
(No subject)

Mark L <steamdude64@gmail.com>
Tue 5/3/2022 7:37 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Nothing wrong with the existing I 81 over Syracuse. Leave it alone. Been that way for decades and
worked fine. Fix it up. You will cause a traffic nightmare for years. People in crisis need quick access to the
hospitals which will be delayed and may even cause deaths.. 
This is a common sense thing. 
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

vncnt47=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<vncnt47=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Vincent L <vncnt47@yahoo.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 3:32 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Vincent L



RT81

Mark LaClair <my69ta@gmail.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 9:24 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

I am writing this because I can't believe this is even being entertained. I have worked in, and have done
business in Syracuse my whole adult life. The ease of getting from one place to another in this city is
probably one of the best in the country. I have heard a lot of talk from proponents that "everyone wants
this". Who is "everyone"? I have yet to talk to ANYONE that thinks this is a good idea. And, as I said, I
have worked here my whole life so I talk to many people from every walk of life, both business
owners and customers alike. One of my jobs in recent years (I retired from that job in 2018 after 20 years)
was the maintenance manager for a major car rental company. My responsibility was to make sure the
vehicles were in good working order both mechanically and aesthetically. 
     As you can imagine, I have seen a lot of very bad accident vehicles. But, the ones that really made my
skin crawl, were the cars we would get back riddled with bullet holes. More often than not, the interior
would be covered in blood and I would find out from the police report that someone was killed in that
car. Many times we would total the car rather than repair it, given the circumstances. I don't have the
number of cars that were shot at but, I can say with certainty, that it was in the hundreds. Many times it
would be in the police impound for months before we got the vehicle back. I do remember one instance
where we had to wait for over one year before we could get it released. 
      Why am I telling you all of this? It is a fact that ALL of those cars came from a one to two mile radius
of the area that is being proposed as the utopia where the highway will end. People are going to be
dumped into stop dead traffic in one of the most dangerous areas of the city. Thousands of people, all
sitting ducks to whatever crime someone feels like committing that day. 
     First responders, ambulances, police all trying to get through the gridlock that this will cause.
Congestion will be an everyday nightmare. How many cars travel RT81 through the city daily? 100k?
Goods and services being transported to Syracuse and surrounding areas. Where are all of these cars
going to go? 481 north? I can't imagine what kind of havoc that will cause all along that route. I hope
someone comes to their senses and decides that rebuilding the current highway is the only logical
alternative. Afterall, the reason this was built in the first place was to streamline commerce, not only in
Syracuse, but all along the RT81 corredor as well.

Mark LaClair,
A very concerned citizen.
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From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: RT81
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 8:51:45 AM

From: Mark LaClair <my69ta@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, May 15, 2022 9:25 PM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: RT81

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I am writing this because I can't believe this is even being entertained. I have worked in, and have
done business in Syracuse my whole adult life. The ease of getting from one place to another in this
city is probably one of the best in the country. I have heard a lot of talk from proponents that
"everyone wants this". Who is "everyone"? I have yet to talk to ANYONE that thinks this is a good
idea. And, as I said, I have worked here my whole life so I talk to many people from every walk of life,
both business owners and customers alike. One of my jobs in recent years (I retired from that job in
2018 after 20 years) was the maintenance manager for a major car rental company. My
responsibility was to make sure the vehicles were in good working order both mechanically and
aesthetically. 
     As you can imagine, I have seen a lot of very bad accident vehicles. But, the ones that really made
my skin crawl, were the cars we would get back riddled with bullet holes. More often than not, the
interior would be covered in blood and I would find out from the police report that someone was
killed in that car. Many times we would total the car rather than repair it, given the circumstances. I
don't have the number of cars that were shot at but, I can say with certainty, that it was in the
hundreds. Many times it would be in the police impound for months before we got the vehicle back.
I do remember one instance where we had to wait for over one year before we could get it
released. 
      Why am I telling you all of this? It is a fact that ALL of those cars came from a one to two mile
radius of the area that is being proposed as the utopia where the highway will end. People are going
to be dumped into stop dead traffic in one of the most dangerous areas of the city. Thousands of
people, all sitting ducks to whatever crime someone feels like committing that day. 
     First responders, ambulances, police all trying to get through the gridlock that this will cause.
Congestion will be an everyday nightmare. How many cars travel RT81 through the city daily? 100k?
Goods and services being transported to Syracuse and surrounding areas. Where are all of these cars
going to go? 481 north? I can't imagine what kind of havoc that will cause all along that route. I hope
someone comes to their senses and decides that rebuilding the current highway is the only logical
alternative. Afterall, the reason this was built in the first place was to streamline commerce, not only
in Syracuse, but all along the RT81 corredor as well.

Mark LaClair,
A very concerned citizen.
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

gavinl=protonmail.ch@mg.gospringboard.io
<gavinl=protonmail.ch@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Gavin Landless <gavinl@protonmail.ch>
Thu 5/12/2022 5:21 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Gavin Landless



Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

aggielane340=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<aggielane340=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Aggie Lane <aggielane340@gmail.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 4:09 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Aggie Lane
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From: athenicole=outlook.com@mg.gospringboard.io on behalf of Athena Last
To: Mark Frechette
Subject: Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81
Date: Friday, May 13, 2022 10:16:50 AM

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and economic
justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community members who
live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents living
adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best suited
to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care access
center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT
must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and
compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from leaded
paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement stronger safety
standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include requiring construction
contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with
lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more equitable
outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting the
Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond. 

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely, 

Athena Last

mailto:athenicole=outlook.com@mg.gospringboard.io
mailto:athenicole@outlook.com
mailto:I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov
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I81

Leslie Lawrence <lelaw@twcny.rr.com>
Thu 5/12/2022 4:52 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Ladies and Gentlemen,  The problem with removing I81 through down town is not one of traffic patterns
but of
                                        marketing.  The traffic ( people, cars, trucks, commerce - money) will no longer go
through
                                        the city but around it. A better alternative is to piggyback I81 over the existing
railroad
                                        right-of-way hang a right turn near Hiawatha Blvd go past Destiny and connect to
I81
                                        near the train station and the stadium.  This way visitors get to see(and spend
money in)
                                        the city, Destiny gets a better exit and the businesses in Mattydale and North
Syracuse
                                        don’t get screwed.

                                        When I came to Syracuse I drove north on US11 from Binghamton.  There were
several small
                                        towns the thrived from the traffic of the road.  Make the same trip now and all you
see
                                        are boarded up gas stations, motels and stores.  Tear down I81 and this will be the
fate of
                                        Syracuse.

                                        Thanks,
                                        George C. Lawrence
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

alexander.m.lawson=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<alexander.m.lawson=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Alex Lawson <alexander.m.lawson@gmail.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 12:28 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Alex Lawson
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

snl27=cornell.edu@mg.gospringboard.io
<snl27=cornell.edu@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Stephanie Lee <snl27@cornell.edu>
Mon 5/16/2022 3:40 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Stephanie Lee
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Final Environmental Impact Statement public review period

Minchin G Lewis <mglewis@syr.edu>
Thu 4/21/2022 3:31 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

A�en�on:  Mark Freche�e, NYS Department of Transporta�on
      Rick Marquis, Federal Highway Administra�on

Re:               I-81 Viaduct Project
     Final Environmental Impact Statement public review period

Date:          April 21, 2022
 
This memo is to request that the comment period for public review of the I-81 Final
Environmental Impact Statement be extended by 90 days. The document includes 35,000 pages.
Further considera�ons follow:
 

1.       Public par�cipa�on is a federal requirement.

Recommended prac�ces are described in an EPA publica�on, “Public Par�cipa�on Guide.
[1]

”
This publica�on recognizes the decision-making responsibility of the public agency. But it also
recommends best prac�ces for gathering public input from mul�ple and diverse sources. It
concludes, “The job of the sponsor agency then is to balance among these views and concerns
and reflect the decisions back so that the public understands how its diverse concerns were
considered.”
 
2.       The I-81 project is at its most cri�cal step in terms of public par�cipa�on.
The Dra� Environmental Impact Statement, released in July 2021, provided the public with
DOT’s project plan at that date. By October 14, 2021, DOT received 8,000 comments in
response to that plan. On February 18, 2022, NYS DOT announced changes to the por�on of
the plan with the most significant impact on the minority neighborhoods. The change was
apparently developed without local consulta�on with the mayor of the city or the director of

the impacted public housing agency
[2]

.  The details of how the Community Grid would link
with BL 81 may be buried in the 35,000 pages but they have not been discussed publicly. This
major change by itself calls for an extension of the comment period.
 
3.       Issues in the FEIS regarding environmental jus�ce deserve addi�onal public review.
The air and noise pollu�on of thousands of vehicles congested on a street-level roadway close
to Dr. King Elementary School and on Syracuse’s Southside has not been determined.  As a case
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in point, mi�ga�on factors may be described in the DEIS, but it takes �me for the public to find
and review such measures, if any.
 
4.       Addi�onal public review may iden�fy the need for plan changes.
The comment period a�er the issuance of the DEIS produced changes that NYS DOT
recognized as necessary. In the same way, the FEIS comment period could generate issues that
must be addressed to secure the benefits and avoid the errors that could follow a $2.25 billion
project. It would be a mistake to shortchange this important process. An extension of months
is insignificant compared to the decades that the decision will impact the community, for
be�er or worse.
 

Based on these considera�ons, the public comment period should be extended by 90 days to
comply with EPA policy and to give the public the opportunity to seriously review the plan that
will determine the future of the community.
 
Respec�ully submi�ed,
 
Minchin G Lewis, MPA, CGFM        

He/Him/His
Adjunct Professor
Maxwell School, Syracuse University
Department of Public Administration and International Affairs
236 Eggers Hall
Syracuse  New York  13244-1020
(315) 443-4000    Cell:  (315) 243-2530
 
 
 

[1]
 h�ps://www.epa.gov/interna�onal-coopera�on/public-par�cipa�on-guide-introduc�on-

public-par�cipa�on.
[2]

 h�ps://www.syracuse.com/news/2022/02/ny-transporta�on-officials-reveal-alterna�ve-to-
controversial-i-81-roundabout-near-syracuse-school.html
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From: minchlewis@aol.com <minchlewis@aol.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2022 4:44 PM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>; rick.marquis@don.gov
Subject: FDR/FEIS Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Rick Marquis Federal Highway Administration
Mark Frechette NYS DOT  Region 3

Good afternoon.

I have attached a document with my comments for the record regarding the I-81
Viaduct Project FDR/FEIS.

Please let me know if you have any questions or if you would like additional
information.

Thank you.

