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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

alemneshanderson=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<alemneshanderson=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Alemnesh Darius <alemneshanderson@gmail.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 12:35 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Alemnesh Darius
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Say NO to the Grid!

Dale Gallagher <dalgal202@yahoo.com>
Sat 4/16/2022 9:13 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click
on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails. 

This is the worst thing that could happen to this city! How are you possibly going to get to
a hospital or a SU event?? I live in the Valley and work In Liverpool— my commute will be
twice as long. Leave 81 the way it is!! 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Say NO to the Grid!

Dale Gallagher <dalgal202@yahoo.com>
Sat 4/16/2022 7:54 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click
on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails. 

I don’t think my side has been heard.  Leave 81 alone!! 

Sent from my iPhonei 



From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: Masked?
Date: Monday, April 18, 2022 8:56:08 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Marquis, Rick (FHWA) <Rick.Marquis@dot.gov>
Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2022 9:15 AM
To: (jared.a.gross@dot.gov) <jared.a.gross@dot.gov>
Subject: FW: Masked?

________________________________________
From: Dale Gallagher <dalgal202@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2022 9:15:04 AM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada)
To: Marquis, Rick (FHWA)
Subject: Masked?

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not click on links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Have you ever been to Syracuse?? Leave 81 alone a hole!!

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov


From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 8:47:26 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Dale Gallagher <dalgal202@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 5:48 AM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown 
senders or unexpected emails.

Please allow more time to read the documents.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov


From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: Onondaga County Legislature I-81 FEIS Request For Comment Period Extension With EPA Concerns
Date: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 8:37:05 AM
Attachments: Onondaga County Legislature FEIS Request For Comment Extension.pdf

I-81 DEIS - R2 EPA Comments (006).pdf

This is the same letter that we received from the Onondaga county legislature. This includes the EPA
comments submitted last fall which were addressed in the FEIS.
 

From: garland17916@gmail.com <garland17916@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 8:22 AM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>; rick.marquis@dot.gov
Cc: ryan_kambich@gillibrand.senate.gov; Joe_Nehme@schumer.senate.gov;
john.katkoNY24@mail.house.gov; Mannerberg, Lauren (CHAMBER)
<Lauren.Mannerberg@exec.ny.gov>; magnarw@nyassembly.gov; BarclaW@nyassembly.gov;
ryanmcmahon@ongov.net; charles.small@dot.gov; Dominguez, MarieTherese (DOT)
<MarieTherese.Dominguez@dot.ny.gov>; secretarybuttigieg@dot.gov
Subject: Onondaga County Legislature I-81 FEIS Request For Comment Period Extension With EPA
Concerns
 

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

 
Please see attached request for I-81 FEIS request for comment period extension as was given for the
DEIS comment period.
Considering the scope of this project and the fact that we live in, and represent the affected
communities and the impact it will have on generations to come, it is understandable the we would
request this extension.
 
 
Charles E. Garland

Onondaga County 16th District Legislator
143 Martin Luther King West
Syracuse, NY 13205
Phone: 315-475-0285
Fax: 315-475-0655
Email: garland.bros@verizon.net
Charlesgarland@Ongov.net
 
 

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov
mailto:garland.bros@verizon.net
mailto:Charlesgarland@Ongov.net





















UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 2 

290 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK, NY 10007-1866 

 

US Environmental Protection Agency • http://www.epa.gov • [1] 
 

 
October 14, 2021 
 
Rick Marquis 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
Leo W. O’Brien Federal Building 
11A Clinton Avenue, Suite 719, Albany, NY 12207 
 
RE: PIN 3501.60 – Draft Design Report/Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Interstate 81 Viaduct Project     
City of Syracuse, Onondaga County  

 
Dear Mr. Marquis, 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the Draft Design Report 
(DDR)/Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared by the New York State 
Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) in cooperation with the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA). Our review was conducted in accordance with our responsibilities under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 
regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500-1508), and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act. 
 
The purpose of the Interstate 81 Viaduct Project in Syracuse, NY (the Project) is to address 
structural deficiencies and non-standard highway features while creating an improved 
transportation corridor through the City of Syracuse. The DDR/DEIS is written to address 
potential environmental impacts from the proposed Project and evaluates the Viaduct Alternative 
and the Community Grid Alternative (the Preferred Alternative) in addition to the No Build 
Alternative. EPA has reviewed the DDR/DEIS, focusing on the Preferred Alternative, its potential 
impacts and proposed mitigation methods. We acknowledge that the modifications proposed as 
part of the Community Grid Alternative would alleviate traffic congestion, safety issues and 
rectify aging infrastructure, as well as enhance connectivity and distribute traffic into the 
downtown area.  
 
Based on our review of the DDR/DEIS and participation in agency and public meetings, we 
submit the following comments intended to be consistent with EPA’s ongoing work and 
commitment to support local communities and reduce environmental impacts. We appreciate the 
opportunity to provide comments on the DDR/DEIS and we look forward to the receipt and 
review of the Final EIS. Should you have any questions, please contact Arielle Benjamin, the 
project review lead, at (212) 637-3650 or benjamin.arielle@epa.gov. 
 
Sincerely,    
 
 
 
Mark Austin, Team Lead 
Environmental Review Team 

mailto:benjamin.arielle@epa.gov
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EPA Detailed Comments on I-81 Viaduct DDR/DEIS 
 

General Comments 

• EPA recommends that a summarized impacts/mitigation chart be included in the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) Executive Summary to clarify potential impacts 
to public due to robustness of the DEIS. 
 

• We concur with the purpose and need as outlined in the DEIS with respect to NEPA 
guidelines as well as the analysis for choosing the preferred alternative, given historical 
context of mid-century US highway construction and its disproportionate impact on 
communities of color and communities plagued by poverty. 

 

• We appreciate the use of the plethora of visual aids throughout the DEIS, particularly maps 
and renderings of current conditions and proposed conditions to help the public envision 
the future of I-81. 
 

• We recommend that more visual aids are used to explain the impacts on surrounding 
communities in the study area (i.e. comparison charts, quantitative studies, public 
comments received during hearings, etc.) 

 

Construction Means & Methods 

• EPA acknowledges mitigation efforts intended to minimize the potential adverse effects of 
construction activities on the community including development and implementation of a 
traffic management plan, dust control plan, air quality monitoring program and noise and 
vibration abatement and monitoring program. 
  

• In developing mitigation strategies, EPA recommends that FHWA make concerted efforts 
to reduce impacts to schools and hospitals located adjacent and in proximity to the 
construction areas. For example, time of day considerations may limit the impact of 
construction on nearby schools and day care facilities. Other recommendations are listed 

below. 
 

• During a public meeting it was referenced that Wilson Park would be used as a staging 
area during construction. We recommend that the park also be included as a location which 
will not be used as a staging location for equipment, and where additional measures will 
also be taken to ensure that recreational users of the park are not affected by construction 
(debris, noise, etc.). 

 
• We appreciate that NYSDOT plans to implement measures during construction to 

minimize vibration between MLK Jr. East and Harrison Street given this vibration can be 
detrimental to residents. 

 
• We recommend limiting construction during school hours near the school, as this could be 

distracting for and harmful to students. Design workflow to ensure that any especially loud 
construction near schools occurs in the hours outside of school day. Use best practices for 
noise barriers that were explored in the analysis including: temporary noise barriers, noise 
insulation of buildings, and buffer zones.  
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Transportation and Engineering Considerations 

• EPA commends the thorough traffic analysis conducted using best available data and 
resources.  
  

• In the traffic analysis, there is a note that projections were reduced by 20% to account for 
increased telecommuting and public outreach/transportation management planning. Please 
provide additional information on how these percentages were determined. Additionally, 
subsequent sections involving the parking analyses applied a 25% reduction due to 
telecommuting. Please account for this discrepancy and provide justification for why the 
same reductions were not applied. 

 

• The FEIS should explicitly state whether traffic has moved closer to nearby schools and 
homes and indicate where concentrations of mobile source air toxins would be higher 
under each of the different build alternatives. This would be helpful in considering specific 
mitigation measures in these locations. 

 

Air Quality 

• Syracuse is currently designated as an attainment area for all criteria pollutants, including 
Carbon Monoxide (CO), Sulfur Dioxide (SO2), Particulate Matter (both PM10 and 
PM2.5), Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) Lead (Pb) and Ozone (O3).  
 

• While the concentrations of the atmospheric constituents are below the National Ambient 
Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), these pollutants can still impact human health and the 
environment, and can cause problems such as asthma, heart disease and low birth weight. 
The City of Syracuse has the highest percentage of low birthweight births compared to the 
rest of New York State. The rate of emergency department (ED) visits for asthma per 
100,000 for children aged 0-4 years is also highest in Syracuse compared to the rest of the 
state (City of Syracuse’s Health Equity Report 2017). 

 
• We recommend that the air quality should continue to be monitored and mitigated 

throughout construction. Mitigation measures include the use of Ultra Low-Sulfur Diesel, 
limiting idle time for diesel powered engines, dust control, restrictions on burning of 
materials, and protection systems/techniques when drilling, cutting, etc. 

 
• Additionally, EPA recommends use of Tier 4 rated diesel-powered equipment during 

construction to minimize any localized Particulate Matter 2.5 (PM2.5) concentrations that 
might affect nearby communities. 

 
  

https://www.health.ny.gov/statistics/community/minority/docs/mcd_reports/onondaga_county_city_of_syracuse.pdf
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Environmental Justice 

• We recommend that the air quality monitoring program be especially vigilant in 
overburdened EJ communities and near vulnerable populations such as near schools.  
(See recommendations for Air Quality section above) 
 

o Students with uncontrolled asthma often miss more school and have poorer 
academic performance than healthy students. Diesel fumes, dust, and other 
outdoor air pollution can trigger and exacerbate asthma symptoms of children 
in nearby schools like the Dr. King Elementary School. 
 

o Indoor air quality problems/pollution in school buildings are most frequently 
associated with respiratory health effects, including, outdoor pollutants or 
vehicle exhaust. Studies demonstrate a connection between improvements in 
IAQ-either from increased outdoor air ventilation rates or from removal of 
pollution sources and improved performance of children and adults. (Air 
Filters, Pollution, and Student Achievement, M. Gilraine/NYU, 2-17-2020).  

 
o We recommend a comprehensive indoor air quality mitigation plan to address 

the respiratory health effects related to outdoor pollutants and vehicle exhaust 
in collaboration with the New York State Department of Health and 
Department of Education. While speed limits were mentioned for noise 
abatement, there was no mention of traffic control near schools. Since the 
school is close in proximity to the project area, we recommend that speed limits 
and/or stop signs/lights be implemented in the plan to protect the children after 
the project is completed. 

 
• We also agree with the creation of a Traffic Management Plan to reduce the health and 

safety impacts of construction on pedestrian traffic and local travel.  
 

o We acknowledge that there are many concerns from the community regarding 
the health and safety implications of the location of the roundabout near Martin 
Luther King Elementary School. We are pleased to learn that DOT is 
considering alternate locations for this I-81 traffic roundabout. 
 

o We appreciate that improvement of pedestrian and bicycle lanes will be 
included in the project, as well as noise reduction measures. 

 
o We appreciate the inclusion of Wilson Park in the recommendation to include 

traffic flow management in the commissioning plan to minimize air pollution 
from cars moving through the neighborhood. 

 
  

https://edworkingpapers.org/sites/default/files/Gilraine_AirFilters_0.pdf
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• According to the Onondaga County Health Department, more than 10% of Syracuse 
children were tested to have elevated levels of lead in 2019 with the area closest to the I-81 
viaduct demolition/removal being a “hotspot” where one in six black or brown children are 
testing with very high blood levels.  
 

o We therefore recommend that NYSDOT in collaboration with the Pediatric 
Environmental Health Specialty Unit (PEHSU) of Mount Sinai University 
Hospital, New York State Children Environmental Health Center in Syracuse 
and the partners of the Green & Healthy Homes Initiative (GHHI) of Greater 
Syracuse institute a lead monitoring prevention program in children and adults to 
specifically address the potential exposure to lead in ambient dust that may 
result from construction. This lead dust would exacerbate the current high blood 
lead levels that exist in children from black and brown communities. 
 

o A best practice model from Cincinnati, Ohio was published in 2012 and can be 
replicated in the Syracuse project. A neighborhood in Cincinnati expressed 
concern about the planned demolition and replacement of an elevated roadway 
bridge spanning the neighborhood. Community partners played a key role in 
developing outreach, lead exposure prevention activities and adherence to lead 
mitigations methods throughout the duration of the demolition project. 

 
• We appreciate the efforts mentioned in the DEIS 6-104 to conduct public meetings in 

spaces accessible by public transit, as well as the efforts to advertise meetings across 
multiple platforms.  

 
• We agree with and appreciate the proposal to provide community outreach 

materials in languages spoken within the community in addition to those in 
Spanish and Mandarin (e.g. Vietnamese). 
 

• We recommend that the community be consulted for time availability for public 
meetings to ensure community input and record the meeting time and number 
of attendees to confirm adequate public participation. 

 
• We recommend public meetings be advertised as far in advance as possible via 

public forums including social media platforms such as Facebook and Twitter 
and the project-specific app mentioned in the EIS. 

 
• Thank you for acknowledging and addressing our comment on public housing:  

o 6-112 “Project-related impacts on environmental justice populations (for 
example, on the needs of Syracuse Housing Authority's populations living in 
close proximity to the highway).” 
 

o We appreciate NYSDOT’s efforts to hold a meeting with the Syracuse Housing 
Authority to discuss concerns related to construction impacts to residents near 
the work zone and other impacts on residents from the change in traffic. 

 
 
__________________________________END OF DOCUMENT________________________________ 

https://www.leadsafecny.org/uploads/1/0/3/5/10359334/greater_syracuse_lead_prevention_action_plan_2018_102218__2_.pdf
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Laurie Iauco

From: Rose Garrity <eddyeb@aol.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 7, 2022 9:42 PM
To: spgluck@icloud.com; Mayor@SyrGov.net; hhudson@syrgov.net; MGreene@SyrGov.net; RWhite@syrgov.net; syracusenaacp@gmail.com; 

I81opportunities@dot.ny.gov; rpaniagua@syrgov.net; JCarni@syrgov.net; phogan@syrgov.net; cmajok@syrgov.net; LAllen@SyrGov.net; 
JDriscoll@SyrGov.net

Cc: gluckbates@icloud.com; jsgluck@icloud.com; gluck_jody@yahoo.com; swanger80@gmail.com; lena.gluck@gmail.com; 
diane.wiener@gmail.com; ctr0846@gmail.com; tadancil@syr.edu; kanimash@syr.edu; lteron@esf.edu; lchaplin@nyclu.org; 
ssantangelo@cnyfairhousing.org; Sharon@syracusetenant.org; ANNABELHINE@GMAIL.COM; xzomp3@gmail.com; aleimanis@gmail.com; 
cbaker@syracuse.com; tweaver@syracuse.com; 8764598@gmail.com

Subject: Re: "I-81", and the Massive Destruction of Sorely Needed Public Housing!

