trendell <hwtrendell@aol.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 8:24 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Keep what we have and improve it!

Sent from my iPhone

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...

1 of 1 5/16/2022, 9:57 AM



Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

chanelre5=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io <chanelre5=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Chanel Turnquest <chanelre5@gmail.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 1:55 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Chanel Turnquest

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...

1 of 1 5/14/2022, 7:26 AM
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