Minch Lewis
315-243-2530




To:   Rick Marquis                 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)  
Mark Frechette, P.E.   New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT)  


From: Minchin G Lewis 
RE Comment re: Signature Bridge Concept Evaluation  
Date: May 16, 2022  


 
The following is being submitted as a comment for the record regarding the I-81 Viaduct Final Design 
Report/Final Environmental Impact Statement (FDR/FEIS). 
 
DOT’s “Signature Bridge” Concept Evaluation is deficient because it did not respond to the comments 
presented by many citizens. An evaluation of a responsive alternative should be conducted to determine 
Construction Costs, Constructability, and Maintenance and Other Environmental Impacts with a 
correction of the noted deficiencies. That evaluation should be completed before a Record of Decision is 
issued. 
 
This memo first presents the concept of an iconic bridge with the Community Grid (the Grid Plus Bridge 
alternative). The Grid Plus Bridge alternative could best meet the objectives of the I-81 Viaduct project. 
It then analyzes DOT’s “Signature Bridge” created by the NYS DOT. The memo demonstrates how DOT’s 
“Signature Bridge” differs from the Grid Plus Bridge plan in 28 significant ways. The memo concludes 
with the need for a fair evaluation.  
 


 
 


1. The Iconic Bridge and Community Grid alternative.  
 
NYS DOT, in Appendix M, Response 5-10, states that “….in consideration of the comments received, the 
agencies conducted a conceptual evaluation of a potential signature bridge.” The conceptual evaluation 
of a potential signature bridge was based on a configuration constructed by DOT without considering 
the options presented by the community to address the concerns about the Community Grid. There is 
no indication that DOT considered the configuration as outlined in my comments submitted on October 
14, 2021, or in other comments reported in the FDR/FEIS. Those comments include the following design 
considerations for an iconic alternative, the Grid and Harriet Tubman Memorial Freedom Bridge, 
referred to in this memo as the “Grid Plus Bridge” alternative: 
 


The new alternative (Grid Plus Bridge) would combine the Community Grid and an Iconic 


Bridge (from my comments submitted on October 14, 2021). 


 


The Community Grid Plus Bridge Alternative would include many of the features of the 


Community Grid. The Viaduct Alternative would be modified substantially.  The details are 


below: 


 


A. The existing I-81 elevated roadway would be continued north of Colvin with newly designed 


structure to reduce the negative impact on the residential neighborhood. It would be relocated 


away from Dr. King Elementary School as shown in the Viaduct Alternative. It would pass 


over the railroad and align directly over Almond Street. 


B. The exit to Van Buren shown on the Community Grid Alternative would be maintained. An 


alternative exit direct to parking areas off Raynor would be explored as a more efficient 


approach taking advantage of the grade levels and avoiding a descent to grade at Raynor and 


the very steep ascent to destination parking.   
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C. The cable-stayed structure would begin at Burt Street. Cable-stayed structures are generally 


straight in-line to accommodate the engineering forces. The ramps at Adams Street should be 


explored for cable-staying to preserve ground-level clearance underneath them.  That exit 


would provide a connection to Adams eastbound and Harrison westbound, both arterials 


designed to accommodate traffic. The 30,000 cars predicted for the Community Grid would 


by-pass the Southside neighborhood entirely. The roundabout proposed for the Community 


Grid Alternative at Martin Luther King East (or Kennedy Street) and the exits at Colvin and 


Brighton (Glen) would be eliminated. 


D. The cable-stayed roadway would continue from Burt to and over Genesee Street, aligning 


with I-81 from there to the north. It would utilize the existing route to connect with I-81 at the 


Pearl Street on-ramp as specified in the Community Grid plan. Other than the southbound 


exit to Almond and Harrison, the interchanges between I-81 and I-690 would be eliminated. 


This would remove the multiple ramps that add to the width of the existing roadway and to 


the high rate of accidents.  With the elimination of those ramps, it may be possible to reduce 


the curves and/or improve the sight range. The speed limit would be reduced to enhance 


safety and meet federal standards for the redesigned I-81 roadway.  


E. The current design for the Community Grid Alternative would continue. The “grid” would 


begin at Martin Luther King East connecting to Renwick Avenue and ultimately to Almond 


Street. The interchange adjacent to Dr. King Elementary School would be eliminated. 


Almond Street would be reconstructed as an urban boulevard with narrower streets than 


would be required for a Business Loop subject to heavy traffic and federal standards. The 


boulevard would continue north to Erie Boulevard. It would link with I-690 via an extension 


of the Crouse and Irving diamond interchange planned for the Community Grid.  


F. The improvements to I-481 and to I-690 planned to accommodate the diversion of 60,000 


cars would be eliminated.  Other improvements to the roadways on the eastside would be 


evaluated as part of a separate project. 


The Community Grid Plus Bridge Alternative would meet local and national objectives: 


 


The Community Grid Plus Bridge Alternative combines the benefits of the Community Grid with 


improvements that make the Community Grid work better:  


 


A. The Viaduct is removed.  


B. A tree-lined boulevard handles local traffic on the surface with pedestrian and bike friendly 


configurations.  


C. An iconic, cable-stayed bridge soars 70 feet over the boulevard to handle non-local traffic. 


D. A pedestrian and bike walkway over Almond Street can connect both sides of the boulevard. 


E. The interchange at Dr. King Elementary School is eliminated.  


F. The existing entrance and exit are maintained at Adams with an exit at Van Buren or Taylor. 


G. The bridge is straighter and simpler than the current roadway with a 45-50 mph design speed 


limit, not the 60-mph planned by NYSDOT.  


H. Additional land may be available for development north and east of Dr. King Elementary 


School. 


I. It may be possible to phase construction of the overhead bridge supports to provide for dust-


shields to protect the neighborhood and citizens from the pollution resulting from the 


demolition of the existing viaduct. 







J. The $800+ million slated for improvements to I-481 in the suburbs can be spent in the City 


since no traffic will be diverted. The cost of a cable-stayed roadway is estimated at $600 


million; $200 million would be spent for neighborhood improvements, including an LED 


park to attract visitors from the regional community as well as the immediate neighborhood. 


K. Dedicating the bridge and LED park in response to a request from the Harriet Tubman family 


and committing $200 million to neighborhood improvements can be significant initial steps 


in recognizing the national transportation goal to promote civil rights. 


 


 
 


2. NYS DOT Did Not Equitably Evaluate the Grid Plus Bridge Plan. 
 
NYS DOT created a “potential signature bridge” option that ignored the proposed Grid Plus Bridge 
concept.  NYS DOT rejected their own concept of a “signature bridge,” but the concept constructed by 
NYS DOT differed substantially from the iconic Grid Plus Bridge proposed in comments submitted in 
response to the DEIS in October 2021. The differences enumerated below list the NYS DOT comment 
followed by a statement demonstrating the deficiency in the NYS DOT assertion.  
 
 


Item Location DOT claim Response 


1. M-5-54 In “General Limits and Configuration” DOT 
claims the “The potential signature bridge 
would connect southern I-81/Business 
Loop (BL) 81 and I-690.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge alternative would not connect I-
81 and I-690 in the city. The connection would be 
provided by the Community Grid.  


2. M-5-54   “The north end of the bridge would need 
to end in the vicinity of Cedar Street to 
allow enough space for ramp connections 
between the bridge terminus and I-690.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge would not end in the vicinity of 
Cedar Street since there would be no connection to 
I-690. 


3. M-5-54   “The south end of the bridge would be 
located approximately where the existing 
viaduct begins, to facilitate inclusion of an 
interchange at MLK, Jr. East.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge would eliminate the 
interchange at MLK, Jr. East.  


4. M-5-54   “It is assumed that the bridge would 
contain a total of either four (two in each 
direction) or six (three in each direction) 
lanes plus shoulders.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge would be limited to two lanes 
in each direction, with no entrances or exits for the 
length of the span. 


5. M-5-54   “The signature bridge and approach 
highways would be designed to meet 
freeway standards.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge alternative would reduce speed 
limits below 60 mph to be consistent with other 
interstate highways in urban settings. Eliminating 
entries and exits from the cable-stayed portion of 
the span would affect many of the “freeway 
standards.” 


6. M-5-54   “To replace the functionality of the 
existing Harrison Street/Adams Street 
interchange, the existing I-81/I-690 
interchange would be reconstructed and 
reconfigured.”   


The Grid Plus Bridge option would not eliminate the 
Harrison Street/Adams Street Interchange. In fact, 
the primary purpose of the Grid Plus Bridge option is 
to avoid diverting the traffic using the Adams Street 
exit to neighborhood streets south of that exit at 
either MLK, Jr. East, or in the latest DOT plan, at the 
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Van Buren Roundabout. The existing I-81/I-690 
interchange would be eliminated, not reconstructed 
or reconfigured. 


7. M-5-54 “The new I-690 interchange at Crouse and 
Irving Avenues, provided under the 
Community Grid Alternative, would be 
included in the signature bridge concept.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge option would include the new I-
690 interchange at Crouse and Irving Avenues as 
designed for the Community Grid Alternative. 


8. M-5-54   As described in the “Interstate Option,” 
the DOT’s version of a “signature bridge” 
option “includes many features of the 
Viaduct Alternative as presented in the 
DDR/DEIS and FDR/FEIS.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge rejects many of the “features” 
of the Viaduct Alternative. The Grid Plus Bridge plan 
would not include the “flyover” ramps connecting I-
81 and I-690, nor the left-side northbound exit from 
I-81 to I-690 eastbound, nor the dangerous merge 
lanes from I-81 Northbound  to I-690 Eastbound. 


9. M-5-55 “Due to the characteristics of a long span 
signature bridge, it is not possible to 
provide ramp connections within the limits 
of the main span, and as a result, an 
interchange at Adams and Harrison Streets 
could not be included.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge plan includes ramps from the 
multi-span bridge sections before they connect to 
the cable-stayed span. The cable-stayed span would 
eliminate entries and exits to minimize lane 
changes.  


10. M-5-56 “Since the signature bridge’s alignment 
would be straight, several buildings along 
Almond Street would need to be acquired, 
such as the Syracuse Housing Authority 
administration building and the Syracuse 
University steam plant.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge option would include 
acquisition of the Syracuse Housing Authority 
building, as does the Community Grid alternative. 
Depending on the alignment of the multi-span 
connector bridges, it may be possible to avoid 
interference with the Syracuse University steam 
plant. 