This all reminds me of the old days of "Urban Renewal" in Binghamton, with Henry __________, and other "leaders, including the Urban League, who approved 
the ripping out of every local neighborhood and housing areas, nearly all those of Black families, many who had been there for a few generations. 
The more things change...... 
R 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Rose M, Garrity, Social Justice Activist 
607-427-3345 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
“Come, you masters of war; You that build the big guns; You that build the death planes; You that build all the bombs; You that hide behind walls; You that hide behind desks; I just want 
you to know; I can see through your masks.” From Bob Dylan’s iconic song, . .  
  
“PITY	THE	NATION” 
Lawrence	Ferlinghetti	(After	Khalil	Gibran)	2007 
Pity the nation whose people are sheep 
And whose shepherds mislead them 
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Pity the nation whose leaders are liars 
Whose sages are silenced 
And whose bigots haunt the airwaves 
Pity the nation that raises not its voice 
Except to praise conquerors 
And acclaim the bully as hero 
And aims to rule the world 
By force and by torture 

Pity the nation that knows 
No other language but its own 
And no other culture but its own 

Pity the nation whose breath is money 
And sleeps the sleep of the too well fed 

Pity the nation oh pity the people 
who allow their rights to erode 
and their freedoms to be washed away 

My	country,	tears	of	thee	
Sweet	land	of	liberty! 
copyright	Lawrence	Ferlingetti 
``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
In a message dated 5/6/2022 12:58:03 AM Eastern Standard Time, spgluck@icloud.com writes:  
  

No enforceable guarantees have been provided to Syracuse 
Housing Authority tenants, individually or collectively, for 
equivalent, or better, actual "public housing” to be located 
within the largely SHA owned, “Blueprint 15” planning area. 
For low-income SHA tenants, and for applicants on what is a 

long waiting-list, there is no substitute for “public 
housing”, centrally located.  

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
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"The following guest opinion was submitted by a group of more than 
20 Syracuse‐area developers, builders and investors. Their names and 

affiliations appear at the end: 
  

“We must make downtown accessible and welcoming” 

  
Downtown developers: Build on our momentum by 
choosing I-81 community grid (Guest Opinion) 

By Special to Syracuse.com 
  

Published: Oct. 14, 2021, 7:45 a.m. 
(N. Scott Trimble | strimble@syracuse.comN. Scott Trimble | strimble@syracuse.com 
  

As our community awaits the final decision on the future of Interstate 81, we — local 
developers, builders and investors — want to voice our support for the Community 
Grid. 
  

The Community Grid provides opportunities to build upon the momentum that has 
fueled our city center’s resurgence in the past 15 years. Investments in vacant 
buildings to produce housing — and more recently a prioritization of affordable 
housing, businesses, entertainment and putting vacant land to productive use has 
helped our community build a strong, dense city center that will propel our community 
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forward. Removing the viaduct is removing a barrier. Moving forward with the 
Community Grid is supporting unity and opportunity. 
  

Since 2010, we have invested more than $800 million in projects, demonstrating our 
commitment and belief in our community. In that time, downtown has doubled its 
residential population, is among the fastest growing, and is one of the preferred 
neighborhoods in the city. At 99% occupancy, apartments are leased as rapidly as 
we can build them. New restaurants, retailers, services and professional offices have 
opened to serve the needs and desires of neighbors and employers. Even in the 
pandemic pause, Downtown Syracuse has welcomed 39 new street-level 
businesses, fulfilling items identified on our “retail wish list” such as more options for 
international cuisine and a full-service grocery store. 
  

What do we hear from our residential and commercial tenants now? On top of many 
lists is a desire for a transportation system that complements the ways in which our 
city has evolved. More people want to live and work where the action is, and they’re 
leaving vehicles behind when they move to the center of the city — a stark contrast 
to the trend experienced decades ago when progress was viewed by the construction 
of the highway system that fueled suburban growth. According to American 
Community Survey data, nearly 50% of downtown Syracuse residents walk or ride 
public transportation to work, and more than one-third (35%) do not own a car. 
  

On par with nationwide trends, the future of our region is built around the center of 
our city. We see this perhaps more clearly than anyone; we have experienced the 
demand. This is why we have invested millions in rebuilding Downtown Syracuse — 
and why Downtown Syracuse continues to grow. 
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We must remove barriers and unite downtown’s base of professional services, 
residential, arts, cultural and dining attractions with the essential services provided on 
University Hill and its growing educational and medical bases. We must place a focus 
on re-densifying the center of our community with amenities demanded by our local 
residents and building a diverse base of quality housing attainable at a variety of 
price points. We must ensure that growth fostered here, in the center of our 
community, is aimed at connecting neighborhoods and paves the way to address 
social, economic and environmental justice issues that have been raised throughout 
Interstate 81 conversations. We must make downtown accessible and welcoming. 
  

Think about the cities where you enjoy walking. Are you surrounded by mixed uses 
and pedestrian-friendly areas, or vacant lots and highway overpasses? Reconnecting 
our neighborhoods and maximizing developable land programmed with inclusive 
housing, business opportunities and exciting, active storefronts is paramount to 
creating a strong city center, which produces a return on investment for our entire 
region. The current viaduct impedes that growth by keeping neighborhoods divided. 
Any future viaduct — no matter how well it’s designed or branded — will produce the 
same result. 
  

We must seize these opportunities to encourage the next generation — our children 
— to make their homes here, rather than move away in pursuit of this vision 
elsewhere. 
  

In June 2015, the Syracuse.com Editorial Board wrote that “Downtown Syracuse is 
having a moment.” In fact, that moment kept building, into a crescendo that only 
decreased briefly in the sudden pandemic pause. Six and a half years later — and 19 
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months past the March 2020 shutdown — there is still much to look forward to. The 
Community Grid positions us well for that continued trajectory, but leaving or 
rebuilding the viaduct will quiet the symphonies of progress more poignantly than any 
pandemic pause. 
  
  

Adam Anderson & Eve De Rosa | Knowing Tree LLC 

Charlie Breuer | Hueber-Breuer Construction Inc. 
Stephen F. Case | Acropolis Realty Group 

Thomas J. Cerio | Cerio Law Offices 

Richard DeVito | Paramount Realty 

TJ DiPeso | Seneca Armory Associates 

Robert Doucette | Armory Development 
Troy Evans | Commonspace Properties Inc. 
Tony Fiorito | Partnership Properties 

Lou Fournier | The Sutton Companies 

John Funiciello | JF Real Estate 

Joe Gehm | Lahinch Group LLC 

Tom Goodfellow | Whitlock Partners Ltd. 
Ed Gottlieb | Pacific Properties 

Joe Hucko | Washington Street Partners 

Isaac Jacobs | Carnegie Management Inc. 
Meg O’Connell | Salt City Market/Allyn Foundation 

Matthew Paulus | Paulus Development 
Ed Riley | Hotel Syracuse Restoration LLC, Brine Wells Development LLC 

Stephen Schmitt | Liverpool Holdings LLC 
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Jeremy Thurston | The Hayner Hoyt Corp. 
  
A view of the Interstate 81/Interstate 690 interchange looking south to downtown Syracuse. "The current viaduct impedes ... growth by keeping neighborhoods 
divided. Any future viaduct — no matter how well it’s designed or branded — will produce the same result," write downtown developers and investors. They support 
the Community Grid.  

 
  

https://www.syracuse.com/opinion/2021/10/downtown‐developers‐
build‐on‐our‐momentum‐by‐choosing‐i‐81‐community‐grid‐guest‐
opinion.html 



Rte. 81

Bob Geraci <bobgeraci@gmail.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 8:11 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

To Whom It May Concern

For the record please let it be known that I stand firmly against the Community Grid option for the future of
Rte. 81.  The very nature of an interstate is to connect regions of the country as opposed to serving just the
local needs of any of the communities they connect with.  While it is fair to take into account effects
interstates have on local communities, it is not at all appropriate to compromise the very purpose for the
interstate while it traverses those local communities.  Rte. 81 and every other interstate belongs to the
entire country and all users - not just the local ones - have a right to have the road work as a high speed
interstate does.  A community grid defeats the very purpose of an interstate and it is a skewed thing to
have very local needs compromise the overall purpose when all that will be accomplished by the Grid is a
vastly slower traffic speed.  To try and offset this use by forcing drivers to use bypass roads such as rte. 481
completely misses the point of why rte. 81 is there in the first place.  The grid strikes me as the tail wagging
the dog.  Instead of designing an elevated roadway that keeps all that traffic off local roads, the irony of the
grid is that it creates for all intents and purposes another Erie Boulevard, a road that no-one would ever
claim is aesthetically pleasing to use, especially ironic to those walking or bicycling and not driving.

I hope you will reconsider how this road is to be rebuilt.  Thank you.

Robert Geraci
8873 Dinglehole Road
Baldwinsville, NY  13027
315-427-9742

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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April 23, 2022 

Mr. D'Agostino: 

Rex Giardine 
112 Circle Road 

Syracuse, New York 13210 

�

E

�/�2 �

BY: ______ _ 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak at the SMTC Meeting 

on April 19th. 

As you can surmise I am passionate about our community, our 

children and our school environments and the impact the 

interstate project will have. 

Attached is a written version of the words I delivered with a 

few details filled in and a diagram that puts things in 

perspective. 

My October 14th formal comments to Mr. Frechette garnered a 

written reply from the Governor but no one else. I have 

chosen to copy many of those in attendance at your meeting 

along with local leadership. 

� 
cc: Mark Frechette. NYS DOT 

Rick Marquis, Federal Highway Admin. 

Mayor Ben Walsh, Chair of the JSCB 



Rex Giardine, PE/RA 

112 Circle Road 

Syracuse New York 13210 

Words delivered 19 April 2022 at the Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council (SMTC) Meeting at City 

Hall Commons Regarding Interstate 81 (words in italics not stated due to the 3 minute limit) 

"Thank you for the opportunity to speak. / am a City of Syracuse resident since moving here upon graduating 

Penn State in January 1987. I am an architect and engineer with 3 young adult children all products of a public 

education in the Syracuse City School Dis�rict. Our entire family has benefited from, being homeowners, and 
living in the diverse and dynamic neighborhood in the shadows of four colleges (yes there are four if you count 
the Crouse College of Nursing) on the hill to the southeast of here. I have worked in a professional design 

capacity in a private firm, for the City Engineer, for Onondaga County Facilities, for Syracuse University Campus 
Planning Design & Construction and currently for SUNY ESF Facilities (essentially: the City, the County and the 

State). 

Thank you for all the hard work it has clearly taken to even get to this point. You have a challenging and 

transformative project which will impact the City and the region for the next century or longer. These are 

truly monumental decisions. 

As indicated in my written comments (to the Interstate 81 project hand delivered to DOT on October 14th), I

wholly support the Community Grid. 

I fully understand the traffic calming and dispersion benefits of roundabouts and equally importantly that to 

design them properly, the importance of the sight lines, proper radii and the substantial land area that double 

lane roundabouts typically require. 

You should not have been surprised to get push back from the community rather than support for your 

concept of a roundabout near MLK in the Fall of 2021. While I'm an architect, not a traffic planner, I'm fairly 

certain roundabouts and elementary schools should rarely or ideally never be near each other. 

Here we are with a requested quarter billion dollar increase and an additional year added to construction. 

How much of that quarter billion or extended schedule is associated with shifting the roundabout? 

Please bear with me and take the school proximity issue completely out of your minds for just a moment if you 
can. Is VanBuren really a better location for the roundabout? .... seems like student housing complexes, steep 

street topography and the practically immovable location of one historic railroad make this a very challenging 

site to shoehorn this ever so important roundabout. With school proximity out of the equation, will 

Van Buren actually be better from a traffic planning standpoint than near MLK? 

I actually formally proposed (in my written comments October 14) that the original location near MLK was 

probably the right location for a roundabout and maybe, just maybe, for the last 72 years, the wrong location 

for an elementary school. By state school planning standards, the site for such an elementary should be 10 

acres not 5.3 and certainiy not near railroads or interstates. 

What would it take to move an elementary school population by constructing a new state of the art school 

strategically located among complete streets in the walkable neighborhood it serves? I already wagered an 

educated estimate of about $65M, not a big number in your sphere and certainly not your funds to find, 



however I suspect any day of the week if a new school could be justified by the decision makers at this table 

and the decision makers not present here, just down Washington Street in both directions, the NYS Education 

Department aid formulas would pay for at least two thirds of that $65M. 

Where would you find a 10 acre site for a new state of the art school? ... you may have to look no further than 

maybe just three blocks to the west at the double block between Furman and Kennedy Streets. The City 

already owns 2.4 acres. It appears by tax records that 42% of the parcels needed in that double block are 

presently vacant land. Our City's School District should probably be ashamed of the lamentable McCarthy at 

Beard building sited there where they have assigned or confined(?) 78 special education children to. 

Shouldn't these souls and the extremely hard working teachers and support staff actually be in a far more 

inspiring and better school environment like the original McCarthy, the building that Mayor Alexander and his 

carefully "chosen" architect built specifically for special education children near the Clary Middle School,. 

Those deserving families rarely get a voice here. 

So why not a new state of the art school within the city? ..... imagine something so fabulous that may even 

make Fayetteville residents jealous. It may be more cost effective and better long term urban planning than 

shifting a roundabout. The 13205 neighborhood likely deserves it (that new school) before mine. 

Why shouldn't your project start the dialogue, be the catalyst to get the _right people to a bigger table, the 

right, the visionary decision makers to consider something that makes families actually desire and even proud 

to live here, not just visit for the workday, an event or whirl by on roundabouts? 

For the next century these are truly Monumental decisions. Thank you." 

Attached is an annotated excerpt of a map of the area showing roundabouts and one potential new school 

site. I can be reached at the above address at rexqiardine@qmail.com or 315-345-6588. 

cc: Governor K. Hochul Senator R. May 

Senator J Mannion Assemblymember P Hunter 

Assemblymember W Magnarelli Mayor Ben Walsh, Chair of the JSCB 

Ryan McMahon Onondaga Co Executive Rick Marquis, Federal Highway Admin. 

James D' Agostino, Director SMTC Meghan Vitale, Transportation Planner SMTC 

, Mark Frechette, NYS DOT, Region 3 Jerrin George, NYS Thruway Authority 

Cody Kelly, Onondaga County Legislature Common Council Members 

Board of Education Members, SCSD Superintendent Alicea, SCSD 

JSCB Members not in the above Mary Robison, City Engineer 

Allison Bodine, Syracuse, Planning Owen Kearney, City Planning 

Heather Lamendola, City Zoning Dave Mankiewicz, CenterState CEO 

Neil Burke, Syracuse DPW/Traffic Jennifer Terry, Federal Transit Administration 

Megan Costa, Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency 

Brian Schultz, CNY Regional Transportation Authority 

David Roth, NYS Department of Transportation 

Martin Voss, Onondaga County Department of Transportation 

David Bottar, CNY Regional Planning & Development Board 
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I-481 sound mitigation

ddg301 <ddg301@gmail.com>
Sun 4/24/2022 11:18 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click
on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails. 