11. M-5-56   “In total, it is estimated that 35 to 40 
buildings would need to be removed, 
including residential, office, institutional, 
and commercial uses, as well as utility 
properties. The signature bridge concept 
would adversely affect multiple historic 
structures in the adjacent areas, such as 
Veteran’s Fastener Supply Company, the 
Learbury Centre (which contributes to the 
North Salina Street Historic District), the 
former NY Central Railroad Passenger and 
Freight Station buildings, VIP Structures, 
Smith Restaurant Supply, Reid Hall, Peck 
Hall, the Crichton Apartments, Wag Foods, 
the Howard & Jennings Pump Factory, and 
the Syracuse Herald building.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge plan would avoid the adverse 
effect on these structures since it would not include 
the multiple ramps to connect to I-690, nor the 60 
mph design, nor additional lanes. 


12. M-5-56 “The Crouse and Irving Avenues 
interchange configuration would be similar 
to that in the Community Grid Alternative 
design, except that the overall footprint of 


The Grid Plus Bridge plan would not require the 
expansion of the Crouse and Irving Avenue 
interchange design since I-690 would not be 
connecting to I-81 directly. The Community Grid as 







I-690 would be wider between McBride 
Street and Irving Avenue to accommodate 
the I-81 connector ramps in the median 
area and the Crouse and Irving Avenues 
ramps on the outside.” 


proposed would provide the connectivity, avoiding 
impacts on adjacent property other than those 
required by the Community Grid.  


13. M-5-57 “The highway, including the portion 
carried by the signature bridge, would be 
subject to freeway design criteria and a 60-
mph design speed.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge plan would seek a waiver of this 
requirement. Traffic needing a high-speed route  
(including military travel) would use the I-481 by-
pass route included in the Community Grid Plan with 
a 70 mph speed limit. The design speed limit for the 
Grid Plus Bridge elevated span could be reduced to 
speed limits approved for urban sections of 
interstate highways in other communities. 


14. M-5-60 “A minimum project cost increase of $800 
million could be expected.” 


The cost of the Grid Plus Bridge plan would be offset 
by the savings from eliminating the improvements 
to I-481 that are part of the Community Grid 
estimated cost. NYS DOT recognized this savings  
“since [the Grid Plus Bridge] option would maintain 
I-81 through the city, the conversion of I-481 to I-81 
would not be necessary.”(M-5-54) The cost of 
maintaining the exit at Adams street would be offset 
by eliminating the roundabout at Van Buren and 
reducing Almond Street from an interstate arterial 
to a city boulevard. 


15. M-5-60 “For discussion purposes, a cable stayed 
bridge concept was considered for the I-81 
signature bridge, given its cost advantages 
and potential for aesthetic treatments. The 
bridge would carry the four lanes of I-81 
(with the potential to require six lanes) 
with 5-foot inside shoulders and 12-foot 
outside shoulders, with a 2-foot median 
and 1.5-foot barriers, for a minimum total 
roadway width of 85 feet.” 


The actual design (not discussion purposes) may 
result in a different configuration, especially due to 
the fact that the cable-stayed span would be a direct 
roadway from I-81 on the south to I-81 on the north 
without entrances or exits. 


16. M-5-60 “In addition to increases in construction 
duration, the overall project timeline 
would be increased due to the time 
required for the bridge’s design. This 
would be the case whether design-build or 
design-bid-build was chosen as the project 
delivery method. A project duration 
increase of three to five years could be 
reasonably expected.” 


The duration of the Grid Plus Bridge plan should be 
compared with the duration of the entire 
Community Grid plan including the four years for 
the completion of the 481 improvements before the 
removal of the viaduct can begin. It should be noted 
that the additional design time would not be 
creating traffic disruptions. The impact on 
construction scheduling is not known without 
further study.  


17. M-5-60 “The construction of the bridge would 
pose challenges given its location and 
proximity to the local community. There 
would be difficulties in finding the space 
needed for staging areas near the site to 
allow for material storage and pre-


The Grid Plus Bridge option would involve 
construction challenges but not unlike the 
challenges the community accommodated for the 
replacement of the roof on the Syracuse University 
stadium, including the delivery of two of the world’s 
largest cranes. Equipment and materials were 
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assembly of bridge components. Travel 
through the area would be disrupted 
substantially and additional/larger 
construction vehicles and equipment (e.g., 
cranes) would add traffic, noise, and air 
quality emissions to the communities for 
the duration of construction due to the 
large bridge members required for this 
type of structure.” 


staged at many locations throughout the community 
for the stadium roof replacement. For the Grid Plus 
Bridge project, during construction disruptions, 
travelers would have the options provided by the 
Community Grid, namely rerouting to I-481 and I-
690 or to city streets. The inconvenience should be 
no greater than the disruptions when NYS DOT 
replaced the I-690 bridges at Teall Avenue. 


18. M-5-61 “Due to the width and height of a 
signature bridge, there would be more 
snow requiring removal and the current 
method of plowing the snow over the edge 
of the bridge would need to be replaced 
with a slower, more expensive process of 
loading the snow into trucks for disposal to 
an offsite location.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge may have lane reductions to 
allow for snow removal during heavy snowfalls. The 
lane reduction, and even closure for snow removal, 
would give travelers the option provided by the 
Community Grid, as stated above in #17. While 
snow removal may result in some inconvenience, it 
is likely to be less frustrating than the inconvenience 
resulting from clearing the city streets that would be 
impacted by the Community Grid plan. 


19. M-5-61 “Based on its substantial cost and 
constructability issues, and in 
consideration of the potential 
environmental and other impacts 
described below, the signature bridge 
concept is considered unreasonable and 
dismissed from further study.”   


The signature bridge concept as conceived by DOT is 
much different than the Grid Plus Bridge option. The 
differences are detailed in Items above. The Grid 
Plus Bridge option cannot be dismissed from 
“further study”--it has not been studied in the 
current version of the FDR/FEIS. 


20. M-5-61 “The potential cost of this concept does 
not provide added value commensurate 
with the increased cost at least $800 
million to $1.2 billion more than the cost 
of the Community Grid Alternative.” 


See Item 14 above. 


21. M-5-61 “Construction of the signature bridge 
concept would take at least 8 to 10 years 
(two more years than the Community Grid 
Alternative.)” 


The construction of the Grid Plus Bridge project 
would proceed in phases. The actual duration will be 
determined in the process of  detailed design. But it 
could be expected that the initial phase would 
involve the initial construction of the Community 
Grid interchange on I-690 at Crouse and Irving. This 
would divert traffic that would otherwise use the 
Harrison Street entry and exit. The northbound exit 
from I-81 to Adams Street may remain open until 
the later phases of the project. By staging 
construction, inconveniences may be minimized. In 
any case, after the new I-690 interchange at Crouse 
and Irving opens, traffic could be diverted to the 
routes that are being promoted in the Community 
Grid plan. 







22. M-5-63 “The removal of direct access to Harrison 
and Adams Streets would increase traffic 
using the local street network to reach 
University Hill from the south. 
Consequently, it would increase traffic and 
related emissions and noise near Dr. King 
Elementary School and the adjacent 
residential neighborhood.” 


This DOT comment is meant to apply to the Grid 
Plus Bridge plan, but it describes the impact of 
traffic that will occur under the Community Grid 
plan if traffic is diverted to city streets at the new 
proposed exit at Colvin and at the Van Buren 
Roundabout. The Grid Plus Bridge plan would avoid 
the impact on the minority neighborhood by 
maintaining the existing exit at Adams Street. 


23. M-5-63 “A signature bridge spanning these areas 
would displace these residents. It would 
displace businesses with minority and/or 
low income employees and that serve low-
income and minority populations.” 


Without detailed plans, assertions about the 
displacement of persons or businesses are 
meaningless. 


24. M-5-63 “It would increase transportation right-of-
way through the neighborhoods and 
encroach on important community 
facilities, such as Dr. King Elementary 
School and Wilson Park. It would also 
increase traffic through minority and low-
income communities to serve University 
Hill and consequently result in greater air 
and noise impacts.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge plan would maintain the exit at 
Adams street. The exits at Colvin and the Van Buren 
roundabout would be eliminated. No traffic would 
be diverted to the neighborhoods affecting 
important community facilities such as Dr. King 
Elementary School, Dunbar Center, or Wilson Park. 


25. M-5-63 “While the Community Grid portion of the 
signature bridge concept would provide 
east-west access between neighborhoods 
for vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians, the 
signature bridge would negatively affect 
community cohesion and its abutments 
would impact bicycle path continuity and 
connectivity.” 


The Community Grid would eliminate one of the 
most important east-west access points by 
terminating MLK, Jr. East at the Dr. King Elementary 
School. The Grid Plus Bridge plan would maintain 
the connection between MLK, Jr. East and the 
beginning of the Community Grid leading to Almond 
Street. It would provide a pedestrian bridge crossing 
Almond street for bikers and pedestrians avoiding 
vehicle/pedestrian conflicts on Almond Street during 
rush hours. 


26. M-5-63 “Compared to the existing I-81 viaduct, the 
wider signature bridge structure would 
have more encroachment on Wilson Park 
and would be closer to Forman Park.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge Alternative orientation may not 
affect Wilson Park. With the elimination of the 
ramps connecting I-81 to I-690, it is unlikely that the 
Grid Plus Bridge would impact Forman Park 


27. M-5-63 “The signature bridge’s greater width and 
height would substantially change the 
visual character of the area for multiple 
user groups. Its towers would be among 
the tallest structures in Syracuse and 
would be visible from many parts of the 
city. The bridge itself would also be taller 
than many adjacent structures and would 
be even more of a prominent feature of 
the skyline than the I-81 and I-690 viaducts 
are today.” 


The purpose of an “iconic” structure is to change the 
visual character of the City. In fact, the Grid Plus 
Bridge, with an LED park, would create a landmark 
with prominence for the neighborhood but also with 
prominence as a landmark putting Syracuse on a 
national map of tourist destinations. The features 
cited by DOT are the characteristics that would give 
Syracuse notoriety for something other than its 
snowfall. 
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28. M-5-63 “Since the signature bridge would be in an 
urban setting, and its design would include 
features to manage storm water flows, it 
would not result in effects to natural 
resources that would differ from those 
predicted for the Viaduct and Community 
Grid Alternatives.” 


The Grid Plus Bridge would avoid the negative 
environmental impacts associated with the 
Community Grid’s designation of I-481 as I-81 with 
its violation of principles of Smart Growth and NYS 
environmental laws. The Grid Plus Bridge plan would 
avoid the negative environmental impacts inherent 
in the Community Grid Alternative. 


 
 
 


3. Conclusion: A fair evaluation of the Grid Plus Bridge Plan is required.  
 
The FDR/FEIS recognized the importance of the many public comments calling for an iconic bridge, 
including a bridge that would be dedicated to Harriet Tubman. As cited above, “In consideration of the 
comments received, the agencies conducted a conceptual evaluation of a potential signature bridge.” 
While the DOT effort is meritorious, the results are problematic for two reasons. First, unfortunately, 
the “potential signature bridge” the agencies evaluated was not the iconic bridge alternative that was 
being proposed. Secondly, the “preferred alternative” Community Grid is not preferred by a majority of 
citizens, including an overwhelming majority of residents living adjacent to the current viaduct.   
 
The community deserves a fair evaluation of the Grid Plus Bridge alternative. An evaluation of the Grid 
Plus Bridge should be conducted with community input to determine Construction Costs, 
Constructability, and Maintenance and Other Environmental Impacts. This evaluation should correct the 
deficiencies noted above in the FDR/FEIS. That evaluation should be completed before a Record of 
Decision is issued. Without that step, the community has no assurance that the mistakes of the past are 
not being repeated in the future. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 


 
Minchin G. Lewis 
205 Rigi Avenue 
Syracuse, NY  13206 
Cell:   315-243-2530 
Email:  Mglewis@syr.edu 
 
 
 







To:   Rick Marquis                 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)  
Mark Frechette, P.E.   New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT)  

From: Minchin G Lewis 
RE Comment re: Signature Bridge Concept Evaluation  
Date: May 16, 2022  

 
The following is being submitted as a comment for the record regarding the I-81 Viaduct Final Design 
Report/Final Environmental Impact Statement (FDR/FEIS). 
 
DOT’s “Signature Bridge” Concept Evaluation is deficient because it did not respond to the comments 
presented by many citizens. An evaluation of a responsive alternative should be conducted to determine 
Construction Costs, Constructability, and Maintenance and Other Environmental Impacts with a 
correction of the noted deficiencies. That evaluation should be completed before a Record of Decision is 
issued. 
 
This memo first presents the concept of an iconic bridge with the Community Grid (the Grid Plus Bridge 
alternative). The Grid Plus Bridge alternative could best meet the objectives of the I-81 Viaduct project. 
It then analyzes DOT’s “Signature Bridge” created by the NYS DOT. The memo demonstrates how DOT’s 
“Signature Bridge” differs from the Grid Plus Bridge plan in 28 significant ways. The memo concludes 
with the need for a fair evaluation.  
 

 
 

1. The Iconic Bridge and Community Grid alternative.  
 
NYS DOT, in Appendix M, Response 5-10, states that “….in consideration of the comments received, the 
agencies conducted a conceptual evaluation of a potential signature bridge.” The conceptual evaluation 
of a potential signature bridge was based on a configuration constructed by DOT without considering 
the options presented by the community to address the concerns about the Community Grid. There is 
no indication that DOT considered the configuration as outlined in my comments submitted on October 
14, 2021, or in other comments reported in the FDR/FEIS. Those comments include the following design 
considerations for an iconic alternative, the Grid and Harriet Tubman Memorial Freedom Bridge, 
referred to in this memo as the “Grid Plus Bridge” alternative: 
 

The new alternative (Grid Plus Bridge) would combine the Community Grid and an Iconic 

Bridge (from my comments submitted on October 14, 2021). 

 

The Community Grid Plus Bridge Alternative would include many of the features of the 

Community Grid. The Viaduct Alternative would be modified substantially.  The details are 

below: 

 

A. The existing I-81 elevated roadway would be continued north of Colvin with newly designed 

structure to reduce the negative impact on the residential neighborhood. It would be relocated 

away from Dr. King Elementary School as shown in the Viaduct Alternative. It would pass 

over the railroad and align directly over Almond Street. 

B. The exit to Van Buren shown on the Community Grid Alternative would be maintained. An 

alternative exit direct to parking areas off Raynor would be explored as a more efficient 

approach taking advantage of the grade levels and avoiding a descent to grade at Raynor and 

the very steep ascent to destination parking.   
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C. The cable-stayed structure would begin at Burt Street. Cable-stayed structures are generally 

straight in-line to accommodate the engineering forces. The ramps at Adams Street should be 

explored for cable-staying to preserve ground-level clearance underneath them.  That exit 

would provide a connection to Adams eastbound and Harrison westbound, both arterials 

designed to accommodate traffic. The 30,000 cars predicted for the Community Grid would 

by-pass the Southside neighborhood entirely. The roundabout proposed for the Community 

Grid Alternative at Martin Luther King East (or Kennedy Street) and the exits at Colvin and 

Brighton (Glen) would be eliminated. 

D. The cable-stayed roadway would continue from Burt to and over Genesee Street, aligning 

with I-81 from there to the north. It would utilize the existing route to connect with I-81 at the 

Pearl Street on-ramp as specified in the Community Grid plan. Other than the southbound 

exit to Almond and Harrison, the interchanges between I-81 and I-690 would be eliminated. 

This would remove the multiple ramps that add to the width of the existing roadway and to 

the high rate of accidents.  With the elimination of those ramps, it may be possible to reduce 

the curves and/or improve the sight range. The speed limit would be reduced to enhance 

safety and meet federal standards for the redesigned I-81 roadway.  

E. The current design for the Community Grid Alternative would continue. The “grid” would 

begin at Martin Luther King East connecting to Renwick Avenue and ultimately to Almond 

Street. The interchange adjacent to Dr. King Elementary School would be eliminated. 

Almond Street would be reconstructed as an urban boulevard with narrower streets than 

would be required for a Business Loop subject to heavy traffic and federal standards. The 

boulevard would continue north to Erie Boulevard. It would link with I-690 via an extension 

of the Crouse and Irving diamond interchange planned for the Community Grid.  

F. The improvements to I-481 and to I-690 planned to accommodate the diversion of 60,000 

cars would be eliminated.  Other improvements to the roadways on the eastside would be 

evaluated as part of a separate project. 

The Community Grid Plus Bridge Alternative would meet local and national objectives: 

 

The Community Grid Plus Bridge Alternative combines the benefits of the Community Grid with 

improvements that make the Community Grid work better:  

 

A. The Viaduct is removed.  

B. A tree-lined boulevard handles local traffic on the surface with pedestrian and bike friendly 

configurations.  

C. An iconic, cable-stayed bridge soars 70 feet over the boulevard to handle non-local traffic. 

D. A pedestrian and bike walkway over Almond Street can connect both sides of the boulevard. 

E. The interchange at Dr. King Elementary School is eliminated.  

F. The existing entrance and exit are maintained at Adams with an exit at Van Buren or Taylor. 

G. The bridge is straighter and simpler than the current roadway with a 45-50 mph design speed 

limit, not the 60-mph planned by NYSDOT.  

H. Additional land may be available for development north and east of Dr. King Elementary 

School. 

I. It may be possible to phase construction of the overhead bridge supports to provide for dust-

shields to protect the neighborhood and citizens from the pollution resulting from the 

demolition of the existing viaduct. 



J. The $800+ million slated for improvements to I-481 in the suburbs can be spent in the City 

since no traffic will be diverted. The cost of a cable-stayed roadway is estimated at $600 

million; $200 million would be spent for neighborhood improvements, including an LED 

park to attract visitors from the regional community as well as the immediate neighborhood. 

K. Dedicating the bridge and LED park in response to a request from the Harriet Tubman family 

and committing $200 million to neighborhood improvements can be significant initial steps 

in recognizing the national transportation goal to promote civil rights. 

 

 
 

2. NYS DOT Did Not Equitably Evaluate the Grid Plus Bridge Plan. 
 
NYS DOT created a “potential signature bridge” option that ignored the proposed Grid Plus Bridge 
concept.  NYS DOT rejected their own concept of a “signature bridge,” but the concept constructed by 
NYS DOT differed substantially from the iconic Grid Plus Bridge proposed in comments submitted in 
response to the DEIS in October 2021. The differences enumerated below list the NYS DOT comment 
followed by a statement demonstrating the deficiency in the NYS DOT assertion.  
 
 

Item Location DOT claim Response 

1. M-5-54 In “General Limits and Configuration” DOT 
claims the “The potential signature bridge 
would connect southern I-81/Business 
Loop (BL) 81 and I-690.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge alternative would not connect I-
81 and I-690 in the city. The connection would be 
provided by the Community Grid.  

2. M-5-54   “The north end of the bridge would need 
to end in the vicinity of Cedar Street to 
allow enough space for ramp connections 
between the bridge terminus and I-690.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge would not end in the vicinity of 
Cedar Street since there would be no connection to 
I-690. 

3. M-5-54   “The south end of the bridge would be 
located approximately where the existing 
viaduct begins, to facilitate inclusion of an 
interchange at MLK, Jr. East.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge would eliminate the 
interchange at MLK, Jr. East.  

4. M-5-54   “It is assumed that the bridge would 
contain a total of either four (two in each 
direction) or six (three in each direction) 
lanes plus shoulders.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge would be limited to two lanes 
in each direction, with no entrances or exits for the 
length of the span. 

5. M-5-54   “The signature bridge and approach 
highways would be designed to meet 
freeway standards.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge alternative would reduce speed 
limits below 60 mph to be consistent with other 
interstate highways in urban settings. Eliminating 
entries and exits from the cable-stayed portion of 
the span would affect many of the “freeway 
standards.” 

6. M-5-54   “To replace the functionality of the 
existing Harrison Street/Adams Street 
interchange, the existing I-81/I-690 
interchange would be reconstructed and 
reconfigured.”   

The Grid Plus Bridge option would not eliminate the 
Harrison Street/Adams Street Interchange. In fact, 
the primary purpose of the Grid Plus Bridge option is 
to avoid diverting the traffic using the Adams Street 
exit to neighborhood streets south of that exit at 
either MLK, Jr. East, or in the latest DOT plan, at the 
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Van Buren Roundabout. The existing I-81/I-690 
interchange would be eliminated, not reconstructed 
or reconfigured. 

7. M-5-54 “The new I-690 interchange at Crouse and 
Irving Avenues, provided under the 
Community Grid Alternative, would be 
included in the signature bridge concept.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge option would include the new I-
690 interchange at Crouse and Irving Avenues as 
designed for the Community Grid Alternative. 

8. M-5-54   As described in the “Interstate Option,” 
the DOT’s version of a “signature bridge” 
option “includes many features of the 
Viaduct Alternative as presented in the 
DDR/DEIS and FDR/FEIS.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge rejects many of the “features” 
of the Viaduct Alternative. The Grid Plus Bridge plan 
would not include the “flyover” ramps connecting I-
81 and I-690, nor the left-side northbound exit from 
I-81 to I-690 eastbound, nor the dangerous merge 
lanes from I-81 Northbound  to I-690 Eastbound. 