To whom it may concern: 

  We live in the DeWittshire neighborhood at the crossroads of 481 and routes 5 & 92. 
  While we accept that changes need to be made in order to accommodate improvements
to the overall Syracuse area traffic flow, our neighborhood, and specifically those who live
on Ambergate Road,  will be negatively impacted by the sounds of the increased traffic in
this area. 
  While making your improvements, please consider adding sound mitigation to the
stretch of highway that parallels our area.  The total length of mitigation would likely be
less than a half mile. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Dan Glazier and Lisa Mark 

Sent from my iPhone 
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An "I-81" Related Article, ACLU Magazine, Spring 2022

Stanley Gluck <spgluck@yahoo.com>
Wed 2/23/2022 9:23 PM
To: usa@humanityinaction.org <usa@humanityinaction.org>;Deka Dancil
<tadancil@syr.edu>;kanimash@syr.edu <kanimash@syr.edu>;Lemir Teron
<lteron@esf.edu>;Lanessa Chaplin
<lchaplin@nyclu.org>;ssantangelo@cnyfairhousing.org
<ssantangelo@cnyfairhousing.org>;Sharon Sherman
<Sharon@syracusetenant.org>;charlesgarland@ongov.net
<charlesgarland@ongov.net>;lindaervin@ongov.net <lindaervin@ongov.net>;
<ANNABELHINE@gmail.com> <ANNABELHINE@GMAIL.COM>;xzomp3@gmail.com
<xzomp3@gmail.com>;Andra Leimanis <aleimanis@gmail.com>;mweiner@syracuse.com
<mweiner@syracuse.com>;Chris Baker <cbaker@syracuse.com>;tussing@maxwell.syr.edu
<tussing@maxwell.syr.edu>;tweaver@syracuse.com
<tweaver@syracuse.com>;kjackson@urbancny.com <kjackson@urbancny.com>;Misse
Ross <8764598@gmail.com>;ptegeler@prrac.org <ptegeler@prrac.org>;Thomas Moylan
Keck <tmkeck@maxwell.syr.edu>
Cc: mayor@syrgov.net <mayor@syrgov.net>;hhudson@syrgov.net
<hhudson@syrgov.net>;<MGreene@syrgov.net>
<MGreene@SyrGov.net>;RWhite@syrgov.net
<RWhite@syrgov.net>;syracusenaacp@gmail.com
<syracusenaacp@gmail.com>;dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities
<dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>;cmajok@syrgov.net
<cmajok@syrgov.net>;phogan@syrgov.net <phogan@syrgov.net>;LAllen@syrgov.net
<LAllen@SyrGov.net>;JDriscoll@syrgov.net
<JDriscoll@SyrGov.net>;execsecretariat.fhwa@fhwa.dot.gov
<execsecretariat.fhwa@fhwa.dot.gov>;m.murphy@ongov.net <m.murphy@ongov.net>;
may@nysenate.gov> kschwab@centerstateceo.com <may@nysenate.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

“What we do is try to empower and reac�vate the
community,” says Lanessa Owens-Chaplin, assistant
director of the NYCLU’s Educa�on Policy Center.
“Because they lost that fight. So how can we convince
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them that maybe we can win this one? In the ’50s and
’60s, we didn’t have many protec�ons. Now it’s a
different fight."

“'Jus�ce elements like the ACLU and NYCLU have to
make sure that the tools the federal government gives
[us] aren’t used as assault weapons against the
neighborhood,’ (said) David Rufus was just a toddler
when the bulldozers rolled into the streets of his
Syracuse, New York, neighborhood in 1960. Protes�ng
locals were ignored, and the razing of homes, churches,
and businesses resulted in the displacement of more
than 1,300 families, including Rufus."

But NO MENTION in the ACLU article of
EQUAL or BETTER housing provisions,
CONVENIENTLY located, to be
"DEMANDED & GUARANTEED” for
ALL Syracuse Public Housing
Residents, and for all others nearby to be
affected, PRIOR TO ANY "I-81" Demolition!
 
To access entire ACLU Magazine article click the following link:
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https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/aclu_spring22_spreads-
compressed_1.pdf

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aclu.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ffield_document%2Faclu_spring22_spreads-compressed_1.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cdot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities%40dot.ny.gov%7Ca2a6752966f2442809e108d9f73c7bb6%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637812661937310936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2F8%2FU5VtYbekh6N9tv6nRtjhTQu2%2F88lOXffPjBzLgy0%3D&reserved=0
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Re: Feds to green-light I-81 project ‘within weeks,’ Schumer says

Stanley Gluck <spgluck@yahoo.com>
Mon 3/21/2022 7:52 PM
To: Charlie Russo <ctr0846@gmail.com>;Deka Dancil
<tadancil@syr.edu>;kanimash@syr.edu <kanimash@syr.edu>;Lemir Teron
<lteron@esf.edu>;Lanessa Chaplin
<lchaplin@nyclu.org>;ssantangelo@cnyfairhousing.org
<ssantangelo@cnyfairhousing.org>;Sharon Sherman <Sharon@syracusetenant.org>;
<ANNABELHINE@gmail.com> <ANNABELHINE@GMAIL.COM>;xzomp3@gmail.com
<xzomp3@gmail.com>;Andra Leimanis <aleimanis@gmail.com>;mweiner@syracuse.com
<mweiner@syracuse.com>;Chris Baker <cbaker@syracuse.com>;tweaver@syracuse.com
<tweaver@syracuse.com>;kjackson@urbancny.com <kjackson@urbancny.com>;Misse
Ross <8764598@gmail.com>;charlesgarland@ongov.net
<charlesgarland@ongov.net>;lindaervin@ongov.net <lindaervin@ongov.net>
Cc: mayor@syrgov.net <mayor@syrgov.net>;hhudson@syrgov.net
<hhudson@syrgov.net>;<MGreene@syrgov.net>
<MGreene@SyrGov.net>;RWhite@syrgov.net
<RWhite@syrgov.net>;syracusenaacp@gmail.com
<syracusenaacp@gmail.com>;dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities
<dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>;"TRudd@syrgov.net <TRudd@syrgov.net >
rpaniagua@syrgov.net" <rpaniagua@syrgov.net>;JCarni@syrgov.net
<JCarni@syrgov.net>;phogan@syrgov.net <phogan@syrgov.net>;cmajok@syrgov.net
<cmajok@syrgov.net>;LAllen@syrgov.net <LAllen@SyrGov.net>;JDriscoll@syrgov.net
<JDriscoll@SyrGov.net>;execsecretariat.fhwa@fhwa.dot.gov
<execsecretariat.fhwa@fhwa.dot.gov>;m.murphy@ongov.net <m.murphy@ongov.net>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

“Replace the public housing projects”, but NOT
with “public housing”, meaning WHAT
guarantees for all current public housing
tenants needing the rents and assurances of
“public”, NOT “private" housing? 
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And with one of the highest rates of poverty in
the country especially among its "minorities”,
WHAT guarantees on Syracuse's 2BILLION$
INVESTMENT will be made to those REQUIRING
and eligible for "public housing” and its
benefits on SHA's LONG waiting list? 

On Mar 21, 2022, at 6:10 PM, Charles Russo <ctr0846@gmail.com> wrote:

"Schumer also said he was confident the federal government will approve a
$50 million grant toward the city’s $800 million plan to replace the public
housing projects in the shadow of I-81 with a new neighborhood where low-
income residents live side-by-side with people paying market-rate downtown
rent."

 

https://www.syracuse.com/news/2022/03/feds-to-green-light-i-81-project-within-
weeks-schumer.html

By Rick Moriarty | rmoriarty@syracuse.com

Syracuse, N.Y. -- The federal government will give the green light to the $2 billion
Interstate 81 project in Syracuse within weeks, U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer said
Monday.

“Syracuse, put on your hard hats and get ready, because we are in the homestretch
for the transformation of I-81 to finally begin,” Schumer, D-NY, the Senate majority
leader, said during a press conference in Forman Park in front of the elevated
highway.

“The feds are hitting the gas on this project with a now-imminent green light
and federal dollars close behind.”

Federal approval would mean a five-year plan to demolish the elevated
portion of the interstate highway through downtown Syracuse and replace it
with a ground-level boulevard could begin by the end of 2022, he said.

mailto:ctr0846@gmail.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.syracuse.com%2Fnews%2F2022%2F01%2Fsyracuse-embarks-on-800-million-plan-to-end-public-housing-as-we-know-it.html&data=04%7C01%7Cdot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities%40dot.ny.gov%7C326578566d574b047b4d08da0b95cbf5%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637835035289206410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=olluxxf%2BManvmsVVKfuthcuxUhWJrzP1NCyLfwJgeW4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.syracuse.com%2Fnews%2F2022%2F03%2Ffeds-to-green-light-i-81-project-within-weeks-schumer.html&data=04%7C01%7Cdot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities%40dot.ny.gov%7C326578566d574b047b4d08da0b95cbf5%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637835035289206410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=q3sYzn8QkFXTbvBFwy3iiqExuCxjX5bQpdOwx5SNoFo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.syracuse.com%2Fstaff%2Frmoriart%2Fposts.html&data=04%7C01%7Cdot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities%40dot.ny.gov%7C326578566d574b047b4d08da0b95cbf5%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637835035289206410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5Bm3qvCobwAQ7Lumw1CSXLurl3bShXhwUQqC51odLbk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.syracuse.com%2Fnews%2F2022%2F01%2Fgov-hochul-confirms-nys-is-replacing-i-81-with-community-grid-this-has-gone-on-too-long.html&data=04%7C01%7Cdot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities%40dot.ny.gov%7C326578566d574b047b4d08da0b95cbf5%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637835035289206410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=6IVBtKE5rNMA8WBeK2xasLz3du71Srpk0mHeHPQwi%2FY%3D&reserved=0
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Schumer said he received the update during a phone call last week with U.S.
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg. He said Buttigieg told him the
federal Department of Transportation will release the project’s final
Environmental Impact Statement within a few weeks, a key milestone for the
project.

The EIS is a document that spells out the breadth and depth of the project
and lays out plans to mitigate any negative impacts on the environment and
residents.

Its issuance will trigger a 30-day public comment period, followed by the
federal government issuing a Record of Decision, which Schumer said was
“government speak for big deal approval.”

New York says I-81 has reached the end of its useful life. The state intends to
tear down about 1.4 miles of the elevated highway through downtown. High-
speed thru-traffic would use an improved Interstate "481 to to bypass
downtown. Drivers headed into Syracuse will drop down to improved city
streets to use a new business loop, known as a “community grid,” to reach
their destinations.

A portion of Interstate 690 that crosses the center of Syracuse would also be
rebuilt.

Most of the funding for the project will come from the federal government.

Schumer also said he was confident the federal government will approve a
$50 million grant toward the city’s $800 million plan to replace the public
housing projects in the shadow of I-81 with a new neighborhood where low-
income residents live side-by-side with people paying market-rate downtown
rent.

 
  

<Image-1.jpg>
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"I-81", and the Massive Destruction of Sorely Needed Public Housing!

spgluck@icloud.com <spgluck@icloud.com>
Fri 5/6/2022 12:58 AM

To: mayor@syrgov.net <mayor@syrgov.net>;hhudson@syrgov.net <hhudson@syrgov.net>;<MGreene@syrgov.net>
<MGreene@SyrGov.net>;RWhite@syrgov.net <RWhite@syrgov.net>;syracusenaacp@gmail.com
<syracusenaacp@gmail.com>;dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>;"TRudd@syrgov.net
<TRudd@syrgov.net > rpaniagua@syrgov.net" <rpaniagua@syrgov.net>;JCarni@syrgov.net
<JCarni@syrgov.net>;phogan@syrgov.net <phogan@syrgov.net>;cmajok@syrgov.net <cmajok@syrgov.net>;LAllen@syrgov.net
<LAllen@SyrGov.net>;JDriscoll@syrgov.net <JDriscoll@SyrGov.net>

Cc: Ethan Gluck <gluckbates@icloud.com>;Jenny Gluck <jsgluck@icloud.com>;gluck_jody@yahoo.com
<gluck_jody@yahoo.com>;Jean Swanger <swanger80@gmail.com>;Lena Gluck <lena.gluck@gmail.com>;Diane Wiener
<diane.wiener@gmail.com>;Charlie Russo <ctr0846@gmail.com>;Deka Dancil <tadancil@syr.edu>;kanimash@syr.edu
<kanimash@syr.edu>;Lemir Teron <lteron@esf.edu>;Lanessa Chaplin <lchaplin@nyclu.org>;ssantangelo@cnyfairhousing.org
<ssantangelo@cnyfairhousing.org>;Sharon Sherman <Sharon@syracusetenant.org>;<ANNABELHINE@gmail.com>
<ANNABELHINE@GMAIL.COM>;xzomp3@gmail.com <xzomp3@gmail.com>;Andra Leimanis <aleimanis@gmail.com>;Chris Baker
<cbaker@syracuse.com>;tweaver@syracuse.com <tweaver@syracuse.com>;Misse Ross <8764598@gmail.com>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

No enforceable guarantees have been provided to Syracuse Housing Authority tenants,
individually or collectively, for equivalent, or better, actual "public housing” to be located

within the largely SHA owned, “Blueprint 15” planning area. For low-income SHA tenants, and
for applicants on what is a long waiting-list, there is no substitute for “public housing”, centrally

located. 

-----------------
"The following guest opinion was submitted by a group of more than 20

Syracuse-area developers, builders and investors. Their names and
affiliations appear at the end:

“We must make downtown accessible and
welcoming”

Downtown developers: Build on our momentum by choosing I-81
community grid (Guest Opinion)
By Special to Syracuse.com

Published: Oct. 14, 2021, 7:45 a.m.

(N. Scott Trimble | strimble@syracuse.comN. Scott Trimble | strimble@syracuse.com

As our community awaits the final decision on the future of Interstate 81, we — local developers, builders and investors — want to

voice our support for the Community Grid.

The Community Grid provides opportunities to build upon the momentum that has fueled our city center’s resurgence in the past 15
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years. Investments in vacant buildings to produce housing — and more recently a prioritization of affordable housing, businesses,

entertainment and putting vacant land to productive use has helped our community build a strong, dense city center that will propel

our community forward. Removing the viaduct is removing a barrier. Moving forward with the Community Grid is supporting unity

and opportunity.

Since 2010, we have invested more than $800 million in projects, demonstrating our commitment and belief in our community. In

that time, downtown has doubled its residential population, is among the fastest growing, and is one of the preferred neighborhoods

in the city. At 99% occupancy, apartments are leased as rapidly as we can build them. New restaurants, retailers, services and

professional offices have opened to serve the needs and desires of neighbors and employers. Even in the pandemic pause, Downtown

Syracuse has welcomed 39 new street-level businesses, fulfilling items identified on our “retail wish list” such as more options for

international cuisine and a full-service grocery store.

What do we hear from our residential and commercial tenants now? On top of many lists is a desire for a transportation system that

complements the ways in which our city has evolved. More people want to live and work where the action is, and they’re leaving

vehicles behind when they move to the center of the city — a stark contrast to the trend experienced decades ago when progress was

viewed by the construction of the highway system that fueled suburban growth. According to American Community Survey data,

nearly 50% of downtown Syracuse residents walk or ride public transportation to work, and more than one-third (35%) do not own a

car.