9. M-5-55 “Due to the characteristics of a long span 
signature bridge, it is not possible to 
provide ramp connections within the limits 
of the main span, and as a result, an 
interchange at Adams and Harrison Streets 
could not be included.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge plan includes ramps from the 
multi-span bridge sections before they connect to 
the cable-stayed span. The cable-stayed span would 
eliminate entries and exits to minimize lane 
changes.  

10. M-5-56 “Since the signature bridge’s alignment 
would be straight, several buildings along 
Almond Street would need to be acquired, 
such as the Syracuse Housing Authority 
administration building and the Syracuse 
University steam plant.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge option would include 
acquisition of the Syracuse Housing Authority 
building, as does the Community Grid alternative. 
Depending on the alignment of the multi-span 
connector bridges, it may be possible to avoid 
interference with the Syracuse University steam 
plant. 

11. M-5-56   “In total, it is estimated that 35 to 40 
buildings would need to be removed, 
including residential, office, institutional, 
and commercial uses, as well as utility 
properties. The signature bridge concept 
would adversely affect multiple historic 
structures in the adjacent areas, such as 
Veteran’s Fastener Supply Company, the 
Learbury Centre (which contributes to the 
North Salina Street Historic District), the 
former NY Central Railroad Passenger and 
Freight Station buildings, VIP Structures, 
Smith Restaurant Supply, Reid Hall, Peck 
Hall, the Crichton Apartments, Wag Foods, 
the Howard & Jennings Pump Factory, and 
the Syracuse Herald building.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge plan would avoid the adverse 
effect on these structures since it would not include 
the multiple ramps to connect to I-690, nor the 60 
mph design, nor additional lanes. 

12. M-5-56 “The Crouse and Irving Avenues 
interchange configuration would be similar 
to that in the Community Grid Alternative 
design, except that the overall footprint of 

The Grid Plus Bridge plan would not require the 
expansion of the Crouse and Irving Avenue 
interchange design since I-690 would not be 
connecting to I-81 directly. The Community Grid as 



I-690 would be wider between McBride 
Street and Irving Avenue to accommodate 
the I-81 connector ramps in the median 
area and the Crouse and Irving Avenues 
ramps on the outside.” 

proposed would provide the connectivity, avoiding 
impacts on adjacent property other than those 
required by the Community Grid.  

13. M-5-57 “The highway, including the portion 
carried by the signature bridge, would be 
subject to freeway design criteria and a 60-
mph design speed.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge plan would seek a waiver of this 
requirement. Traffic needing a high-speed route  
(including military travel) would use the I-481 by-
pass route included in the Community Grid Plan with 
a 70 mph speed limit. The design speed limit for the 
Grid Plus Bridge elevated span could be reduced to 
speed limits approved for urban sections of 
interstate highways in other communities. 

14. M-5-60 “A minimum project cost increase of $800 
million could be expected.” 

The cost of the Grid Plus Bridge plan would be offset 
by the savings from eliminating the improvements 
to I-481 that are part of the Community Grid 
estimated cost. NYS DOT recognized this savings  
“since [the Grid Plus Bridge] option would maintain 
I-81 through the city, the conversion of I-481 to I-81 
would not be necessary.”(M-5-54) The cost of 
maintaining the exit at Adams street would be offset 
by eliminating the roundabout at Van Buren and 
reducing Almond Street from an interstate arterial 
to a city boulevard. 

15. M-5-60 “For discussion purposes, a cable stayed 
bridge concept was considered for the I-81 
signature bridge, given its cost advantages 
and potential for aesthetic treatments. The 
bridge would carry the four lanes of I-81 
(with the potential to require six lanes) 
with 5-foot inside shoulders and 12-foot 
outside shoulders, with a 2-foot median 
and 1.5-foot barriers, for a minimum total 
roadway width of 85 feet.” 

The actual design (not discussion purposes) may 
result in a different configuration, especially due to 
the fact that the cable-stayed span would be a direct 
roadway from I-81 on the south to I-81 on the north 
without entrances or exits. 

16. M-5-60 “In addition to increases in construction 
duration, the overall project timeline 
would be increased due to the time 
required for the bridge’s design. This 
would be the case whether design-build or 
design-bid-build was chosen as the project 
delivery method. A project duration 
increase of three to five years could be 
reasonably expected.” 

The duration of the Grid Plus Bridge plan should be 
compared with the duration of the entire 
Community Grid plan including the four years for 
the completion of the 481 improvements before the 
removal of the viaduct can begin. It should be noted 
that the additional design time would not be 
creating traffic disruptions. The impact on 
construction scheduling is not known without 
further study.  

17. M-5-60 “The construction of the bridge would 
pose challenges given its location and 
proximity to the local community. There 
would be difficulties in finding the space 
needed for staging areas near the site to 
allow for material storage and pre-

The Grid Plus Bridge option would involve 
construction challenges but not unlike the 
challenges the community accommodated for the 
replacement of the roof on the Syracuse University 
stadium, including the delivery of two of the world’s 
largest cranes. Equipment and materials were 
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assembly of bridge components. Travel 
through the area would be disrupted 
substantially and additional/larger 
construction vehicles and equipment (e.g., 
cranes) would add traffic, noise, and air 
quality emissions to the communities for 
the duration of construction due to the 
large bridge members required for this 
type of structure.” 

staged at many locations throughout the community 
for the stadium roof replacement. For the Grid Plus 
Bridge project, during construction disruptions, 
travelers would have the options provided by the 
Community Grid, namely rerouting to I-481 and I-
690 or to city streets. The inconvenience should be 
no greater than the disruptions when NYS DOT 
replaced the I-690 bridges at Teall Avenue. 

18. M-5-61 “Due to the width and height of a 
signature bridge, there would be more 
snow requiring removal and the current 
method of plowing the snow over the edge 
of the bridge would need to be replaced 
with a slower, more expensive process of 
loading the snow into trucks for disposal to 
an offsite location.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge may have lane reductions to 
allow for snow removal during heavy snowfalls. The 
lane reduction, and even closure for snow removal, 
would give travelers the option provided by the 
Community Grid, as stated above in #17. While 
snow removal may result in some inconvenience, it 
is likely to be less frustrating than the inconvenience 
resulting from clearing the city streets that would be 
impacted by the Community Grid plan. 

19. M-5-61 “Based on its substantial cost and 
constructability issues, and in 
consideration of the potential 
environmental and other impacts 
described below, the signature bridge 
concept is considered unreasonable and 
dismissed from further study.”   

The signature bridge concept as conceived by DOT is 
much different than the Grid Plus Bridge option. The 
differences are detailed in Items above. The Grid 
Plus Bridge option cannot be dismissed from 
“further study”--it has not been studied in the 
current version of the FDR/FEIS. 

20. M-5-61 “The potential cost of this concept does 
not provide added value commensurate 
with the increased cost at least $800 
million to $1.2 billion more than the cost 
of the Community Grid Alternative.” 

See Item 14 above. 

21. M-5-61 “Construction of the signature bridge 
concept would take at least 8 to 10 years 
(two more years than the Community Grid 
Alternative.)” 

The construction of the Grid Plus Bridge project 
would proceed in phases. The actual duration will be 
determined in the process of  detailed design. But it 
could be expected that the initial phase would 
involve the initial construction of the Community 
Grid interchange on I-690 at Crouse and Irving. This 
would divert traffic that would otherwise use the 
Harrison Street entry and exit. The northbound exit 
from I-81 to Adams Street may remain open until 
the later phases of the project. By staging 
construction, inconveniences may be minimized. In 
any case, after the new I-690 interchange at Crouse 
and Irving opens, traffic could be diverted to the 
routes that are being promoted in the Community 
Grid plan. 



22. M-5-63 “The removal of direct access to Harrison 
and Adams Streets would increase traffic 
using the local street network to reach 
University Hill from the south. 
Consequently, it would increase traffic and 
related emissions and noise near Dr. King 
Elementary School and the adjacent 
residential neighborhood.” 

This DOT comment is meant to apply to the Grid 
Plus Bridge plan, but it describes the impact of 
traffic that will occur under the Community Grid 
plan if traffic is diverted to city streets at the new 
proposed exit at Colvin and at the Van Buren 
Roundabout. The Grid Plus Bridge plan would avoid 
the impact on the minority neighborhood by 
maintaining the existing exit at Adams Street. 

23. M-5-63 “A signature bridge spanning these areas 
would displace these residents. It would 
displace businesses with minority and/or 
low income employees and that serve low-
income and minority populations.” 

Without detailed plans, assertions about the 
displacement of persons or businesses are 
meaningless. 

24. M-5-63 “It would increase transportation right-of-
way through the neighborhoods and 
encroach on important community 
facilities, such as Dr. King Elementary 
School and Wilson Park. It would also 
increase traffic through minority and low-
income communities to serve University 
Hill and consequently result in greater air 
and noise impacts.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge plan would maintain the exit at 
Adams street. The exits at Colvin and the Van Buren 
roundabout would be eliminated. No traffic would 
be diverted to the neighborhoods affecting 
important community facilities such as Dr. King 
Elementary School, Dunbar Center, or Wilson Park. 

25. M-5-63 “While the Community Grid portion of the 
signature bridge concept would provide 
east-west access between neighborhoods 
for vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians, the 
signature bridge would negatively affect 
community cohesion and its abutments 
would impact bicycle path continuity and 
connectivity.” 

The Community Grid would eliminate one of the 
most important east-west access points by 
terminating MLK, Jr. East at the Dr. King Elementary 
School. The Grid Plus Bridge plan would maintain 
the connection between MLK, Jr. East and the 
beginning of the Community Grid leading to Almond 
Street. It would provide a pedestrian bridge crossing 
Almond street for bikers and pedestrians avoiding 
vehicle/pedestrian conflicts on Almond Street during 
rush hours. 

26. M-5-63 “Compared to the existing I-81 viaduct, the 
wider signature bridge structure would 
have more encroachment on Wilson Park 
and would be closer to Forman Park.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge Alternative orientation may not 
affect Wilson Park. With the elimination of the 
ramps connecting I-81 to I-690, it is unlikely that the 
Grid Plus Bridge would impact Forman Park 

27. M-5-63 “The signature bridge’s greater width and 
height would substantially change the 
visual character of the area for multiple 
user groups. Its towers would be among 
the tallest structures in Syracuse and 
would be visible from many parts of the 
city. The bridge itself would also be taller 
than many adjacent structures and would 
be even more of a prominent feature of 
the skyline than the I-81 and I-690 viaducts 
are today.” 

The purpose of an “iconic” structure is to change the 
visual character of the City. In fact, the Grid Plus 
Bridge, with an LED park, would create a landmark 
with prominence for the neighborhood but also with 
prominence as a landmark putting Syracuse on a 
national map of tourist destinations. The features 
cited by DOT are the characteristics that would give 
Syracuse notoriety for something other than its 
snowfall. 
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28. M-5-63 “Since the signature bridge would be in an 
urban setting, and its design would include 
features to manage storm water flows, it 
would not result in effects to natural 
resources that would differ from those 
predicted for the Viaduct and Community 
Grid Alternatives.” 

The Grid Plus Bridge would avoid the negative 
environmental impacts associated with the 
Community Grid’s designation of I-481 as I-81 with 
its violation of principles of Smart Growth and NYS 
environmental laws. The Grid Plus Bridge plan would 
avoid the negative environmental impacts inherent 
in the Community Grid Alternative. 

 
 
 

3. Conclusion: A fair evaluation of the Grid Plus Bridge Plan is required.  
 
The FDR/FEIS recognized the importance of the many public comments calling for an iconic bridge, 
including a bridge that would be dedicated to Harriet Tubman. As cited above, “In consideration of the 
comments received, the agencies conducted a conceptual evaluation of a potential signature bridge.” 
While the DOT effort is meritorious, the results are problematic for two reasons. First, unfortunately, 
the “potential signature bridge” the agencies evaluated was not the iconic bridge alternative that was 
being proposed. Secondly, the “preferred alternative” Community Grid is not preferred by a majority of 
citizens, including an overwhelming majority of residents living adjacent to the current viaduct.   
 
The community deserves a fair evaluation of the Grid Plus Bridge alternative. An evaluation of the Grid 
Plus Bridge should be conducted with community input to determine Construction Costs, 
Constructability, and Maintenance and Other Environmental Impacts. This evaluation should correct the 
deficiencies noted above in the FDR/FEIS. That evaluation should be completed before a Record of 
Decision is issued. Without that step, the community has no assurance that the mistakes of the past are 
not being repeated in the future. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 

 
Minchin G. Lewis 
205 Rigi Avenue 
Syracuse, NY  13206 
Cell:   315-243-2530 
Email:  Mglewis@syr.edu 
 
 
 



I 81......

Doris Liehs <doris.liehs@gmail.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 1:13 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Pray that YOU will not be caught in the "Downtown Grid" in an emergency ......like going to one of the
Hospitals!   This Plan
of yours is going to cause SO much traffic problems downtown.......I will use every excuse to NOT spend
my money
downtown.

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...

1 of 1 5/14/2022, 7:15 AM



81 project through Syracuse

Linda <tooch49@hotmail.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 12:48 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Please keep 81 through the city as is.  It is a major thruway through our city that provides for a truck route
from Canada to our southern states.  As for local traffic, especially those in the western suburbs, it
eliminates the problem of having to go all the way east to come back toward the city to pick up 81S.  Who’s
doing all the complaining anyway?  Who the heck wants to go through the city on the ground through
lights and stop signs?  Stupidest idea I have ever heard!!!!  We definitely need new leaders in our city and
state for that matter!!!!!
Sent from my iPhone

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...

1 of 1 5/16/2022, 9:35 AM
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

klinkinh=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<klinkinh=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Kim Linkinhoker <klinkinh@gmail.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 6:06 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Kim Linkinhoker
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

klinkinh=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<klinkinh=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Steven Linkinhoker <klinkinh@gmail.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 6:07 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Steven Linkinhoker



Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

kllittlef=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io <kllittlef=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Kate Littlefield <kllittlef@gmail.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 9:55 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Kate Littlefield
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Say NO to the Grid!

lordchico001@aim.com <lordchico001@aol.com>
Fri 4/15/2022 11:47 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I am against the proposed changes to route 81. Why don’t you consider an exit for south
Geddes street and having it connect to route 690 west?  Was there a consideration of the
crime problem at the Adams street exit. I foresee car jacking and robberies as a result of
the community grid. College professors, government bureaucrats, and people who don’t
live in the area, should not make decisions for the people who use route 81. Bring it up for
a vote in the November elections. 

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.apple.com%2Fus%2Fapp%2Faol-news-email-weather-video%2Fid646100661&data=04%7C01%7Cdot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities%40dot.ny.gov%7C8cdb031374894edb958308da1ef742ea%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637856344590236441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=iEGk3Yfs1ztFI70cXfbfqJ%2B1xUULN0CArxRhokzGWDA%3D&reserved=0


I-81 Thoughts and feedback

M.C. Kosty Lowe <mckosty@yahoo.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 3:54 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>;Frechette, Mark (DOT)
<Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>;rick.marquis@dot.gov <rick.marquis@dot.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Mary Lowe

120 Meadow Road

Syracuse, NY 13219

May 16, 2022

RE: I-81

Dear Mr. Mark Frechette, Mr. Rick Marquis, and all who are involved with this project,

First, I would like to say that more time should be given for the community to
thoroughly read the FEIS because thirty (30) days is NOT enough time!

Personally, I do not believe the information in reports such as the FEIS are fair and
balanced. Whenever people want to promote an idea of choice, they strive to find
information to support their idea and downplay any other options. The
“environmental impact” of the I-81 project as presented (and, NO, I have not read all
of it) could be manipulated to support the dreaded Community Grid. But I really do
not think the “environmental impact” is the important factor. Functionality and the
survival and growth of all the communities making up Syracuse and its suburbs is of
greatest importance.

Here are my thoughts.

Think of the human body—what makes it strong is the skeletal system, with the spine
being the main supporting element off which everything else is built, the arms, and
legs, for instance. If the spine is straight (normal), the entire body functions properly
and is strong all over. When the spine has scoliosis (a curvature to one side), the
body is not in balance, which can have crippling results.

Think of Syracuse as the body, specifically the torso, and I-81 the spine. Since it was
first built, its purpose was to strengthen the city (the torso) with a straight, strong,
direct path off which the suburbs were built. (Think of I-690 as the arms.) Now in
disrepair, we all agree our I-81 needs help.

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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When a spine degenerates, it can be strengthened through disc repacement surgery.
The spine remains strong, straight, and supportive. Severe scoliosis can be corrected
with braces or surgery when detected early. The key is to have a straight, strong,
supportive spine.

Now consider I-81—it needs surgery because it is degenerating. The best method
would be a beautiful suspension bridge that would maintain the suportive, direct,
straight path that has allowed all areas of Syracuse and the suburbs to develop. To
go the route of the community grid only, utilizing I-481 as the new high speed I-81, is
purposely giving scoliosis to the torso, Syracuse. Like scoliosis weakens the body and
has crippling effects, so too will this shift of I-81 if moved to I-481. The west side of
the city and its suburbs will be weakened—and we already have the struggling
Destiny Mall fighting back, especially after covid! Do not cripple our city!

Sure, there will still be the boulevard through the city that will somehow link to I-81
is some weird “business loop,” but that is not effective or efficient. There have been
so many arguments and points made about spreading vehicle pollution through
neighborhoods, previously unaffected, should the grid only occur. The traffic circle,
even with changes, will be a nightmare. And then the noise barriers that will wall off
neighborhoods are not necessarily a good thing. The Valley will experience more
pollution from an increased number of vehicles when people decide to take Seneca
Turnpike from the western suburbs to get to I-81 South. Shifting North-South traffic
to the “Syracuse Bypass” I-481 will cause travelers to not even consider stopping in
Syracuse and the suburbs to enjoy all there is to offer: Out of sight, out of mind! I
could go on and on, with reasons not to have a Grid only option, but so many have
already shared the arguments.

Let me get back to the “strong spine” idea and the suspension bridge. There is
nothing wrong with a bridge over land. Some may say it would be ugly, but why do
we have to suffer with the rebuild of the Syracuse University Dome—it looks
unfinished with all the permanent “scaffolding” around it! If built higher than the
current I-81, the lack of supports spread through the entire length will free up the
space beneath and a boulevard and community friendly areas can be incorporated.
The best of both worlds. 

Please reconsider the plans. Do not make money the issue either—if done the best
way for ALL affected, should not have a price tag. Yes, things have to be addressed
that will improve the south side neighborhoods that were negatively affected with the
original I-81 build and seemingly forgotten for so long.

Build a glorious suspension bridge and name it after Libba Cotten, who made
Syracuse her home and graced the world with her music. A bridge to bring harmony
to our communities and make our beloved Syracuse stronger. Do not divert traffic and
weaken other areas as a result. We need balance, we need a straight path, we need
support—we need a high speed I-81 through the city in the form of a suspension
bridge. THINK OF THE TORSO (Syracuse) and I-81 as the SPINE! 

Thank you.

Mary Lowe
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Sound mitigation

Brian Lynch <blynch0314@yahoo.com>
Mon 4/25/2022 1:07 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I reside at 225 Ambergate Rd. 

It would greatly benefit the neighborhood,
especially those on Ambergate, to suggest new
sound mitigation along the highway as they start
construction. As things stand now, I don’t believe
there is any plan for sound mitigation and that
needs to be addressed. Law enforcement issues
aside, we can constantly hear the drag racing that
goes on at night and the engine brakes of trucks
getting off the highway.  

Please review the decision to implement changes to I 481 without providing any noise
mitigation for our neighborhood. 

Thank You
Brian Lynch
225 Ambergate Rd
Dewitt New York
13214 
Sent from my iPhone



Input Submittal for Saving 81 "as-is" as Viaduct

Lynne, Howard <howard.lynne@lmco.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 9:52 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

Letters Supporting Saving 81 .docx;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

A ached are respec ully submi ed in support of saving 81 “as-is” and avoiding a final fatal mistake for Syracuse
and the surrounding  areas.

Respec ully submi ed

Howard Lynne
Jamesville, NY
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

klmachell=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<klmachell=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Karen Machell <klmachell@gmail.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 4:09 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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Sincerely,  

Karen Machell



THE ASSEMBLY 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

CHAIR 
Committee on Transportation 

COMMITTEES 
Economic Development, Job Creation, 

Commerce and Industry 
Education 

WILLIAM B. MAGNARELLI 
Assemblyman 129"' District 

May 9, 2022 

Mr. Rick Marquis 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
Leo W. O'Brien Federal Building 
1 lA Clinton Avenue, Suite 719 
Albany, NY 12207 

Dear Mr. Marquis and Mr. Frechette, 

Mr. Mark Frechette, P.E. 
Project Director 

Rules 
Oversight, Analysis and Investigation 

Steering 

New York State Department of Transportation 
333 E Washington St 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

I am writing to request that additional time be granted for the public to review the recently released 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) in regard to the 1-81 Project. 