On par with nationwide trends, the future of our region is built around the center of our city. We see this perhaps more clearly than

anyone; we have experienced the demand. This is why we have invested millions in rebuilding Downtown Syracuse — and why

Downtown Syracuse continues to grow.

We must remove barriers and unite downtown’s base of professional services, residential, arts, cultural and dining attractions with the

essential services provided on University Hill and its growing educational and medical bases. We must place a focus on re-densifying

the center of our community with amenities demanded by our local residents and building a diverse base of quality housing attainable

at a variety of price points. We must ensure that growth fostered here, in the center of our community, is aimed at connecting

neighborhoods and paves the way to address social, economic and environmental justice issues that have been raised throughout

Interstate 81 conversations. We must make downtown accessible and welcoming.

Think about the cities where you enjoy walking. Are you surrounded by mixed uses and pedestrian-friendly areas, or vacant lots and

highway overpasses? Reconnecting our neighborhoods and maximizing developable land programmed with inclusive housing,

business opportunities and exciting, active storefronts is paramount to creating a strong city center, which produces a return on

investment for our entire region. The current viaduct impedes that growth by keeping neighborhoods divided. Any future viaduct —

no matter how well it’s designed or branded — will produce the same result.

We must seize these opportunities to encourage the next generation — our children — to make their homes here, rather than move

away in pursuit of this vision elsewhere.

In June 2015, the Syracuse.com Editorial Board wrote that “Downtown Syracuse is having a moment.” In fact, that moment kept

building, into a crescendo that only decreased briefly in the sudden pandemic pause. Six and a half years later — and 19 months past

the March 2020 shutdown — there is still much to look forward to. The Community Grid positions us well for that continued

trajectory, but leaving or rebuilding the viaduct will quiet the symphonies of progress more poignantly than any pandemic pause.

Adam Anderson & Eve De Rosa | Knowing Tree LLC

Charlie Breuer | Hueber-Breuer Construction Inc.

Stephen F. Case | Acropolis Realty Group

Thomas J. Cerio | Cerio Law Offices

Richard DeVito | Paramount Realty

TJ DiPeso | Seneca Armory Associates

Robert Doucette | Armory Development

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...

2 of 3 5/12/2022, 10:59 AM



Troy Evans | Commonspace Properties Inc.

Tony Fiorito | Partnership Properties

Lou Fournier | The Sutton Companies

John Funiciello | JF Real Estate

Joe Gehm | Lahinch Group LLC

Tom Goodfellow | Whitlock Partners Ltd.

Ed Gottlieb | Pacific Properties

Joe Hucko | Washington Street Partners

Isaac Jacobs | Carnegie Management Inc.

Meg O’Connell | Salt City Market/Allyn Foundation

Matthew Paulus | Paulus Development

Ed Riley | Hotel Syracuse Restoration LLC, Brine Wells Development LLC

Stephen Schmitt | Liverpool Holdings LLC

Jeremy Thurston | The Hayner Hoyt Corp.

A view of the Interstate 81/Interstate 690 interchange looking south to downtown Syracuse. "The current viaduct impedes ... growth

by keeping neighborhoods divided. Any future viaduct — no matter how well it’s designed or branded — will produce the same

result," write downtown developers and investors. They support the Community Grid.

https://www.syracuse.com/opinion/2021/10/downtown-developers-
build-on-our-momentum-by-choosing-i-81-community-grid-guest-
opinion.html
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And the Desperate Need for More Public Housing?!

Stanley Gluck <spgluck@yahoo.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 12:42 AM

To: mayor@syrgov.net <mayor@syrgov.net>;hhudson@syrgov.net <hhudson@syrgov.net>;<MGreene@syrgov.net>
<MGreene@SyrGov.net>;RWhite@syrgov.net <RWhite@syrgov.net>;syracusenaacp@gmail.com
<syracusenaacp@gmail.com>;dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>;"TRudd@syrgov.net
<TRudd@syrgov.net > rpaniagua@syrgov.net" <rpaniagua@syrgov.net>;JCarni@syrgov.net
<JCarni@syrgov.net>;phogan@syrgov.net <phogan@syrgov.net>;cmajok@syrgov.net <cmajok@syrgov.net>;LAllen@syrgov.net
<LAllen@SyrGov.net>;Garland Bros. <garland.bros@verizon.net>

Cc: Deka Dancil <tadancil@syr.edu>;kanimash@syr.edu <kanimash@syr.edu>;Lemir Teron <lteron@esf.edu>;Lanessa Chaplin
<lchaplin@nyclu.org>;ssantangelo@cnyfairhousing.org <ssantangelo@cnyfairhousing.org>;Sharon Sherman
<Sharon@syracusetenant.org>;<ANNABELHINE@gmail.com> <ANNABELHINE@GMAIL.COM>;xzomp3@gmail.com
<xzomp3@gmail.com>;Andra Leimanis <aleimanis@gmail.com>;Chris Baker <cbaker@syracuse.com>;tweaver@syracuse.com
<tweaver@syracuse.com>;Misse Ross <8764598@gmail.com>;ptegeler@prrac.org <ptegeler@prrac.org>;Thomas Moylan Keck
<tmkeck@maxwell.syr.edu>;Amal Ardito <fiusufi@yahoo.com>;sjdrake@syr.edu <sjdrake@syr.edu>;cagree01@syr.edu
<cagree01@syr.edu>;lkriesbe@maxwell.syr.edu <lkriesbe@maxwell.syr.edu>;aeparis@syr.edu
<aeparis@syr.edu>;gwpurser@syr.edu <gwpurser@syr.edu>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

https://www.cnybj.com/homehq-awarded-federal-funding-for-neighborhood-development-job-creation
/?utm_campaign=DNA_051222%20%28QZSCtk%29&utm_medium=email&
utm_source=Daily%20News%20Alerts%20%28Use%20This%29&
_kx=DZhPYfmEmvO_232OppGLhkE7dNHIixgQ3O972_IZ7iM%3D.R4zJfy

Home HeadQuarters awarded nearly
$400K in federal funding for
neighborhood development, job creation
5/12/2022 4:57 PM

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Home HeadQuarters Inc. will use new federal funding of $387,000 to
develop and preserve affordable housing, revitalize neighborhoods, and create jobs in
Central New York.
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The funds are available through NeighborWorks America, a congressionally chartered
and funded nonprofit organization with affiliates in every state, including Home
HeadQuarters, Inc. in Syracuse, the office of U.S. Representative John Katko (R–Camillus)
announced.

Home HeadQuarters serves as a community-development organization and certified
community development financial institution (CDFI) that works to create housing
opportunities and provide access to affordable financial services for Central New
Yorkers. The organization is located at 538 Erie Blvd. West in Syracuse.

“With this new award, Home HeadQuarters can continue its mission of rehabilitating
properties in Syracuse and expanding opportunities for Central New Yorkers,” Katko
said.
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Sound Mitigation on 481 by exit

Ellen Goldberg <ellen@syracusesweatclub.com>
Sun 4/24/2022 10:43 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Hello, 

I live in the Dewittshire neighborhood at 207 Wellington Rd, Syracuse 13214. I am
concerned about the dramatic increase in traffic on the stretch of 481 that runs along our
neighborhood - are there any plans for installing sound mitigation to preserve our quality
of life? 

Thank you for hearing my concern,

Ellen Goldberg 
315-882-5648
--  

ELLEN GOLDBERG
Partner & Business Manager
Syracuse Sweat Club
3030 Erie Blvd E. Syracuse, NY 13224
Gym: 315-299-7470 Cell: (315) 882-5648
syracusesweatclub.com

F
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tel:315-299-7470
tel:(315)+882-5648
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsyracusesweatclub.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities%40dot.ny.gov%7Cd129305f2ed144a7ff7208da2600a23f%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637864082155373838%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mwML2lUFb3BLExb1%2BU8y0Uy6ZIOaTxZsyDk9XnGrt0A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsyracusesweatclub.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities%40dot.ny.gov%7Cd129305f2ed144a7ff7208da2600a23f%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637864082155373838%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mwML2lUFb3BLExb1%2BU8y0Uy6ZIOaTxZsyDk9XnGrt0A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FCrossFitSyracuse&data=05%7C01%7Cdot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities%40dot.ny.gov%7Cd129305f2ed144a7ff7208da2600a23f%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637864082155373838%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nh8eDqMm168v0H1D7D184V3lIlxHrGnTZ8DPOTElSDI%3D&reserved=0
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81 in Syracuse

Mickey Graves <eddybrandy@yahoo.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 11:14 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Please just repair the roadway. We don't need a boulevard or anything that puts traffic into the city. Traffic is horrendous
enough through there. Up and over the city is perfect.
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 Reply all  Delete  Junk Block sender

Please Extend the Review Period of the FEIS of the Interstate 81 Viaduct
Project

Dear Mr. Frechette and Mr. Marquis,

I hope this note finds you well.  On the behalf of the Citizens to Preserve the
Character of Skaneateles, I am writing to ask for an extension of the public review
period from 30 days to 90 days.

The FEIS is approximately 35,000 pages long and a thorough review of such a
large document will clearly take most people more than 30 days.

The earlier DEIS was in the area of 27,000 pages and the state granted a similar
extension because of the magnitude of the document and the impact this plan will
have on traffic in the City of Syracuse, the surrounding villages and towns, as well
as communities throughout the Finger Lakes Region.  

Long haul truck traffic has been chronic problem in Skaneateles and towns
throughout the Finger Lakes for years.  It is caused by large long haul trucks short-
cutting from I-81 through the secondary back roads of the Finger Lakes to and
from destinations to the west of I-81.  

We believe the proposed viaduct project will only exacerbate the problem.  As far
as we can see, the State has not proposed any enforceable measures to keep
these long haul trucks on the Interstate which, with its current design, will require
these truckers to travel more miles and increase the time and expense to reach
destinations to the west of Syracuse.  The higher costs will clearly create a further
incentive for them to take shorter routes through small rural villages and towns
where the roads cannot handle such traffic.

We are hopeful that the State will recognize and acknowledge the potential
damage caused by increased long haul truck traffic throughout Central NY and
the Finger Lakes Region and take concrete steps to mitigate the negative impacts
that will result from the proposed Interstate 81 Viaduct project.

Thank you for your consideration.

Best wishes,





Re: Please Extend the Review Period of the FEIS of the Interstate 81 Viaduct Project

Holland Gregg <hgregg3@gmail.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 2:42 PM

To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>

Cc: rick.marquis@dot.gov <rick.marquis@dot.gov>;dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities
<dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>;jaaron@townofskaneateles.com
<jaaron@townofskaneateles.com>;secretarybuttigieg@dot.gov
<secretarybuttigieg@dot.gov>;ryan_kambich@gillibrand.senate.gov
<ryan_kambich@gillibrand.senate.gov>;Joe_Nehme@schumer.senate.gov <Joe_Nehme@schumer.senate.gov>;Mannerberg,
Lauren (CHAMBER) <Lauren.Mannerberg@exec.ny.gov>;MagnarW@nyassembly.gov
<MagnarW@nyassembly.gov>;BarclaW@nyassembly.gov <BarclaW@nyassembly.gov>;ryanmcmahon@ongov.net
<ryanmcmahon@ongov.net>;charles.small@dot.gov <charles.small@dot.gov>;Dominguez, MarieTherese (DOT)
<MarieTherese.Dominguez@dot.ny.gov>;congressman.katko@mail.house.gov <congressman.katko@mail.house.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Mr. Frechette & Mr. Marquis,

It is disappointing that NYSDOT decided not to extend the review period for the FEIS of the Interstate 81
Viaduct Project.

Even with the staggering length of the document, it appears that key questions about the adverse
impacts of long haul truck traffic short-cutting through the region were never addressed or even
acknowledged.  This is a huge disservice to the communities, municipalities, businesses and property
owners throughout Central New York.

And it begs the question, “Why not?”  This is the one time the NYSDOT could have taken real action and
created enforceable mechanisms to prevent the inevitable increase in long haul truck traffic traveling to
and from points south of Syracuse to and from western NY.

The concern is that the NYSDOT never even considered the impacts with the hope that the public would
not notice the deficiencies in the review.  And it is not as though the problems were not raised at every
“town meeting” during the months-long review period.

It will be interesting to see how this plays out, but the record will show that municipal leaders across the
region, as well as experts in the trucking industry and independent traffic experts who reviewed the FEIS
foresee very real problems for the suburbs of Syracuse as well as municipalities throughout the Finger
Lakes Region, including Skaneateles.  

It regrettable that the DOT ignored those comments and questions pertaining to the very real problems
that the proposed Viaduct project will cause in the region.

Very disheartening, and, unfortunately for us, very costly.

Sincerely yours,

Holland Gregg
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Holland Gregg
Citizens to Preserve the Character of Skaneateles
Skaneateles, NY 13152
315-491-4912

On Apr 22, 2022, at 12:05 PM, Holland Gregg <hgregg3@gmail.com> wrote:

Dear Mr. Frechette and Mr. Marquis,

I hope this note finds you well.  On the behalf of the Citizens to Preserve the Character of Skaneateles,
I am writing to ask for an extension of the public review period from 30 days to 90 days.

The FEIS is approximately 35,000 pages long and a thorough review of such a large document will
clearly take most people more than 30 days.

The earlier DEIS was in the area of 27,000 pages and the state granted a similar extension because of
the magnitude of the document and the impact this plan will have on traffic in the City of Syracuse, the
surrounding villages and towns, as well as communities throughout the Finger Lakes Region.  

Long haul truck traffic has been chronic problem in Skaneateles and towns throughout the Finger
Lakes for years.  It is caused by large long haul trucks short-cutting from I-81 through the secondary
back roads of the Finger Lakes to and from destinations to the west of I-81.  

We believe the proposed viaduct project will only exacerbate the problem.  As far as we can see, the
State has not proposed any enforceable measures to keep these long haul trucks on the Interstate
which, with its current design, will require these truckers to travel more miles and increase the time and
expense to reach destinations to the west of Syracuse.  The higher costs will clearly create a further
incentive for them to take shorter routes through small rural villages and towns where the roads
cannot handle such traffic.

We are hopeful that the State will recognize and acknowledge the potential damage caused by
increased long haul truck traffic throughout Central NY and the Finger Lakes Region and take concrete
steps to mitigate the negative impacts that will result from the proposed Interstate 81 Viaduct project.

Thank you for your consideration.

Best wishes,

Holland Gregg

Holland Gregg
3872 Jordan Road
Skaneateles, NY 13152
315-491-4912
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No to 81 Comminity Grid

barbaragrenga@aol.com <barbaragrenga@aol.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 6:57 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

I want it to be known that I am strongly opposed to the plan to take route 81 down to street level. 

The proposed community grid alone will damage our region for years to come due to:

increased congestion on city and neighborhood streets that were never meant to handle
such heavy traffic (43,000 vehicles dumped DAILY onto south side streets);
added drive times to key locations, guaranteeing that Syracuse will no longer be the "20-
minute city" we all love;
and the addition of more than a dozen traffic lights, further slowing down our city with all the
extra bottlenecks

There are alternatives. Governor Hochul has ordered this plan to go forward. It should be a referendum
for the residents of Syracuse who will have to live with this decision for decades. 

Barbara Grenga

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS
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Re: I-81 Viaduct Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement Available

Jeff Grevelding <cnypop@yahoo.com>
Sat 4/16/2022 8:55 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Every business involved in transportation should be up in arms over this move. If anything,
a lane should be added over Almond Street to separate East bound traffic, a direct
connection  between 690E and 81N , a direct connection between 81S and 690W would
be convenient, and extended exit ramps at 481 and rt5 .  

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 15, 2022, at 9:24 AM, dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities
<dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov> wrote: 

 
 
<image.png>

The New York State Department of Transporta�on (NYSDOT) and the
Federal Highway Administra�on (FHWA) have published a Final
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the I-81 Viaduct Project, a
document that discloses the social, economic, and environmental effects
of the project’s alterna�ves.   
   
The FEIS can be downloaded on the project website,
h�ps://i81.dot.ny.gov/ and copies have been distributed to project
repositories, including local libraries and town halls, throughout the
Syracuse metropolitan region. The project website lists the repository
loca�ons.  
   
A 30-day public review period on the FEIS will extend through May 16,
2022. New substan�ve comments received during this period that were
not previously addressed in the EIS will be responded to in the Record of
Decision for the Project. 
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

dsgrimes=syr.edu@mg.gospringboard.io <dsgrimes=syr.edu@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Diane Grimes <dsgrimes@syr.edu>
Sun 5/15/2022 11:59 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Diane Grimes

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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Rebecca Groat <msgroat7@yahoo.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 7:39 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Mark & Rick,
I want to share my thoughts on 81. I want to keep our highway a quick expressway and get from point a to
point b as fast as possible.
Thank you,
Rebecca Groat

Sent from my iPhone

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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Ononaaea County £e9isfature 

Colleen A. Gunnip 
4th District County Legislator 

401 :Montgomery Street* CourtJ[ouse * <R,gom 407 * Syracuse, :l'fY13202 
<Pnone: 315-435-2070 * PaJ(: 315-435-8434*www.ongo·v.net/[egisfature 

May 10, 2022 

Mark Frechette, Project Director 
New York State Department of Transportation Region 3 
333 East Washington Street 
Syracuse, New York 13202 
mefrechette@dot.state.ny.us 

Rick Marquis, Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
Leo W. O'Brien Federal Building 
I IA Clinton A venue, Suite 719 
Albany, New York 12207 
Rick.marquis@clot.gov 

RE: Final Environmental Impact Study 
("FEIS") 1-81 Viaduct Project 

Dear Mr. Frechette and Mr. Marquis: 

As the County Legislator representing the Town of Salina, I provide the following comments 
regarding the Final Environmental Impact Study on the 1-81 Viaduct Project. 

The New York State Department of Transportation's proposal to eliminate the elevated 
portions of Interstate 81 (" 1-81 "') through the City of Syracuse and use the existing 1-481 
eastern loop as the "new" 181 to bring traffic north of the Cicero 1-81 exit (the "Community 
Grid Option") will have a significant negative impact to the Town of Salina. 

The New York State Department of Transportation has totally failed, as is clearly and 
unavoidably exhibited in the State Environmental Review Process ("SEQRA") and FEIS 
documents they have published, to adequately identify and consider the negative impacts to the 
Town of Salina. 

As you may be aware, SEQ RA requires a "hard look" at all the potential negative environmental 
and economic impacts a project could have to a community. These impacts include the potential 
environmental and economic damage a project like the Community Grid option, would have. 



By forcing the traffic around the eastern side of Onondaga County and diverting the traffic that 
now travels through the Town of Salina, there is a serious' risk to the tax base and economy of 
the Town. 

If the Community Grid option is selected, businesses will leave the Town of Salina and this will 
create a loss of property tax revenue, sales tax revenue, as well as room occupancy and gas tax 
revenue. In addition, businesses closing in these corridors will create blight in our community 
and injure the Town's population economically. To take this highway away without any 
consideration of its consequences is contrary to the environmental review process required 
under SEQRA. 

The FEIS has failed to address any of the socioeconomic and environmental impacts that will 
affect the Town of Salina, including but not limited to Environmental Justice and Local and 

Reginal Economies for the corridors adjacent to these 81 Interchanges through Salina. 

I ask that these impacts be analyzed and discussed with the public before any decision is made 
on selecting a final option. 

Very truly yours, 

Colleen A. Gunnip 

4th District County Legislator 

Cc: Senator Charles Schumer 

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 

Congressman John Katko 

Governor Kathy Hochul 

Assemblyman Bill Magnarelli 

County Executive Ryan McMahon 







From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 7:28:33 AM

       comment
 

From: francinehaley@aol.com <francinehaley@aol.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 9:00 PM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!
 

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

 
I am a slow reader, but want to be informed. I need more time Mark....thx

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

krh=twcny.rr.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<krh=twcny.rr.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Kathleen Haley <krh@twcny.rr.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 4:25 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Kathleen Haley



From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 8:54:09 AM

From: John Hallihan <jhallihan46@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2022 6:09 AM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Mr. Frechette:

Your proposed I-81 project is a horrible injustice to the citizens of central New York.

You need to reconsider the proposal NOW.

Previously submitted comments and concerns were simply brushed off, or worse,

ignored altogether. It's time you let the DOT know the proposed community grid alone

will damage our region for years to come due to:

· increased congestion on city and neighborhood streets that were never meant

to handle such heavy traffic (43,000 vehicles dumped DAILY on to south

side streets);

· added drive times to key locations, guaranteeing that Syracuse will no longer

be the "20-minute city" we all love;

· and the addition of more than a dozen traffic lights, further slowing down our

city with all the extra bottlenecks.

Do the right thing for a change.

With all due respect,

John Hallihan

77 Cherry Tree Street

Liverpool NY 13090

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

baxterhankin=outlook.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<baxterhankin=outlook.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Baxter Hankin <baxterhankin@outlook.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 8:28 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Baxter Hankin



From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: A 81 project comment
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 8:38:00 AM

From: sunharley@aol.com <sunharley@aol.com> 
Sent: Saturday, May 14, 2022 10:56 PM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: A 81 project comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Mark,,

 This project is a huge mistake. It will significantly hurt businesses thru out the area. The simplest

solution would be to close one lane and fix it then close the other and fix that....with less disruption. The

grid project is based on a convoluted idea the it will bring people together,,,,that premise is ridiculous..,,it

will make it worse.  The grid project must be cancelled.  It is a waste of money and time. Don't be a party

to this catastrophe.  BAD IDEA

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov


Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

arlainaharris8=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<arlainaharris8=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Arlaina Harris <arlainaharris8@gmail.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 6:34 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Arlaina Harris

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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81 Project

Jessica Haskins <jessicalhaskins@gmail.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 12:08 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Hello,

I find it absolutely appalling that we have been fighting this plan for years now and not once will the
state listen to us actual citizens of Syracuse. The people who drive through there on a daily basis. The
people who are going to be losing their homes or will suddenly be having to deal with pollution. The
abhorrent idea to add traffic lights and circles which only move more traffic through the city instead of
above it causing air and noise pollution. Some traffic may divert around the city, but the tractor trailer
drivers won't as they have so many miles they can drive a day so they are going to cause major traffic
jams. For those of us that use the overpass to get to work quickly and efficiently are suddenly going to
have to divert and add over 20 minutes to our commutes and thats not including the build up of traffic.

This plan is attrociuous, damaging to us, our city, and our environment, but the state does not care
because they don't have to drive this road. Instead they just keep blocking us. Do the right thing, fix the
road, don't destory it.

Thank you,
Jessica Haskins

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

fireballhazen=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<fireballhazen=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Melinda Hazen <fireballhazen@yahoo.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 6:31 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Melinda Hazen



Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

beabeaconoflove=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<beabeaconoflove=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Christine Herb <beabeaconoflove@gmail.com>
Thu 5/12/2022 8:53 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Christine Herb

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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Laurie Iauco

From: Marijane Hewett <mjhewett1@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 11:01 AM
To: I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov
Subject: The future of Rt 81 through the city of Syracuse

The following are key problems with the proposed Rt 81 reconstruction.  

 increased congestion on city streets that were not meant to handle very HEAVY traffic 
 added drive times to key local locations with the addition of more than a dozen traffic lights, further slowing down our city with 

extra bottlenecks (especially around the hospital complex) 

As a resident of Camillus for over 60 years, this appears to not be a wise proposal.  
 
 
 



Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

leonhinkle=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io <leonhinkle=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Leon Hinkle <leonhinkle@gmail.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 8:09 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Leon Hinkle

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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Historic Oakwood Cemetery Preservation Association – P.O. Box 15065, Syracuse NY 13215  (315) 415-2954 

 
 
 
April 27, 2022 
 
Catherine Leslie 
Director, EIS & Special Projects Bureau 
NYS Department of Transportation 
50 Wolf Road 
Albany NY 12232 
 
Subject: Section 106 Consultation 
PIN 3501.60 Interstate 81 Viaduct Project 

 

Dear Ms. Leslie: 

Thank you for sending the Programmatic Agreement for the I-81 Viaduct Project. The Historic Oakwood 
Cemetery Preservation Association (HOCPA) appreciates the stipulations for addressing archaeological 
resources in the project area. However, HOCPA disagrees with the overall finding of project effects on 
historic properties, in particular the effects on Oakwood Cemetery (National Register listed at the 
national level of significance), and therefore will not sign the Programmatic Agreement. I will send these 
pages back in the prepaid mailer provided. 

As written in Section 106 correspondence shared with HOCPA, NYSDOT indicates the Project will have 
no effect on Oakwood Cemetery’s property, architectural resources, and setting, and therefore no 
mitigation is necessary.i HOCPA disagrees with this finding for the following reasons: 

1. The project will result in a change to the setting of Oakwood Cemetery because the proposed BL-81 
is substantially a new roadway in both function and physical character. BL-81 adjacent to 
Oakwood’s west boundary will have a new designation, new traffic patterns, added sound walls, a 
changed intersection at Colvin Street, and a new road configuration as the freeway transitions to 
the Community Grid.   

2. NYSDOT did not apply the criteria of adverse effects across the historic property of Oakwood 
Cemetery, which is a large landscape on a hillside that overlooks BL-81, separated only by a narrow 
railroad corridor at the base of the hill. Instead, the correspondence shared with the Consulting 
Parties indicates NYSDOT applied the criteria of adverse effects only to architectural resources, 
namely the Oakwood Cemetery main entrance gate. Oakwood Cemetery is substantially contiguous 
to the new BL-81 for approximately one-half mile, from Colvin Street on the south to just south of 
Martin Luther King Street/Renwick Avenue on the north.  

3. The effect of the Project on stormwater drainage from Oakwood Cemetery has not been addressed 
in the FEIS under Historic and Cultural Properties or Water Resources. Stormwater is funneled 
through the main entrance gate and presumably in pipes that run beneath the existing I-81.  The 
proposed new BL-81 on the existing I-81 embankment in front of the main gate blocks the historic 
path of surface runoff that once drained along the former Oakwood Avenue and/or Renwick Street, 
and the condition of subsurface drainage beneath the highway embankment is unknown. With 
increasingly heavy storms, runoff is backing up within the cemetery. Last July, a major rainstorm 
flooded much of the historic entrance area of the cemetery and backed up into the burial areas. 
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4. NYSDOT did not assess indirect effects on Oakwood Cemetery. The Section 106 process requires 
assessment of both direct and indirect project effects on historic properties. ii These secondary 
effects include: 

a. Noise pollution: As vehicles approach and exit the Community Grid contiguous with the 
northern half of Oakwood Cemetery and extending to Colvin Avenue, HOCPA believes there 
will be increased braking and accelerating over current conditions as drivers transition to 
the high-speed freeway, resulting in increased noise pollution in Oakwood Cemetery. 
Existing noise levels from I-81 already adversely affect the historic serene character of the 
burial sites of thousands, extending well inland from the freeway, and BL-81 may 
exacerbate these conditions. The FEIS does not address these secondary effects to historic 
properties aside from stating that Oakwood Cemeteries, Inc., does not want sound wall 12A  
(Noise, 6-315).  

b. Economic viability:  As a new road substantially different from the existing I-81, BL-81 will 
adversely affect the cemetery operation and preservation of its historic landscape and 
buildings. BL-81 will block the historic main entrance to Oakwood Cemetery, making the 
most historically significant northwestern part of the cemetery unappealing for cemetery 
use, inaccessible, unsafe, and prone to vandalism. In particular, the chapel and old 
administration building in the historic entrance area will remain economically unviable due 
to inadequate access, making their adaptive reuse and rehabilitation extremely difficult. 
While the original I-81 construction introduced these economic adverse effects, it is 
HOCPA’s opinion that B-81 will exacerbate these effects and ensure these effects remain 
for generations to come. The FEIS does not address these secondary effects.iii 

 

HOCPA hopes NYSDOT will reconsider the effects of the Project on Oakwood Cemetery and recognize 
concerns that HOCPA and others have voiced since the first Consulting Parties meeting. We encourage 
you to visit Oakwood Cemetery to better understand the effects of the proposed BL-81.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John Auwaerter 

Board Member 

Historic Oakwood Cemetery Preservation Association 

 

CC:   Jessica Prockup, NYSDOT Environmental Specialist 3 
Ben Walsh, Mayor, City of Syracuse 

        Dan Kwasnowski, Director, Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency 
Daniel Mackay, New York State Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation          

        Andrew Roblee, President, Preservation Association of Central New York 
       Robert Haley, Central New York Chapter, American Institute of Architects 

Rick Naylor, President, Historic Oakwood Cemetery Preservation Association 
 



3 
 

 
Historic Oakwood Cemetery Preservation Association – P.O. Box 15065, Syracuse NY 13215   (315) 415-2954 

 
  

 
i Catherine Leslie, Director, NYS DOT EIS & Special Projects Bureau to Jared A. Gross, Area Engineer, FHWA, August 
19, 2021:  “The FHWA, in coordination with the NYSDOT and in consultation with the SHPO, applied the Criteria of 
Adverse Effect (36 CFR §800.5(a)(1)) to National Register listed and eligible architectural properties [sic] within the 
APE for the Project, including Oakwood Cemetery. As documented in the Finding Documentation, the Project 
would not involve the temporary or permanent acquisition of land from Oakwood Cemetery, there would be no 
changes to or removals of any building/structure or other contributing features of Oakwood Cemetery, and the 
Project would not alter the character of the setting compared to existing conditions.  As a result, mitigation would 
not be required or warranted.” 
 
ii Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Court Rules on Definitions; Informs Agencies on Determining Effects | 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (achp.gov), June 10, 2019: “’Indirect’ effects to historic properties are 
those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed in distance but are still reasonably 
foreseeable… For many, this will change the approach to defining effects based on physicality and recognize 
instances when direct effects may be visual, auditory, or atmospheric.” 
 
iii NYSDOT claims the existing entrance to Oakwood Cemetery from Colvin Street serves as the current entrance to 
the cemetery and will remain accessible from B-81 (Leslie to Gross, August 19, 2021). However, this indicates that 
NYSDOT does not understand that this entrance leaves the most historic section at the very back of the cemetery, 
and thus renders that area, with the chapel, old administration building, and most historically significant 
landscape, economically unviable. 

https://www.achp.gov/news/court-rules-definitions-informs-agencies-determining-effects
https://www.achp.gov/news/court-rules-definitions-informs-agencies-determining-effects
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

taurusgemini7=icloud.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<taurusgemini7=icloud.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Tammy Honeywell <taurusgemini7@icloud.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 2:30 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear  

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Tammy Honeywell



1

Laurie Iauco

From: Jim Hysick <jmhy@juno.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 8:23 AM
To: I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov
Subject: I 81 project comment

I oppose the grid approach for I 81 project. Local towns and businesses have clearly stated the issues the grid will result in creating more economic problems for 
the area. City residents can transit downtown very easily with an elevated highway. 
 