The FEIS was released to the public on April 15, 2022. It is critical that the public be given 
sufficient time to review the tens of thousands of pages included in this sizable document. I 
respectfully request that the residents of Central New York are given at least an additional ninety 
(90) days to analyze these materials. The thirty (30) day review period that has been granted cannot
be considered sufficient given the quantity of information involved.

To examine the extensive amount of data and analyses offered in the FEIS requires a careful 
review. This is not something that should be rushed, given the effects that the 1-81 Project will 
have throughout Central New York during the next decade as the construction phase commences. 
It is important that the public have a comprehensive understanding of the scope and magnitude of 
this project. 

Again, I respectfully request that the FEIS review period be extended an additional ninety days. I 
continue to hear from constituents who have questions and concerns about the 1-81 Project. It is 
very clear to me that the public needs more time to review these materials. 

Respectfully, 

William B. Magn Ii 
Member, NYS Assembly 
129th District 
WBM/dep 

DISTRICT OFFICE: State Office Building, 333 East Washington Street, Room 840, Syracuse, New York 13
5

2�!;t�ti-8s���5;:��t5-428·1279 

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 830, Legislative Office Building, Albany, New York 12248 • 518-45 - • · 
magnarw@nyassembly.gov 
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

linjoymalik=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io <linjoymalik=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Linda Malik <linjoymalik@gmail.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 9:45 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Linda Malik

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 8:40:53 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Jeff Martin <jmartin9503@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 15, 2022 11:49 AM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown 
senders or unexpected emails.

I feel eliminating the elevated section thro Syracuse would have a great detrimental financial impact on businesses 
both downtown and just North if the city in Salina Taking the highway down to street level will cause traffic jams 
and put the residents of the area in more danger of car/pedestrian accidents It will significantly hinder emergency 
response to the area as well as to the hospitals in the downtown corridor pollution along grade level streets will be 
horrible I believe the existing raised highway should be replaced within the same footprint

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov


Tearing down I 81

Karen Martino <karenm5273@gmail.com>
Thu 5/12/2022 2:23 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Please do not make I 81 a community grid and remove the highway.  THe negative consequences of this
decision far outway any positive benefits.  Removing the highway will make it harder to access hospitals. 
It will cause difficulties getting through the city of syracuse.  And it will put more vehicles on I 690 which
can not handle the extra vehicles.  Please listen to the people as numerous people have expressed their
disapproval of this project.  
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

jmmarusa2=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io <jmmarusa2=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Joseph Marusa <jmmarusa2@gmail.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 4:33 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Joseph Marusa

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Friday, May 13, 2022 2:39:08 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Jerry Mccarthy <jrymcc@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2022 12:44 PM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown 
senders or unexpected emails.

Keep it as it is!

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov


Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

pmccar1100=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io <pmccar1100=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Peter McCarthy <pmccar1100@gmail.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 4:09 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Peter McCarthy
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

pmccar1100=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<pmccar1100=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Peter McCarthy <pmccar1100@gmail.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 3:09 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Peter McCarthy



1

Laurie Iauco

From: Astrid Megens-Sedor <Astrid.Megens-Sedor@du.edu>
Sent: Sunday, May 8, 2022 10:56 PM
To: I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov
Subject: Interstate-81 Viaduct EIS Comment

To Whom it may concern,  
 
Thank you for allowing the opportunity to comment on the I‐81 Viaduct Project Environmental Impact Statement. The reconstruction of this region 
will provide the community and travelers with a variety of benefits. 
 
Upon further reading, I took a particular interest in Appendix I‐2: Wetland Delineation and Surface Water Assessment Memorandum as it discusses 
the Onondaga Creek wetland area that makes up less than .03 acres and is primarily dominated by common reeds. This area of wetland falls along 
the banks of the Creek where the Bear Street Bridge passes over the waterbody. The first and second phases of this project include the 
reconstruction and widening of the Bear Street Bridge.  
 
Wetlands are a crucial component to the health of aquaculture, including the lake sturgeon, which is considered a threatened species in New York 
State. The EIS identifies the presence of lake sturgeon in the surface waters of Onondaga Creek and other tributaries.   The EIS seems to brush over 
the significance of wetland ecosystems as the majority of the project will take place in areas “heavily urbanized and dominated by buildings, 
transportation infrastructure, and other impervious surfaces”.  
The EIS identifies regions within the project area as lake sturgeon habitats, however, the scope of the research does not go beyond the impact of 
chloride and runoff on the species’ habitat and behavior.  
While the project area does contain few regions for wildlife to thrive, further study of the wetlands surrounding the bear street bridge is 
paramount to the survival of the lake sturgeon in Onondaga Lake and its tributaries. Lake sturgeon migrate to smaller streams and bodies of water 
during the spawning season. The wetland ecosystems throughout the Onondaga Creek region provide habitat for a variety of macroinvertebrates, 
including mayflies, upon which lake sturgeon feed.  
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The existing study presented in the EIS regarding lake sturgeon focuses on the impact of salinity levels that the construction of new runoff drains 
will have on the Onondaga Creek. While the increase in salinity levels is not shown to impact the lake sturgeon habitat, it will disrupt the mayfly 
populations which are considered to be sensitive organisms.  
The EIS fails to adequately address the impact that the increase in salinity levels will have on mayfly populations along the Onondaga Creek, 
particularly near the Bear Street Bridge. The lack of research that salinity levels could have on mayflies could negatively impact the threatened lake 
sturgeon population.  
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

mmilani1311=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<mmilani1311=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Michelle Milani <mmilani1311@gmail.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 1:05 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Michelle Milani
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

johanna.miller=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<johanna.miller=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Johanna miller <johanna.miller@gmail.com>
Thu 5/12/2022 9:56 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Johanna miller



From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:24:15 AM

comment

-----Original Message-----
From: Julia Miller <mailfourgardens@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:12 AM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Please give more time for reviewing DEIS of I-81 proposal. I believe that a 90 day extension is essential so that
public can review additional information added, given there are 35,000 pages to review. I am a resident of NYS and
my family lives in Onondaga County. We need time to understand how, what, where and when.
Thank you,
Julia Miller
Proprietor, Four Gardens
646-961-8826

Sent from mobile

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov


Resident of Richmond County and Onondaga re extension time for public commentary on
I81

Julia Miller <mailfourgardens@gmail.com>
Thu 5/12/2022 1:12 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

My name is Julia Miller. I reside in Richmond County and was raised in Mottville, NY, county Onondaga.
Please open the public comment time for 90 more days so that the public and myself can fully understand
the design, proposal, studies and such on the I-81 corridor.

Sincerely,
Julia Miller
304 Bryson Ave. SI, NY 10314 AND
4186 Railroad Street
Mottville, NY 13119
646-961-8826

Sent from mobile

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: FEIS / Call for NEW DATA for a sound DECISION
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 5:01:07 PM
Attachments: FEIS 1R.docx

From: Laura Miller <lmiller@darcomfg.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2022 4:58 PM
To: rick.marquis@dot.gov; Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: FEIS / Call for NEW DATA for a sound DECISION

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Hello,
Please see the attached letter regarding I-81.
Best,
Laura Miller

Laura Miller
General Manager
lmiller@darcomfg.com
315-432-8905 – Office
315-491-8189 – Cell
315-432-9241 – fax

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov
mailto:lmiller@darcomfg.com





May 15, 2022



Mark Frechette, P.E. 

Project Director 

New York State Department of Transportation

Region 3 

333 East Washington Street 

Syracuse, NY 13202 

mefrechette@dot.state.ny.us



Rick Marquis  

Division Administrator 

Federal Highway Administration 

Leo W. O’Brien Federal Building 

11A Clinton Avenue, Suite 719 

Albany, NY 12207 

rick.marquis@dot.gov

RE:	FEIS Comments

Dear Mark & Rick:



The public has not been provided with plans that take into account demographic and employment changes since 2013 when the last traffic projections were made.   In 2013, Syracuse was still in recession.  The landscape has changed and we need new Data to make a sound Decision.



The traffic projections based on the 2013 sampling were anemic then; now they are reckless.   We have added population, thanks, in part to Covid-19.  We have organic growth in almost all employment sectors.  We have turbo charged growth in in manufacturing, transportation and warehousing—all intertwined with multiple vehicle trips per day.   We have economic development projects about to go on line and we have proposed projects including a new Syracuse Aquarium, a soccer/lacrosse complex, and expansion at Syracuse Hancock Airport. 



To fail to test an existing idea with new data is irresponsible, at best.



Sincerely,



Laura Miller

G.M.  

Darco Manufacturing, Inc.



Cc:	Senator Gillibrand

	Senator Schumer

	Congressman Katko

	Governor Hochul

	Assemblyman Bill Magnarelli

	Assemblyman Barclay

	County Executive McMahon

	Mr. Charles Small

	Commissioner Dominguez

	Secretary Buttigieg



 

 

May 15, 2022 

 

Mark Frechette, P.E.  
Project Director  
New York State Department of Transportation 
Region 3  
333 East Washington Street  
Syracuse, NY 13202  
mefrechette@dot.state.ny.us 
 
Rick Marquis   
Division Administrator  
Federal Highway Administration  
Leo W. O’Brien Federal Building  
11A Clinton Avenue, Suite 719  
Albany, NY 12207  
rick.marquis@dot.gov 

RE: FEIS Comments 

Dear Mark & Rick: 

 
The public has not been provided with plans that take into account demographic and employment 
changes since 2013 when the last traffic projections were made.   In 2013, Syracuse was still in 
recession.  The landscape has changed and we need new Data to make a sound Decision. 
 
The traffic projections based on the 2013 sampling were anemic then; now they are reckless.   We have 
added population, thanks, in part to Covid-19.  We have organic growth in almost all employment 
sectors.  We have turbo charged growth in in manufacturing, transportation and warehousing—all 
intertwined with multiple vehicle trips per day.   We have economic development projects about to go 
on line and we have proposed projects including a new Syracuse Aquarium, a soccer/lacrosse complex, 
and expansion at Syracuse Hancock Airport.  
 
To fail to test an existing idea with new data is irresponsible, at best. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Laura Miller 

G.M.   

Darco Manufacturing, Inc. 

 

mailto:mefrechette@dot.state.ny.us
mailto:rick.marquis@dot.gov


Cc: Senator Gillibrand 
 Senator Schumer 
 Congressman Katko 
 Governor Hochul 
 Assemblyman Bill Magnarelli 
 Assemblyman Barclay 
 County Executive McMahon 
 Mr. Charles Small 
 Commissioner Dominguez 
 Secretary Buttigieg 



From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:24:33 AM

              comment
 

From: Patricia Minor <patminor46@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 8:01 AM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!
 