Jim Hysick         
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

denton=elainemichele.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<denton=elainemichele.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Elaine Denton <denton@elainemichele.com>
Thu 5/12/2022 6:53 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Elaine Denton
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

matt=mdbitz.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<matt=mdbitz.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Matthew Denton <matt@mdbitz.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 12:58 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Matthew Denton



1

Laurie Iauco

From: Kyle Denzer <kdenzer@twcny.rr.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 7:41 AM
To: 'I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov'
Subject: Rt 81 project

I have lived in or around Syracuse for 60 years. I strongly object to the proposed design that creates stop lights on the current highway.  I favor maintaining and 
updating the current configuration as needed. 
  
Respectfully, 
Kyle Denzer 
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Request sound mitigation

Melinda Dermody <mkdermody@gmail.com>
Sun 4/24/2022 7:26 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click
on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails. 

Hello 
As a resident of the Dewittshire neighborhood in Dewitt, I feel it is critical to create a
sound mitigation plan for the highway near our neighborhood (Ambergate Rd). The
neighborhood already experiences highway noise from 481 entrance/exit onto East
Genessee. With the increased traffic that will come along this residential area, there is a
great need for sound mitigation. 
Thank you 
Melinda Dermody 
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

pastoralaccomplice=uumcsyracuse.org@mg.gospringboard.io
<pastoralaccomplice=uumcsyracuse.org@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Beth DuBois <pastoralaccomplice@uumcsyracuse.org>
Mon 5/16/2022 10:25 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Beth DuBois



1

Laurie Iauco

From: Keith Ducett-Jr <KeithDucett@ongov.net>
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 8:51 AM
To: I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov
Subject: I 81 Project Milemarkers and GIS Data

I am not sure if this is the correct email to send this to, or not.   If it is not, please feel free to forward it accordingly.   I handle the 
GIS/Mapping having to do with the Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system at the Onondaga County 911 Center.   Over many years 
that I've been managing this, I have been involved with several milemarker sign projects on the various NYSDOT limited access 
roadways, in Onondaga County.   And, after reading about the impressive I 81 project, I'm interested to know what is going to happen 
in respect to the milemarker signage with the I 81 project (on both the current I 81, current I 481, and new I 81 loop).  In addition to 
the milemarker questions I have, I also am wondering if GIS data showing the new configurations is going to be made available for 
agencies like ours.   If so, it would be an unimaginable help for us, so we do not have to create our GIS data in a haphazard and 
guess-driven manner.   I did try looking through the online documents about the I 81 project and was not able to find what I'm looking 
for.    Do you have anyone that I can contact and/or meet with to discuss this?   I realize that the actual physical changes may be a 
ways off, but I really want to stay ahead of the game, to make sure we are ready for when the changes come about.   
 
Thanks 
Keith 
 
Keith E. Ducett, Jr.  
Onondaga County Department of Emergency Communications 
Technical Services ‐ Geospatial Information Officer 
3911 Central Ave. 
Syracuse, NY 13215 
keithducett@ongov.net 
Office: (315) 435‐5106 
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I 81

Dave Edwards <pennzoilkid@yahoo.com>
Fri 4/15/2022 10:15 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

The state wants to put 81  through Syracuse at ground level , and I'm not sure if anyone to
in that your going  to have stop and go traffic, which leaves it open for people to get
mugged at a light only because it not the best area in town. Second pollutants in the air
,people stopped at the lights idling for a few minutes for every car or truck that goes
through that area where if it was left the way it is today they just go right thru the
town.You shouldn't change something that works. But you have all the brilliant engineers
in Albany.  Thak you Dave Adydan 
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.onelink.me%2F107872968%3Fpid%3DInProduct%26c%3DGlobal_Internal_YGrowth_AndroidEmailSig__AndroidUsers%26af_wl%3Dym%26af_sub1%3DInternal%26af_sub2%3DGlobal_YGrowth%26af_sub3%3DEmailSignature&data=04%7C01%7Cdot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities%40dot.ny.gov%7Cde9700d8ff4b4b8d2c4c08da1eea5a3a%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637856289133182684%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=xAALIKlw5NahNU5WvLRKEvYts8SE0E3Xc1aVeQgwSXs%3D&reserved=0


Save 81

Dave Edwards <pennzoilkid@yahoo.com>
Tue 5/10/2022 11:32 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Forget the congestion, and the extra stop lights or that 20 min drive, how about more smog carbon
dioxide because of waiting at the stop lights,also how about possible mugging at the lights it's not the
best area in the city, and this suggestion of bring the neighborhood together the only thing you will
bring together is the gangs in the area so they can shoot at each other.  Also if you want to get on 81
you will have to go out of the way to get thete wasting time and gas.81 has worked this way for over 50
yrs why change something that works, let's use our heads in your decision just replace the existing
Highway with a new up to date construction.   Thank you Dave Adydan
Sent from Yahoo Mail on And,,roid

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...

1 of 1 5/12/2022, 10:39 AM



I 81

Dave Edwards <pennzoilkid@yahoo.com>
Wed 5/11/2022 2:47 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Don't change 81 to ground level  you will be making a big mistake. Just replace the existing bridges and
improve on it. This is the best way to go.          

          Thank you Dave Adydan 
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...

1 of 1 5/12/2022, 11:07 AM
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

JessicaElliottSyr=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<JessicaElliottSyr=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Jessica Elliott <JessicaElliottSyr@gmail.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 3:25 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Jessica Elliott



final comments

Amy Emm <amyemm27@yahoo.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 9:01 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Just a quick note to express my extreme displeasure at the community grid option. Why hasn't this been something the
whole county could vote on? This will affect more than just the city of Syracuse residents. When 81 South backs up it
also snarls 690. Slowing traffic through a city and rerouting trucks into the suburbs is wrecks an entire county. Onondaga
county is already a hard sell to young people, with the terrible weather, lack of jobs, high crime, and aging, ugly suburbs -
why make it worse? Why put pollution down on city streets when it was elevated with the current 81?  This really won't
affect me as I plan on leaving the area ASAP upon retirement but it will impact future generations and put the nail further
into the coffin for Syracuse. 
Amy Emm

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...

1 of 1 5/15/2022, 6:04 PM



I-81 FEIS

Steve Erwin <serwin@clintonsditch.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 12:35 PM

To: rick.marquis@dot.gov <rick.marquis@dot.gov>

Cc: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>;ryan_kambich@gillibrand.senate.gov
<ryan_kambich@gillibrand.senate.gov>;joe_nehme@mail.house.gov
<joe_nehme@mail.house.gov>;johnkatkony24@mail.house.gov <johnkatkony24@mail.house.gov>;Mannerberg, Lauren
(CHAMBER) <Lauren.Mannerberg@exec.ny.gov>;magnarw@nyassembly.gov
<magnarw@nyassembly.gov>;barclaw@nyassembly.gov <barclaw@nyassembly.gov>;Ryan McMahon II
(ryanmcmahon@ongov.net) <ryanmcmahon@ongov.net>;Charles.small@dot.gov
<Charles.small@dot.gov>;marietherese.dominquez@dot.ny.gov
<marietherese.dominquez@dot.ny.gov>;secretarybuttigieg@dot.gov <secretarybuttigieg@dot.gov>;dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities
<dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Gree ngs Mr. Marquis. My name is Stephen Erwin, and I am the Transporta on Manager for Clinton’s Ditch
Coopera ve Co Inc, located in Cicero, NY. Clinton’s Ditch is an Independent Pepsi Bo ler which produces
over 27 million cases per year of Pepsi products, as well many other beverages including water, teas, and
juices. We have our own fleet, of which I manage and direct. We travel over 4.5 million miles a year
delivering our products throughout the Northeast from New Hampshire to Virginia and all points between.
I also am the Central Region Vice-Chairman of the Trucking Associa on Of New York. I also serve on
numerous other boards rela ng to highway safety including the Onondaga County Traffic Safety Advisory
Board and the County TIM board. Highway safety is extremely important to me, and I have been in this
industry for 45 years. To say what happens on our na ons highways is important to me would be an
understatement. Obviously, I am very concerned with whatever happens with I-81 in the City of Syracuse.

In October of 2021, the Trucking Associa on of New York submi ed 27 pages of comments that were
prepared for us by Que ca Consul ng. Que ca painstakingly went through the DEIS and a er researching
everything in the DEIS, produced numerous and mul ple concerns and comments. When I read the FEIS, I
was astonished to see that the DOT replied with a bunch of gibberish, that never answered not one
comment and / or ques on. Lots of fancy talk, but no substance. In the original DOT document, it states
“the purpose of the Project is to address the structural deficiencies and non-standard/non-conforming
highway features in the I-81 corridor while crea ng an improved transporta on corridor through the City of
Syracuse that meets the transporta on needs and provides the infrastructure to support long-range
transporta on planning efforts”. Nothing could be farther from the truth for this project, especially since
the project, by the DOT’s own words, never looked west of the city. The areas studied by the DOT, in their
own words, were:

1 – Central Study Area
2 – South Study Area
3 – I-481 south study area
4 – I-481 east study area

These are the only areas men oned in the FEIS, so no, crea ng an improved transporta on corridor was
not really considered, nor was long range transporta on planning. From the onset of this project, the DOT
has and con nues to hammer the traffic that flows through the city and goes north of the city. This is the
traffic that is least effected by any project done with I-81 in the city. The added me and mileage to go
from south of the city to north of the city, or visa-versa, is minimal and therefore the DOT chose to make
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this traffic their focus, since it had the least impact. What the DOT failed miserably to do, was look at the
effect on those companies located west of the city, or those in the city such as the Regional Market. There
are more than 25 major businesses and employers located west of the city, including almost all the food
and beverage companies in this en re region. Also, included in these businesses is largest fuel depot in
Central NY and the trucking companies that haul all the petroleum. Here is a sampling of the industries
located west of the city:

Anheuser-Busch
United Auto Supply
Lowes Home Improvement
W. B. Mason
Raymour & Flannigan
G & C Foods
Sysco Foods
McLean Northeast
Giovanni Foods
River Valley Frozen Foods
Sure Winner Foods
Tessy Plas cs
Ainsley Warehouse
Brown’s Moving & Storage
CNY Food Bank
Gypsum Wholesalers
Fed-Ex Freight
Riccelli Asphalt
Terpening Trucking
Patriot Tank Lines
ARG
Mirabito Fuel
A Duie Pyle
Gypsum Express
Old Dominion Freight Lines

So while there has been a lot of talk about the businesses in the Town of Salina and the nega ve impact
the grid will have on them, there has been no men on of the economic impact on the industries above
that are affected on a much larger scale. The DOT has been able to argue with the Town of Salina, as there
they try and jus fy how the grid will have no effect of Salina. However, there is absolutely no argument
about the nega ve effect a grid will have on these industries and their employees, as some of these are the
largest employers in Central NY.

With all the push for cleaner air and more efficient vehicles, how can the DOT say that the grid is going to
reduce emissions? The grid will substan ally increase the amount of fuel burned and the amount of
emissions emi ed into the air. They try to negate this fact by sta ng that there is basically no expected
increase in traffic going forward. Nothing could be farther from the truth. This is an outright lie that all the
evidence and facts speak to the opposite. These is easily debunked by the FHWA, ATRI and almost every
state trucking agency. In my own business, we have seen a 7% – 8% increase in miles each year for the past
10 years. With the addi on of not one, but two Amazon facili es in Onondaga county, traffic on the
highway is not going to go down or remain stagnant as the DOT implies. It is going to con nue to increase
year over year.

There have been several independent surveys regarding the I-81 project. In all these surveys, the number
of people opposed to the grid runs from around 65% - 73%. Obviously, those polled in the city run the
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opposite, but when polled as a region, the voters are overwhelmingly opposed to the grid. A fact that is
con nually ignored by the DOT and the Onondaga County Exec, both of whom are supposed to represent
the people in en re region / county, not just those under the current social hot bu on. The residents of
Pioneer Homes, those affected the most by anything that is done with I-81, and those who were wrongly
shoved out during the ini al construc on of I-81, are once again going to suffer the most and will once
again be shoved out. If the grid happens, there is no way that low-income housing is going to be part of the
final project. S.U. and Upstate Hospital are out of room. They believe a grid will offer them all sorts of
expansion poten al. This may be true, but it is going to be at the expense of the current residents of
Pioneer Homes. They will once again be displaced. Instead of a highway, this me it will be the growth of
medical offices and housing for doctors, nurses, professors, and students. All the talk about trying to right a
wrong that was done years ago, is smoke and mirrors. It is a hot social topic right now and is being used as
a vehicle to promote their pre-determined outcome. The DOT does not care about the residents of Pioneer
Homes. Never did and never will. They are just using them to get what they want. If the DOT was genuinely
concerned about these residents, they would have done things like sound walls, engine brake restric ons
and numerous other sound abatement solu ons to try and minimize the effect the highway has on the
current residents. Nothing was ever done.

When comparing the price tag for a viaduct replacement or the grid, one huge factor the DOT con nually
leaves out is the new ramps connec ng I-81 and I-690. A major defect in the original design of the I-81 and
I-690 interchange. The grid does not offer this op on. Therefore, the price of those two flyovers should be
deducted from the cost of the viaduct for comparison reasons. It is like comparing apples to oranges. I truly
do get the social and economic concerns of the DOT and appreciate their efforts with these two major
issues. However, the DOT should be concerned about transporta on first and then look at the effects any
project has on the social or economic side. In this case, the DOT looked at the social aspect and
transporta on was basically an a erthought. One only has to drive around the county to see the many DOT
blunders in this area to know why there is zero confidence in this project.

When the Erie Canal was put through the middle of the city, it basically cut the city in half, much like I-81
did. However, what the Erie Canal also did was bring prosperity to Central New York and make Syracuse a
relevant city. It put Syracuse as a permanent city. I-81 did basically the same thing. While a lot of our larger
corpora ons and employers have moved out of here, it wasn’t because of the transporta on industry.
Ma er of fact, most will tell you that was one of the reasons they built here in the first place, the ease of
goods movement. The reason they let was simple, high taxes and unfriendly government agencies.

From the very first mee ng some 10 or 11 years ago that I a ended in Lafaye e regarding the aging I-81,
the DOT has pushed the grid. I give the DOT credit for one thing, they stuck to their original plan from day
one. Problem is, this is what they wanted from day 1, so they never honestly looked at anything else. All
the work that was done to this point was mostly for show. They knew they wanted a grid and that is what
they were going to get, no ma er what the facts show. One ques on that begs to be answered, why did we
spend the money to rebuild I-690 through the city a couple of years ago? Doesn’t I-690 cut through the city
and split neighborhoods? Guess I am not sure why we can’t have a north / south highway in the city, but
we can have an east / west. Defies logic.

The DOT is constantly complaining about the trucks hi ng the Parkway bridge. Wait un l there is a grid in
the city and you have all these independent truckers, who are opera ng on a wing and a prayer. Simple
economics will force them to choose the shortest route possible. Wait un l these trucks start tearing up
city streets, corners, light poles etc. I can’t wait for all the crying to start, at which point we will simply say,
told you so.

We can’t always agree on solu ons and if the grid is the choice, it is the choice, and we will live with it. It is
just disturbing and disheartening to see how the DOT ignored all the informa on that supports a viaduct
and doesn’t support the grid and only focused on the info that supported the grid. This is going to be
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another one of those projects where years from now, we will be saying, what the heck were they thinking?
And once again, we will be stuck living with another DOT blunder. I just wish all of the poli cal leaders
involved in this process would have done their homework and asked the ques ons that should have been
asked and raised the concerns that should be raised. At least then, maybe we would have had a be er
feeling about this project and at least feel that due diligence was done. I can tell you with confidence that
the feeling in the community was this was just another government railroad job. There is very li le
confidence in what is being done today, and this project has just made that situa on even worse.

Stephen D Erwin
Transporta on Manager
Clinton's Ditch Coop Co Inc.
8478 Pardee Rd.
Cicero, NY 13039
serwin@clintonsditch.com
315-699-8603
315-569-8603 – cell
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Laurie Iauco

From: oceannz pille <olpille@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 10:50 AM
To: i81opportunities@dot.ny.gov
Subject: Families for Lead Freedom Now! and signatories statement
Attachments: NYSDOT Document Delivery Signature.pdf; Sign On Letter_Bridge to Health and Safety on I-81 Demolition.pdf

Please find a copy of our letter form 3/7/22 that we would like placed in the final comment period. 
 
Thank you, 
Oceanna Fair 
Families for Lead Freedom Now! 



    

 

 

 

 

 

March 7, 2022 

 

Attention: Elected Leaders at the Syracuse, County, State, and Federal level; and, 

 

David P. Smith, P.E., Regional Director 

Mark Frechette, P.E., I-81 Viaduct Project Director 

New York State Department of Transportation, Region 3 

333 East Washington Street 

Syracuse, NY 13202 

 

Rick Marquis 

Division Administrator 

Federal Highway Administration 

Lee W. O’Brien Federal Building 

11A Clinton Avenue, Suite 719 

Albany, NY 12207 

 

 

Please accept this letter as a formal request by the Principal Signatories for a 

meeting by or before March 21, 2022 with Mr. Mark Frechette and Mr. David Smith 

of NYSDOT regarding our five critical concerns outlined below. Please reply to Mrs. 

Oceanna Fair via: (cell) 315.760.7622 or (email) OLPILLEe@yahoo.com 

We write with appreciation for the hard work at NYSDOT and FHWA 

assisting with the I-81 project. Together, you are bringing us closer to the ground-

breaking removal of the I-81 Viaduct, and the construction of the preferred option 

the Community Grid, a conclusion all signatories to this letter support.  

Today, we join together with numerous community organizations and 

concerned physicians as one collective voice demanding the highest safety and 

health protections for workers and nearby residents during demolition of the I-81 

Viaduct that go beyond, but are consistent with, current regulations. 

As we believe you have heard,1 our major concern is the potential for lead 

exposure to nearby residents and workers during construction. Lead is a 

                                                           
1 https://www.waer.org/news/2021-12-08/residents-advocates-raise-concerns-about-

lead-paint-dust-exposure-when-i-81-viaduct-is-demolished 

 
  

https://www.waer.org/news/2021-12-08/residents-advocates-raise-concerns-about-lead-paint-dust-exposure-when-i-81-viaduct-is-demolished
https://www.waer.org/news/2021-12-08/residents-advocates-raise-concerns-about-lead-paint-dust-exposure-when-i-81-viaduct-is-demolished
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neurotoxin. Just one small sugar packet’s worth of lead can injure children for a 

lifetime. For years, we have witnessed the cracking, peeling paint on I-81’s steel 

beams. Lead exposure is a real threat in this community and a central question 

must be addressed: “When I-81 comes down, will lead levels go up?”  This real 

possibility is particularly alarming because childhood lead poisoning is already a 

devastating environmental disease in our community. 

We are hopeful that lead poisoning can be avoided if NYSDOT takes proper 

measures now to ensure that health and safety come first. We believe this means 

the New York State Department of Transportation should outline a specific 

plan for the health and safety of both bridge demolition workers and 

nearby residents, consistent with the items in this letter. 

Now is the time to create the opportunity to ensure the right health and safety 

measures are implemented. We urge NYSDOT to adopt, at a minimum, the 

following set of five (5) practical safety and health measures, which we seek to 

discuss further in a meeting with Mr. Mark Frechette and Mr. David Smith. 

1. Health Impact Assessment (HIA). The HIA, which integrates health 

considerations into transportation planning decisions, is an important tool for 

public health on infrastructure projects. Its value is recognized by the 

Centers for Disease Control. We call upon NYSDOT to work with the 

appropriate stakeholders on an HIA for the I-81 demolition. 

 

2. Independent Safety and Health Workplace Monitor. Standard industry 

practice today is for a demolition Contractor not only to follow the best 

practices of a Lead Exposure Control Plan, but to hire an Independent 

Monitor with experience in keeping workers safe. We call on NYSDOT to 

establish an independent safety and health workplace monitor to ensure that 

bridge demolition work will prevent toxic lead poisoning of workers. 

 

3. Jointly-designed Lead Exposure Control Plan (LECP). In addition to 

ensuring that OSHA standards are observed, an LECP should include 

protective measures for nearby residents, particularly children within a half-

mile radius from potentially airborne lead dust. This requires input on the 

LECP from community stakeholders. 

 

4. Funding for a “Health Care – NYSDOT – Community” Partnership. 

Public health education of nearby residents about upcoming demolition, 

including the risks and safety measures they can take, should be a priority. 

Testing and monitoring of air, soil, and childhood blood-lead levels should 

take place regularly. Great examples of proactively addressing lead and 

public health concerns can be found in places such as Boston-Chelsea, MA 
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(https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJM198203183061112), and 

Cincinnati, Ohio (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5692160/), 

which instituted something similar for nearby residents. 

 

5. Conference with Officials from the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA). The EPA is a primary federal monitor of Environmental 

Justice issues. The I-81 Viaduct demolition will occur adjacent to an 

environmental justice community that has suffered for decades. NYSDOT 

and/or FHWA should work with EPA to bring together NYSDOT officials and 

community stakeholders to create a plan that fully addresses the 

community’s health and safety concerns. 

 

We are sure you agree that we should all be concerned for the children who live 

and play near the I-81 Viaduct, the students who might be attending STEAM at Dr. 

King Elementary school during demolition, and the children who will be exposed to 

the lead hazards of bridge demolition. 

 

We urge all public officials to work with community stakeholders to avoid the 

potentially toxic traps of bridge demolition by building a strong bridge to safety and 

health for our workers and nearby residents. 

 

We look forward to hearing from Mr. Frechette and Mr. Smith. 

 

                                                   Sincerely, 

 
 

                                            Principal Signatories 
 

Darlene Medley, West Branch Leader  Families for Lead Freedom Now! 
 

Oceanna Fair, South Branch Leader  Families for Lead Freedom Now! 
 

Jeanette Zoeckler, PhD, MPH   Occupational Health Clinical Center 
Director, Preventive Services 
 

Mariana Pernia, MD     
 

Sandra Lane, PhD, MPH  
 

Lanessa Owens-Chaplin, Esq.   New York Civil Liberties Union 
Director, Environmental Justice Project 
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                                                Community Signatories 

 

 

                  Name               Organization 

 

Dennis Kaufman, Esq.   Legal Services of Central New York 

Executive Director 

 

Kevin Lockhart    1199SEIU 
CNY Area Vice-President 

  

LaToya M. Jones    Healthcare Education Project, 1199SEIU 

North Country, Syracuse & CNY 

Regional Healthcare Organizer 

 

Brian Escobar, Co-chair   Syracuse Democratic Socialists of America 

Tammy Honeywell, Co-chair 

 

Charlie Pierce    Southside Homeowners Association 
President 

 

Jaqueline Lasonde    Greater South Side Homeowners Association 

President 

 

Jimmy Monto    Tomorrow’s Neighborhood Today (TNT) 
President 

 

Palmer Harvey, Founder   Syracuse Tenant’s Union 

 

 

      All Saints Catholic Parish (Syracuse) 

                                                 

 

Stephanie Kenific    Syracuse Party of Socialism and Liberation 

Cynthia Egan 

Liam Hines  

 

       Urban Jobs Task Force of Syracuse 

 
 

 Peter McCarthy, Chris Flynn,  CNY Solidarity Coalition 

 Dick Kornbluth, Brent Bleier;  

Coordinating Committee 
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                                     Community Signatories 

 

 

                  Name                   Organization 

 

Aly Wane, Carol Baum, Diane Swords  Syracuse Peace Council 
Donna Muhs-McCarten, Julio Urrutia, 

Lleni Pach, Mariana Pernia, Michaela 

Czerkies; SPC Steering Committee 

 

 Jessica Maxwell    Workers Center of Central New York 
 Executive Director 

 

 Annegret Schubert    Syr. Immigrant and Refugee Defense Network 

 
 

Rev. Beth DuBois     CNY Poor People’s Campaign 
Tri Chair PPC  

 Rev. Alicia Wood, Tri Chair PPC; 

 Pastor, University United Methodist Church 

 

 

  

      Onondaga County Physician Signatories 

 

                      

Mariana Pernia, MD 

Kristina Hingre, MD 

Sunny Aslam, MD 

Nayla M. Khoury MD, MPH 

Clyde H. Satterly, MD, MBA 

Igor Kraev, MD 

Teresa M. Hargrave, MD, MPH, FAAP 
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LEGAL
SERYICES

Defending Dignity
Strengtheni ng Commu nities
Securing JusticeOF CENTRAL NEW VORK

March 7,2022

Dear SirilVladam:

The favor of your signature indicating receipt of envelopes would be most appreciated:

Two (2) envelopes;

One (1) addressed to Mr. Mark Frechette, P.E.

One (1) addressed to P. Smith, P.E.

Thank you,

Paul Ciavarri
Legal Services of Central New York
315.703.6500

LEGAL SERVICES OF CENTRAL NEW YORK
221 South Warren Street I Suite 300 I Syracuse, New York 13202

Phone: (315) 703-6500 lToll Free: (866) 475-9967 lFax: (315) 703-6520 (ruorronsERVtcEorpnocrss)
www.lscny.org
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

cary398=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<cary398=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
cary fassler <cary398@yahoo.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 1:39 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

cary fassler



I-81 Syracuse Public Comments for DOT

Priyantha Fernando <pfernando_og@yahoo.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 12:16 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Good Afternoon,

I'm writing to express my disapproval for the community grid plan.  I have worked on the hill (SU)
for 21 years and the traffic during the morning and evening commutes are already congested. 
Bringing I-81 down into the mix would only make things worse and create a huge problems for
those needing to access the hospitals in the area (Crouse, Upstate, & Golisano).  It will also affect
the supply chain of deliveries that need to be made to SU and the hospitals.

I don't understand why this logistical reality is being overlooked or ignored.  Please listen to those
of us who work and live in the area.  Repair the I-81 overpass as it is and leave well enough
alone.  The community grid is not practical.  I hope you will listen and make the decision that is
best for the people of Syracuse and their needs.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Mr. Priyantha Fernando
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From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: I81 alternative
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 4:45:03 PM

 
 

From: Fairlie Firari <ffirari2@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2022 4:38 PM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Cc: ryan_kambich@gillibrand.senate.gov; Joe_Nehme@schumer.senate.gov;
johnkatkony24@mail.house.gov; Mannerberg, Lauren (CHAMBER)
<Lauren.Mannerberg@exec.ny.gov>; MagnarW@nyassembly.gov; BarclaW@nyassembly.gov;
ryanmcmahon@ongov.net; charles.small@dot.gov; Dominguez, MarieTherese (DOT)
<MarieTherese.Dominguez@dot.ny.gov>; secretarybuttigieg@dot.gov
Subject: I81 alternative
 

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

 
Dear Mr. Frechette, 
I am writing because I cannot believe that this insane idea of tearing down the I81 overpass and not
replacing it with the same, is still being debated. How can you, in good conscience, not consider the
people who will live near the downtown grid? Their lives will be miserable dealing with constant
zooming traffic, noise, dirt, and danger for children and pets. Additionally, congestion will slow down
truckers trying to deliver their freight on time. Why do this, to suit someone's money-making
political agenda or misled belief that the community will benefit? Give me one example or model
where this type of alternative works? I don't think you can and I'm sorry to say, I don't think you
care. 
Fairlie Firari
 
--
Fairlie Firari, PhD
 
"My brain is crying because the world is so beautiful!" Kailyn Ruth 4 years old
 
 

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov
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Say NO to the Grid!

Dennis Flynn <dennis5flynn@gmail.com>
Fri 4/15/2022 3:17 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Hi,
the residents that will be affected by this project should have a vote on what should be
done for this project.
This should not be decided by a few people in Albany! 
The public needs to see the cost comparison between just replacing the section that will
be removed and the cost of restructuring I481 between the intersections at I81. If there
needs to be three lanes on I481 this cost must be 10 times the cost of just replacing the
section of I81 that is being removed!  The increase in travel distance  to go around will
increase the pollution also.
The traffic thru the city will also increase pollution because all of the stop and go at each
intersection.
There is no way this project should go through as planned, this is a very bad idea.
The voters need to be heard!



I81 replacement in Syracuse NY

Dennis Flynn <dennis5flynn@gmail.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 11:52 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Hi,
I want to state that the proposal to remove the I81 overpass in the city of Syracuse is going to
cause many traffic issues! 
This needs to be reconsidered and the residents of Onondaga county should be able to vote on what
plan should be considered the best for our community.
It will cause traffic problems on I481 and cost taxpayers much more to upgrade I481 to handle
the increase in traffic than just reconstructing the existing overpass in Syracuse.
This plan needs much more exposure to show the true cost of everything that needs to be done.
There needs to be more time for everyone to examine the cost of every option that is available to
address the overpass project.
Please consider taking more time before going with the proposed plan and let the residents that will be
affected (all of Onondaga Co,) have an opportunity to see all options and the cost associated with them.

Respectfully, Dennis Flynn
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I-81 Project in Syracuse

Shawn Forney <sxf36@hotmail.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 7:37 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

To Whom It May Concern,

I would like to rei rate that tearing down the viaduct to make a street level boulevard will increase travel
me for ambulances, staff, and pa ents downtown at Upstate Crouse and the VA Medical Center.  Folks

could literally die in traffic.