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

 

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov


Ambergate Rd/Genesee St/481 interchange schedule

David Mitchell <fermit@twcny.rr.com>
Thu 4/28/2022 9:13 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

2 attachments (2 MB)
dshire1.jpg; 2017-05-20 12.01.18.jpg;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Sirs,

I live on Ambergate Rd, and for the past 10 years my neighborhood has worked to beautify the plot at the end of our street by creating
gardens of native perennials (attached photo).  More recently I added a bird  house formed to look like an Erie Canal tugboat to one of
the garden plots (second photo).  My understanding is that the new entrance ramp from Genesee St. eastbound onto Rte 481
southbound will require excavation of the garden area, along with removal or setback of the decorative limestone pillars at the end of
Ambergate Rd.  I would appreciate any information regarding the scheduling of work in this area, so that the plants and birdhouse can
be moved to other locations.

Many thanks,

David R. Mitchell

mail: 229 Ambergate Rd, DeWitt, NY 13214

email: fermit@twcny.rr.com

voice/text: 315-395-4940

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov/AAMkADljNW...
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I-81 Project -- DEIS/FEIS comments

Carlo Moneti <cmoneti@twcny.rr.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 12:15 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

Cc: 'ExecSecretariat.FHWA@dot.gov' <ExecSecretariat.FHWA@dot.gov>;Mayor@ci.syracuse.ny.us <mayor@ci.syracuse.ny.us>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear NYSDOT:

I'm happy that community leaders and NYSDOT have reached consensus in choosing the Community
Grid alternative over the Highway Rebuild alternative. The remaining issue is the shortcomings of the
current DEIS plan that are being overlooked. As the plan has not substantively changed since the last
DEIS, I would like to reiterate my criticism of the plan.

First, a reminder. The I-81 project, as per law, provided for the community to offer an alternative plan to a
highway rebuild. Our community plan was to replace the highway with a "street-grid" solution. At some
point, NYSDOT found the viaduct removal option viable, and presented a street-grid plan they named,
the "Community Grid" alternative. It was "a" plan, but not "our" plan. In fact, at its core, the "Community
Grid" plan is more a highway alternative with a viaduct removal option than a genuine "street-grid"
alternative. Consider the following, stated in brief:

1. Southern "BL 81" remains a freeway all the way to downtown's edge; most of the berm it lays on
remains. This isolates the road and precludes meaningful future development along it. It also continues
to block the original main entrance to Oakwood Cemetery.

2. Northern "BL 81" within the city remains a freeway all the way to downtown; astonishingly, NYSDOT
plans to add lanes! This leaves behind enormous development opportunities to revitalize the Northside
and tie it in to the Inner Harbor. More below.

3. By maintaining the northern and southern freeways to downtown, traffic will continue to flow much as
it does today: in a concentrated way all the way to downtown where just a few streets and intersections
will bear the brunt of the traffic.

4. I am very much for a Canal Park/District. But the current concept is completely undermined by making
the streets that traverse the park---Oswego Blvd and Pearl St---the on/off ramps of northern BL 81, not
exactly a park-like setting. Also, the current concept is too small to be useful, much less attract
development. The concept is but a token; it should encompass a much larger area and development
plan.

5. Oswego Blvd and Pearl St face either a tiny street or no street across Erie Blvd, no direct traversal. This
means traffic must turn onto Erie Blvd to hunt for a viable street, which means traversing two
intersections to cross Erie Blvd. Erie Blvd will get very congested. All of which further undermines a viable
Canal Park/District.

Alternative, in brief (See full plan below for details and rationales):

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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1. Southern BL 81:  Increase grid connectivity; remove the berm and lower the road to grade; convert
existing highway exits to at-grade roundabouts, and add them at Colvin St and Brighton Ave.

2. Northern BL 81 (within the city):  Remove the expressway and eliminate the exit and its flying ramps
between BL 81 and I-690, and so eliminate all of the spaghetti junction; move I-690 exit to a reconnected
north and south Clinton St in the form of a compact urban street to highway junction (half junction,
easterly); enhance the street-grid in the area to disperse the traffic, i.e., a true street-grid solution; convert
the I-81 path into "Oswego Canal Way", a new mixed-use public transit oriented way, which will create
enormous development opportunities along its path and throughout the Inner Harbor district and
Destiny Mall, and will make possible a successful Canal Park/District.

3. Erie Blvd (within the city):  Redevelop into "Erie Canal Way", a mixed-use public transit oriented way to
connect with and further enhance "Oswego Way" and "Canal District"; rebuild a compact I-690 junction
at Almond St, and build only a half junction (easterly traffic) at the proposed Irving Ave / Crouse Ave
location. The two "canal ways" create a new prime residential and retail hotspot, and a tourist draw by
making it (naturally) the path of the State Canalway Trail.

4. Almond St:  As others have said, it need not consume the whole right-of-way. A parkway-like street is
very nice, but there are no park-like features along Almond St to tie into. A somewhat narrowed right of
way that provides space on the west side for a new row of buildings seems more appropriate. On the
other hand, West St, which has the Creek walk and park space to tie into might be the better street to
make parkway-like, and would create an additional area of development stimulus.

The above elements create the structural foundation for a true street-grid solution and decades of future
cultural and economic development and prosperity for Syracuse. Without such foundation, Syracuse's
mediocre future will be cemented. Now is the only opportunity to make such structural changes. I hope
the Urban Design firm recently hired by the mayor for the I-81 Project has the mandate to consider
project alternatives broadly, with vision, rather than narrowly, only to tweak minor elements of the
current NYSDOT "Community Grid" plan.

God bless NYSDOT. But their mandate is transportation, not comprehensive urban planning. That's the
community's job. It's up to us to tell them and show them what we want for our city. Let's not leave so
much on the table. In a nutshell: For a true street-grid solution---and a brighter future for Syracuse---
remove the I-81 expressway within Syracuse and replace it with new and upgraded city streets and
intersections. For the full citywide street-grid plan details please see:
https://www.arsteca.net/i81
https://www.arsteca.net/i81/i81_DEIS_comments_moneti.pdf
https://www.arsteca.net/i81/slides/1_streetgrid_compare.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVbkOTXnIPM

Carlo Moneti
707 Sumner Ave
Syracuse, NY 13210
315 475-0398
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Interstate 81

Linda Morelli <morellibunch@aol.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 4:49 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

Cc: Lauren Morelli <morellibunch@aol.com>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Let’s put the needs of everyone first. The proposed Community Grid and the elimination of 81 through
Syracuse does not  benefit the Syracuse Community.  Pete Buttigieg , Transportation Secretary and
Governor Kathy Hochul are big supporters for the Community Grid through Syracuse with the elimination
of the 81 route through downtown.  To the best of my knowledge neither one travels through Syracuse on
a daily basis. The best solution for the Syracuse community is a combination of a community grid and a
continuation of  the north  / south 81 route. Preserving the 81 connection through  Syracuse is important
for Downtown and the neighboring communities. It provides a direct route from South of Syracuse  to
Liverpool / Salina.  The 481 exits at DeWitt / Fayetteville   are currently very congested . I live in DeWitt
close to the 481 interstate.  The vehicle noise makes it difficult now to sit in the backyard and have a
conversation. Increased traffic on 481 will make it even more difficult. The reasons for maintaining route 81
through Syracuse are numerous: quick access for emergency vehicles, reduced travel times, interstate 481 is
land locked at the exits so there is no ability to expand the lanes. Rerouting  traffic onto  481 will increase
noise and air pollution. Forcing commuters to drive around Syracuse will waste time and money. Removal
of Route 81 will not automatically improve  the lives of those individuals living in Dablon  Court near Adams
Street. The situation will require more than just a boulevard and new housing. It  will also require education,
available jobs and a reduction in crime in that area.

Linda J. Morelli
312 Westminster Road
DeWitt, NY

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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From: +1 315-436-2949
To: I81Project
Subject: Voice Mail (33 seconds)
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 8:29:12 PM
Attachments: audio.mp3

Hi, this is Teresa Mortis at 216 Sandra, Dr North Syracuse, NY. My phone is 315-436-2949. I believe that
81 through Syracuse should be maintained and a bridge considered. It could be a very decorative
bridge that would become a tourist attraction and I think this is the best solution. Thank you very much
for letting me leave my comment.

You received a voice mail from +13154362949.

Thank you for using Transcription! If you don't see a transcript above, it's because the audio quality was not
clear enough to transcribe.

Set Up Voice Mail

mailto:+13154362949
mailto:i81project@CSCOS.COM
tel:+13154362949
https://aka.ms/vmsettings



I-81 Grid Option

ramofcny@aol.com <ramofcny@aol.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 8:42 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

The grid option is a disaster for this city, especially during winter months with heavy snow storms.
Put yourself in a heavy haul rig having to navigate all the additional traffic, its crazy with this plan!

Ron Mullen
315-635-7400

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

nprice=twcny.rr.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<nprice=twcny.rr.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Nelson Price <nprice@twcny.rr.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 9:40 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Nelson Price
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ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click
on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
equitable outcomes for the entire region.

KN
neville.kevin=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io     

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities





Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

lneville10=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io <lneville10=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
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Mon 5/16/2022 4:25 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Lisa Neville
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Need a tunnel

richienick <truenicholas@gmail.com>
Thu 5/12/2022 5:23 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

If someone even attempted to consider a tunnel and really investigated advantages and disadvantages the
tunnel would have been the simple solution to satisfy everyones complaints…You all let the greed cloud
your brains.

Richard Nicholas

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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Laurie Iauco

From: ninemilerocks@aol.com
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 8:45 PM
To: i81opportunities@dot.ny.gov
Subject: DO NOT GET RID OF TOUTE 81!

The viaduct plan does not address real concerns, and the proposed Community Grid alone will damage our region for years to come 
due to: 

 increased congestion on city and neighborhood streets that were never meant to handle such heavy traffic (43,000 vehicles 
dumped DAILY onto south side streets) 

 added drive times to key locations, guaranteeing that Syracuse will no longer be the "20-minute city" we all love; 
 and the addition of more than a dozen traffic lights, further slowing down our city with all the extra bottlenecks. 
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on behalf of
Leslie Noble <nobleladeda@gmail.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 6:20 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Leslie Noble



81

MARCIA NOLAN <actornolan@aol.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 2:06 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Back in the 50s there was a neighborhood to save, but that neighborhood is long gone. I cannot imagine a
slow paced friendly area between the hospitals and the downtown hotels, museums and stores:  between
SU and the myriad event parking  lots. There is plenty of traffic there now with out dumping thru traffic into
the mix. Nor is 690 really prepared to take all the 81 traffic!  Just fix the bridge we have.
Sent from my iPhone

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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