The effect on commuters and freight traffic, school buses - everything will take longer and that it not the
way.  We are all looking for a li le more convenience in our lives and rapid travel should not be something
that we give up.

Sincerely,

-Shawn Forney

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: Masked?
Date: Monday, April 18, 2022 8:50:09 AM

From: mfuller4 <mfuller4@twcny.rr.com> 
Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2022 12:26 PM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: Masked?

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I support Save 81 this change is total madness.  Traffic on 481 will be a nightmare 

Sent from my Galaxy

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov
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Say NO to the Grid!

mfuller4 <mfuller4@twcny.rr.com>
Sat 4/16/2022 12:24 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Please end the madness.save 81 you people have gone mad. Traffic on 481 will be a
nightmare. Sincerely ms Fuller

Sent from my Galaxy



From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: I-81 Syracuse FEIS comment. FW: Save 81
Date: Thursday, April 21, 2022 11:03:51 AM

From: Gross, Jared A (FHWA) <jared.a.gross@dot.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 10:36 AM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: FW: I-81 Syracuse FEIS comment. FW: Save 81

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

FYI

From: Marquis, Rick (FHWA) <Rick.Marquis@dot.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 8:58 AM
To: Gross, Jared A (FHWA) <jared.a.gross@dot.gov>; Toni, Melissa (FHWA) <melissa.toni@dot.gov>;
Davies, Robert (FHWA) <Robert.Davies@dot.gov>; Gatchell, Chris (FHWA)
<Chris.Gatchell@dot.gov>; Santiago, Damaris (FHWA) <Damaris.Santiago@dot.gov>; Vaughn-Fair,
Sharon (FHWA) <Sharon.Vaughn-Fair@dot.gov>
Subject: I-81 Syracuse FEIS comment. FW: Save 81

From: mfuller4 <mfuller4@twcny.rr.com> 
Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2022 12:30 PM
To: Marquis, Rick (FHWA) <Rick.Marquis@dot.gov>
Subject: Save 81

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

Stop the madness Save 81..you people are in total dreamland if you think thos will not cause issues
in other parts if the county. Big cats greasig the palms of the of those in charge. Save 81.
Disappointed in those in charge  M fuller

Sent from my Galaxy

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Rick.Marquis@dot.gov
mailto:jared.a.gross@dot.gov
mailto:melissa.toni@dot.gov
mailto:Robert.Davies@dot.gov
mailto:Chris.Gatchell@dot.gov
mailto:Damaris.Santiago@dot.gov
mailto:Sharon.Vaughn-Fair@dot.gov
mailto:mfuller4@twcny.rr.com
mailto:Rick.Marquis@dot.gov


Re: 81 improvement plan.

alan isserlis <aji760@yahoo.com>
Tue 5/10/2022 3:55 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

The tunnel is the answer. Bringing the road to street level only creates new congestion problems. Tunneling
keeps the integrity of the highway intact. A viable solution proven in Boston and Portland Ore. The
neighborhood grid becomes a natural byproduct to replace the old elevated road. Both become winners.
Now I know cost is an issue. Always is. Hence the new Tappanzee Bridge. The desired Hudson River tunnels.
Why should Central New York suck hind teet?

Alan Isserlis

Sent from my iPhone

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...

1 of 1 5/12/2022, 10:49 AM



5/16/22, 11:45 AM Mail - dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov/junkemail/id/AAMkADljNWU3ZmE1LTdmNmEtNDY0NC1iODllLTVjMGUzO… 1/2

Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

rachelivyclarke=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<rachelivyclarke=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Rachel Ivy Clarke <rachelivyclarke@gmail.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 3:33 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Rachel Ivy Clarke
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Risk of Continuing Costs Associated with Maintenance

Jeff <jeffrey.jackson033@gmail.com>
Fri 4/15/2022 6:34 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

There’s a risk of high costs to upkeep and maintain the new infrastructure. Why is the idea
of a tool bridge going through Syracuse University not discussed?  Even if it was a
suspended overpass, which would allow for paid direct access into the city and to destiny
USA from the south.  Still allowing a alternative non paid non toll road route via 481 and
690



From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 2:44:40 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: ncjacobs01@gmail.com <ncjacobs01@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2022 1:41 PM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown 
senders or unexpected emails.

Keep 81 as is!

Nanci--
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov


Syracuse, NY

brianjchrist@aim.com <brianjchrist@aim.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 12:43 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

To whom it may concern,

I cannot say this adamantly enough: Please reconsider the impractical and
unpopular "Community Grid" plan for Interstate 81 through the city of Syracuse.
All claims that it will undo any damage done by the "urban renewal" that
bisected Ward 15 are falsehoods. Rebuilding it, including the elevated portion, in
as close to its current footprint as updated regulations will allow is the best
option. It will have the least negative impact while maintaining its vital
functionality!

Sincerely, Brian Jamelske (a concerned citizen of Syracuse)

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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From: +1 315-430-3929
To: I81Project
Subject: Voice Mail (34 seconds)
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 1:49:39 PM
Attachments: audio.mp3

Hi, this is Jason calling, Thomas Weiner, president and just wanted to let you know removing 81 would
be the worst decision of Turkish history. You have two highways. You have a highway going east and
West, along with Erie Blvd. In both get quite congested throughout the day, removing 81 North and
South is asinine, ridiculous in just not a good idea. It's the worst idea Syracuse has ever had. Please
reconsider. Thanks. Bye.

You received a voice mail from +13154303929.

Thank you for using Transcription! If you don't see a transcript above, it's because the audio quality was not
clear enough to transcribe.

Set Up Voice Mail

mailto:+13154303929
mailto:i81project@CSCOS.COM
tel:+13154303929
https://aka.ms/vmsettings



MARCELLUS RESIDENT

Jean And David <wdbjbeale@aol.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 7:15 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

THE GRID WILL ADD 5 TO 10 MINUTES TO MOST OF MY CROSS TOWN. TRIPS AND TWO WAY
UNDIVIDED ROADS WILL MAKE DRIVING MORE DANGEROUS.

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...

1 of 1 5/15/2022, 5:53 PM



5/16/22, 10:57 AM Mail - dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov/junkemail/id/AAMkADljNWU3ZmE1LTdmNmEtNDY0NC1iODllLTVjMGUzO… 1/1

Say NO to the Grid!

Jerry via Gmail <208113@gmail.com>
Sat 4/16/2022 9:36 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

 Are you serious?  After all this, you decided on the Grid? You were going to do a Grid
from the very beginning, regardless of the feedback.
The one argument I’ve heard is that brick city doesn’t have access to local stores. Then
build stores!!! Tearing down the highway isn’t going to help.
Look at every city in the USA, they all have major highway arteries into and out of.
 ACCESS !!!
This is a Billion dollar mistake.
Jerry



From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 7:25:34 AM

I received a bunch of these. I will send them on.

-----Original Message-----
From: Jerry1 <208113@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 5:20 PM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

We need more time to review the proposal you are forcing down our throats.

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov


From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 11:46:52 AM

                 comment
 

From: William Jetty <williamjetty@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 10:47 AM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!
 

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

 
Rt 81 has been a boon to travelers since it’s inception, think of all the commuters and potential
shoppers its elimination will affect , plus all the businesses that will be decimated!

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

mantwanette35=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<mantwanette35=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Antwanette Johnson <mantwanette35@yahoo.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 5:08 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Antwanette Johnson
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

barbararjohnson47=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<barbararjohnson47=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Barbara Johnson <barbararjohnson47@gmail.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 5:11 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Barbara Johnson
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

barbararjohnson47=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<barbararjohnson47=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Barbara Johnson <barbararjohnson47@gmail.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 12:46 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Barbara Johnson



Rt 81

DM Johnson <dmjcamera@yahoo.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 9:54 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

 I strongly prefer to have Rt 81 stay the way it is but I don't think anything I say will influence anyone.  One
the years I learned that once the power people make up their minds, nothing one of us little guys will change
their minds.

D. Johnson
E Syracuse 

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...

1 of 1 5/13/2022, 4:59 PM



5/16/22, 11:25 AM Mail - dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov/junkemail/id/AAMkADljNWU3ZmE1LTdmNmEtNDY0NC1iODllLTVjMGUzO… 1/2

Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

shakayla493=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<shakayla493=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Kayla Johnson <shakayla493@yahoo.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 2:45 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Kayla Johnson
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

mollyave=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<mollyave=yahoo.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Nikki Jones <mollyave@yahoo.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 10:34 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

Nikki Jones



Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

kahkej398=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io <kahkej398=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Deborah Kahkejian <kahkej398@gmail.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 12:16 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Deborah Kahkejian

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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Substantive comment

Dan Kelly <bigpool07@gmail.com>
Sun 4/17/2022 12:04 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Why waste my time making a substantive comment when it won't matter at all.  You idiots
have already decided that you know what is best, just like the way you shut down for
Covid, and how is that working out.  The economy is going to be destroyed soon, and 10's
of millions of young people have had their lives ruined because of your absurd superiority
complexes and lack of vision.  Dolts.
--  
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MISTAKE MISTAKE MISTAKE MISTAKE MISTAKE

Dan Kelly <bigpool07@gmail.com>
Sat 4/16/2022 11:33 PM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

You are making a huge mistake.  You must be immensely ignorant or a criminal, but most
likely both.  Taking out one of the great roads on the planet for no good reason is
disgusting.  When the Congress flips in the fall, I will do everything I can to make sure you
are investigated and, if warranted, jailed.  You are horrible people.  Oh, I forgot, the
highway causes diabetes - it's not the fact that people aren't responsible for their
behavior, it's the highway.  And that was your best reason.  There is a special place in hell
for you. 

--  



Murder?

Dan Kelly <bigpool07@gmail.com>
Sun 5/15/2022 11:19 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

If you tear down a great road and replace it with one that is much less safe and efficient, you will be
killing people.  This is not hyperbole.  The senseless killing of people who will die because you tore down
a safe and good road and replaced it with more traffic and less efficiency will be on your corrupt souls
forever.  Of course, you can't forget about the diabetes.

--
Dan Kelly
1 Bartlett Ave
Homer, NY  13077
315-247-2604

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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I81

Trina Kinney <tlkfromtx@gmail.com>
Sat 5/14/2022 8:16 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Good morning,
I am reaching out to again implore the leaders and influencers on the I 81 project to reconsider the grid.
The detriment the grid will cause not only to residents and visitors of Syracuse but to businesses all over
the area is unfathomable. Limiting and delaying access to the hospitals in this area is reason enough to
remove the grid as a viable option for this project but when you also consider the impact on our day-to-
day lives, the fact it is even under consideration is laughable. 
I beg of you to please find an alternative that does not take our city back 50 years in progress. 
Sincerely,
Trina LaNee Kinney

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

rakornbl=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io
<rakornbl=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
RICHARD KORNBLUTH <rakornbl@gmail.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 10:59 AM
To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a�achments or click on links
from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette 

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial,
and economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment
of community members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the
NYS Department of Transportation must: 

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to
STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be
developed into a community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and
development by residents living adjacent to I-81 viaduct. 

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who
is best suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of
construction. A health care access center must be placed within walking
distance to Martin Luther King W. The State DOT must also ensure there are
independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure, and compliance with
federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health
risks from leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT
should implement stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive
dust. This should include requiring construction contractors to provide higher
levels of protection for residents, and supplying residents with lead-resistant
abatement technology. 

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and
around STEAM at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential
neighborhoods. 

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating
more equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region. 

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals
for the project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the
City, re-connecting the Syracuse community, and providing better access to
jobs, businesses, and services in downtown Syracuse and beyond.  

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more
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equitable outcomes for the entire region. 

Sincerely,  

RICHARD KORNBLUTH



See ya I 81

dave krohl <davekrohl@gmail.com>
Mon 5/16/2022 8:30 AM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

It’s about time that this Save I81 topic is put to rest. It’s an eyesore. Can’t wait to see it gone.

Sent from my iPhone

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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From: Frechette, Mark (DOT)
To: Bjorness, Joan E (DOT)
Subject: FW: We need more time, Mark!
Date: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 7:27:50 AM

        comment
 

From: skrupka2@frontiernet.net <skrupka2@frontiernet.net> 
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 8:00 PM
To: Frechette, Mark (DOT) <Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov>
Subject: We need more time, Mark!
 

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

 
Hi,

 

  I am a lifetime resident of Onondaga County and I can remember when Route 81 and the Viaduct was

built.

 

 I can't fathom not having it to access the hospitals, downtown and SU from the western and northern

parts of the County.

 

 We need more time than the 30 days for public comment on the Impact Statement.

 

  This decision will have far and long-reaching impact on the lives, businesses and residents and

commuters in Central New York and the entire state.

 

  Please give us the respect and extra time we deserve as taxpayers and residents to respond to this

statement.

 

Thank you,

 

Stanley J. Krupka Jr.

 

 

mailto:Mark.Frechette@dot.ny.gov
mailto:Joan.Bjorness@dot.ny.gov


Tear Down the Structural Racism of I-81

dankwas=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io <dankwas=gmail.com@mg.gospringboard.io>
on behalf of
Dan Kwasnowski <dankwas@gmail.com>
Fri 5/13/2022 2:31 PM

To: dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities <dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny.gov>

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open a achments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Frechette

The removal of the I-81 viaduct must be conducted with environmental, racial, and
economic justice at the forefront to ensure the fair and equitable treatment of community
members who live in the shadow of the highway. To do this, the NYS Department of
Transportation must:

● Reserve and transfer the four acres of land to the City of Syracuse adjacent to STEAM at
Dr. King Elementary School with a contingency that the land must be developed into a
community land trust, and provide resources, oversight, and development by residents
living adjacent to I-81 viaduct.

● Protect residents by conducting a health needs assessment to determine who is best
suited to be relocated due to the fugitive dust and hazards of construction. A health care
access center must be placed within walking distance to Martin Luther King W. The State
DOT must also ensure there are independent monitors of daily air quality, lead exposure,
and compliance with federal regulations.

● Conduct testing of the raised viaduct prior to demolition, to assess health risks from
leaded paint, leaded gasoline, and housing dust. The State DOT should implement
stronger safety standards to protect residents from fugitive dust. This should include
requiring construction contractors to provide higher levels of protection for residents, and
supplying residents with lead-resistant abatement technology.

● Reduce the speed limit for the business loop to 20 miles per hour in and around STEAM
at Dr. King Elementary School and within 50 feet of residential neighborhoods.

These recommendations are crucial to righting a historic wrong and creating more
equitable outcomes for the entire Syracuse region.

These recommendations will assist the NYSDOT in meeting its own stated goals for the
project. These include enhancing economic growth and vitality in the City, re-connecting
the Syracuse community, and providing better access to jobs, businesses, and services in
downtown Syracuse and beyond.

The recommendations will also help right a historic wrong and create more equitable
outcomes for the entire region.

Sincerely,

Dan Kwasnowski

Firefox https://outlook.office365.com/mail/dot.sm.mo.I81Opportunities@dot.ny...
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